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ADVERTISEMENT. 
THE following LETTERS, formerly Publiſhed by 


the Reverend Mr Jo BROWN of Haddington, 
are now Re-publiſhed, as containing 4 Plain and 
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34 On Tax NATURE AND FouxDATION or Drvixz Ricur. 


> i N my dear Amelius, is more worthy of 


53 my attention; nothing more warmly recommend- 
" ed, by ſcripture and reaſon, than to prove all things, 
58 and hold faſt that which it good *, Never did a juncture 
62 more neceſſarily require it, than this, of ſo e ſacks. 
ſtancy and diviſion. A, candid inquiry into the govern- 
71 ment and diſcipline of the Chriſtian church, is therefore, 
76 the preſent, the ſerious employ of my inquiſitive mind. 


Whatever connection this have with the happineſs of my 
79 ſoul, if it has any foundation in right reaſon, or the in- 
83 ſpired diQates of Heaven; it is at my peril, if I continue 
wilfully ignorant thereof. If I break one of the leaſt of 
bis commandments, and encourage others to do ſo; the 
8g | Saviovs has doomed me, to be called the leaft in his king- 
| dom . If I add to, deny, or diminiſh from, what is writ- 
ten in his word, I procure his curſe to my ſoulf. Nor is 
96 my curſe cauſeleſs. If what God hath appointed; if What 
2 3 ratified in his blood; if what £9 bleſſed Spirit 
0þ ath endited; I, by my unconcern, call trifling, common, 
or unclean; accuſe I not the Moff High, and only wiſe 
| God, of egregious folly ? Blame I not Jefus, of dying as 
5 a fool dieth * Prefer 1 not my own imaginations, to the _ 
ER: ſtatutes of Heaven? Preſume I not, to each the Al. 
nity baowledpe # ͤ 46 
"Meanwhile, ſhould I embrace and maintain principles; 
ſhould I obferve cuſtoms ; becauſe conyeyed by tradition 
SE ꝙ oo. 
1 Theſ. v. zt. f Mat. v. 19. f Rev. x Fü. 18, 3 
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6 On the government of the Chriftian church. 


from the fathers; becauſe peremptorily eſpouſed by coun- 
cils or holy men; would I not, with Romaniſts, intrude 
fallible perſons into the temple, the room, of my infal- 
lible God? Deteſting ſuch blind, ſuch Popiſh, idolizing 
of mortals, let my whole religion be immediately found- 
ed on a Tuus sarTH Tae Loxp. Only the conviction of 
this, will enable me, with Chriſtian bravery, to undergo 
the ſevereſt ſufferings, on its account. Only this will en- 
able me, to anſwer 707 my conduct at the awful tribunal. 


* a painful Chriſtian education, may, and oft are bleſſed, as 
the valuable means of diſcovering, and leading us to the 
ſolid foundation of our faith and practice: but wo to my 


5 royal, the infallible mandates of Heaven. God alone is 
my Maker, my Lawgiver, my chief end, my Saviour, and 
i ſupreme _ Judge; let therefore his wiLL be my ſure, my 
| only guide. _ „ LE 

By natural reaſon, and by the inſpired dictates of Hea- 
ven, is this will manifeſted to men, The former, I am 
infallibly aſſured, God hath ſhewed unto men; and from 
it, I find writers inſpired not ſeldom to argue“: the /az- 


— nao T2 I, ws. pq -—— 


to make me © wile unto ſalvation; are profitable for doc- 


| furniſhed unto every good work +.” In this ſacred page, 
; my duty is oft ſuggeſted by example. What properties; 
- What acts of God, and of Chriſt ; or of his prophets, ar 


what the imitation of, is divinely commanded, or com- 
mended ; whatever thing imitable is founded on moral 
grounds, and is requiſite in one age, and place of the 
0 world, as well as another; muſt certainly be alway imi- 
tate, according to the ſtation and call providence affords 
me. What was done by ſaints as ek 
imitate by every ſaint, What was done by prophets, a- 


imitate by ſuch, as were, or are, veſted with a ſimilar of- 
ai ii. 14, 15. 1 Cor. v. 1. and xi. 13,15. 
N 100 + 2 Pet. i. 21. 2 Lim. iii. 15,17. 
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Tradition of the fathers; deciſions of great and holy men; 


ö ſoul, if, deifying theſe, I depend on them, inſtead of the 


ter, 1 am divinely informed, are endited of God; are able 


trine, for reproof, for correction, for inſtruction in righte - 


i ouſneſs; that the man of God may be perfect, throughly 


poſtles, or other ſaints, are there propoſed for imitation :. 


, is always to be. 


poſtles, miniſters, or magiſtrates, as ſuch, is only to be 
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LET. I. Of the nature and foundation of divine right, 7 


whatever he engageth to aſſiſt in, or reward us for, is 


obey the ancient laws, of having no other god before the 


fice. Good acts performed upon ordinary occaſions, are 
ordinarily to be imitated. Theſe done upon extraordi- 
nary occaſions, are only to be imitated on the like. 
Whatever God commends, or . promiſes we ſhall do; 
certainly good; and to be practiſed, according to our ſta- 
tion and call. Whatever he condemns, threatens, or 
puniſhes for, is certainly evil; and to be alway avoid- 
ed f. Some divine acts found a divine right: Jeſus? riſ- 
ing from the dead, his repeated viſits to his diſciples, his 
Pentecoſtal effuſion of the Holy Ghoſt on the firſt day of 
the week, divinely conſecrate it for the Chriſtian Sab- 
bath. But nothing more clearly founds a divine war- 
rant, than the appointment and precept of God. Theſe 
HINTS, an attention to which is ſo uſeful for underſtanding 
the oracles of God, to me appear ſo plain, as to need no 

But what of the inſpired page is the rule of my con- 
duct? God himſelf informs me, that all ſcripture is 
profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for in- 
ſtruction in righteouſneſs: that, whatſoever was written 
aforetime, was written for our learning 1. What in 
the Old Teſtament reſpects ritual obſervations, as 1yprcat; 
muſt indeed be laid aſide. Chriſt the ſubſtance — — 
come, and aboliſhed that carnal * law of ordinances, by 
the blood of his croſs,” it is at my peril to attempt a re- 
vival thercof; it is at my peril to abandon * the liberty, 
wherewith Chriſt hath made me free, and be again entang- 
led in the ceremonial y-ke of bondage 5. Put the na- 
ture of God, and of men, being alway the fame ; what- 
ever laws or patterns under the Old Teſtament, were 
founded on moral equity, as /uch, muſt ill preſerve their 
whole binding force. Whatever ancient hints, promiſes, 
or prophecies, do, in their fulfilment, reſpe& the New 
Teſtament: period, may be juſtly argued from ||. If I 
may receive an ancient promiſe into my heart, as the 


ground of my ſure hope of eternal felicity: if I = 
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* Matth. v. 48. Eph. v. 1, 2. Phil. iv. 8, 9. 3 + Rev. ii. 
2, 37 6, 13. and v. 14, 15, 20. I 2 Tim. iii. 16. Rom. xv. 4. 
Gal. iv. 9, 11. and v. 1-4. I Heb. Xi. 1, 3. and iv. 
4-8. Acts xv. 15-17. e 


oft perverted the oracles of God: 
conſequence, he ſhewed the doctrine of the reſurrection 
was revealed to Moſes, at the burning buff; that the 


— 


3 On the government of the Chriſtian church, 
true God ; of making and wor ſhipping no graven image; 


of not taking the name of the Lord my God in vain, &.: 


with equal reaſon, muſt I attend to every thing, written 


in Moſes and the prophets, relative to perpetual, univer- 
fal, and moral equity. The two teſtaments, which. God 


_ hath joined, let not me, as a man of /in, exalting myſelf 


above him, ag aſunder. | 

Ts only the expreſs letter of the ſcripture, the rule of 
my faith or practice? No: God, who formed me not a 
beaſt, but a reaſonable creature, capable to ſearch out 


the native import, and neceſſary conſequence, of his ex- 


preſs declarations, certainly ſpeaks to me as ſuch. The 


. neceſſary conſequences of his expreſs declarations, muſt 
therefore be no leſs the rule of my duty, than his expreſs 


words. To deny this, is fertile of error and guilt. Un- 


der pretence of adherence to the expreſs letter of ſcrip- 
ture, have Papiſts introduced their monſter of tranſub- 


ftantiation. Under this pretence, have p Ae e 
affirmed their Maker, a body with face, eyes, ears, hands, 
and fect, ſuch as their own. Under pretence of confin- 


ing their fatth to the expreſs words of inſpiration, have So- 
_ cznrans rejected almoſt every article of the Chriſtian faith, 


To refuſe native conſequences of ſcripture as part of our 
rule, is practically to publiſh, that Jeſus and his apoſtles 


ſixth commandment forbids angry words; and the ſeventh 


laſcivious looks *, And of ſuch deduQtion of conſequences, 


doth no ſmall part of the inſpired epiſtles to the Romans, 
Galatians, Hebrews, and others, conſiſt. To reſtrict our 


rule to the expreſs terms of inſpiration, is to give IE no- 
van the lie, who faid, All ſcripture is profitable for 


doctrine, for reproof, for correction, and inſtruction in 
righteouſneſs 3? for, without a rational deduction of con- 
ſequences, every portion of ſcripture cannot anſwer each 
of theſe valuable ends. Never, therefore, will any per- 


- Jon of judgment, admit this reſtriction of our rule; till, 
under cloak of confining his faith and practice to the ex- 
preſs words of ſcripture, he intends to abandon ſome im- 


* I we xx. 37, 38. Matth. v. 214-23, 48. 


or, by deduction of 


Lrr. II. Of the divine warrant for church government. 9 


portant article of our Chriſtian faith. Upon the moſt im- 
partial enquiry, I heartily embrace the ſentiments of our 


valuable eſſion of faith “, „That the whole counſel 
of God, concerning all things neceſſary for his own glory, 


and man's falvation, faith and life, is either expreſsly ſet 
down in ſcripture, or by poor and neceſſary conſequence. 
deducible therefrom ; and, that there are ſome circum- 


ſtances concerning the worſhip of God, and the govern- 


ment of his church, common to human actions and focie- 
ties, which are to be ordered by the light of nature and 
Chriſtian prudence, according to the general rules of the 
woRD; Which are alway to be obſerved.” “ | 


LETTER II. 

Or Tux Divinz WarzanT rox Cuvacn Govtanment, ' 

HAT our adored Redeemer has a church, no Chriſ- 

tian, no candid reader of the ſacred volumes can 
doubt. Himſelf hath declared, ſhe is built upon the 
rock of his divine perſon, and * the gates of hell ſhall not 
prevail againſt her 1.“ The Chriſtian cnuxcn alway 

denotes à ſociety of men profeſſing to believe in, and 
ſerve, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt; The ſcripture, however, 
does not alway uſe the word: in the ſame ſigniſication; to 
mark which, is very neceflary in our - preſent ſearch. 
Sometimes cuuncnh denotes the whole members of Chriſt's 
myftical body, conſidered in their fpiritual and inviſible 

relation to him. Thus, he is made head over all things 
to “ the church, which is his body, and the fulneſs of 
him that filleth all in all.” To this, all the ele&; and 
they only, pertainf. Anon, it denotes: all theſe in che 
world, who profeſs their faith in Chriſt, and obedience 
to him. In this ſenſe,” the goſpel rendered Jews and 
Gentiles oxz chuncnh. In this ſenſe, the is buzlt upon 
the foundation of the truths publiſhed by ets and 
apo/tles ; and hath evangeliſis, paſtors, teachers, helpers, - 


| governments, given to, and ſet in her; and is the pillar, 


and ground of trutb 5. Sometimes à cuusch denotes” 
5 | A2öð .. 


25 * Chap. i. 6. T Matth. Xvi. 18. f t Eph. i. 235 and v. 24. F | | 1 


$ Epb. iv. 4, 17, 12. 1 Cor. xi. 12, 13, 28. 1 Tim. . 45. 
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a number of aſſemblies, worſhippers of God in Chriſt, 
united in particular fellowſhip with one another: hence, 
I read of the cuvacu at Jeruſalem ; at Antioch ; at 
Epheſus ; at Corinth; in Judea; and of the Theſſalo- 
nians *,. Anon, it ſignifies a particular worſhipping 
aſſembly of Chriſt's followers, to which his word and or- 
dinances are diſpenſed : hence, I read of the cuvxcuss, 


| that is, Chriſtian warſhipping aſſemblies of Judea and 


Galilee ; of Syria and Cilicia; of Macedonia, Gala- 
tia, Crete, and Corinth: and of a church in an « 


room; and of one in the houſes of Nymphas, of Aquila, 


and of Philemon f. Finally, it is taken for the rulers 
of ſuch worſhipping aſſemblies : ſo we may underſtand it, 
when we are required to tell the church of a ſcandal ; 
when we are informed, that the commiſſioners from An- 
tioch were brought on their way by the church; and that 
Paul ſaluted the church at ng For, is it credi- 
ble, all the Chriſtian profeſſors at Antioch would attend 
their commiſſioners part of their way to the ſynod of Je- 


ruſalem? Is it credible, Paul ſaluted all the many ten 


thouſands of Chriſtians at Jeruſalem? It is not. 

But, to avoid, for the preſent, every ſhadow of ſtrife, 
about the various ſignification of the word; it is agreed, 
that the church 3s a ſociety of men profeſſing to worſhip 
and ſerve the Lord Chriſt; a cet Sede upon a ſu- 
pernatural foundation, to bring glory to God, and pro- 
mote the endleſs welfare of men. But if ſhe is a ſocie- 


ty; how can ſhe ſubſiſt without laws and ordinances? I 


Did ever human ſociety do fo? When nations but <p 


proached to the confines of anarchy, what diſorder ! 


what butchery ! what robbery ! what enſlaving oppreſſion 
alway take place! Let the caſe of Ifracl, when without 
judges ; let the caſe of the African nations; let the an- 
cient condition of Scotland, bear witneſs. If ſhe is a ſo- 


ciety erected to bring glory to God in the higheſt ; a ſo- 


ciety erected in flat oppoſition. to the kingdom of Satan, 


i. 1 G2. i. 13. 1 Theſſ. i. 1. f Acts ix. 31. and xv. 41. 
2 Cor. vii. 1. Gal. i. 2, 22. Tit. i. 5. 1 Cor. xiv. 34. Adds 
xx. 7. Col. iv. 15. Rom. xvi. 5. Philem. 2. 1 Matth. xvill. 


17. Acts xv. 3 and xvii. 22. and xxi. 20. 


8 | „ 
Acts vil. 1. an! xili. 1. and xx. 17. Rev. li. 1, 2. 2 Cor. 
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is it poſſible, but men, who cannot Eno ſpiritual things; 


men, whoſe carnal mind is enmity again/l God; whoſe 


hearts are deceitful above all things, and deſperately wicked, 
if left to be ruled by their own inclinations, mult certain- 


ly ruth on the wildeſt diſorder ? Is it poſſible, but Satan 
will do his utmoſt to overturn, divide, confound, and pol- 


lute her? Atteſts not the experience of every age, that 


no ſociety is more readily infected with corruptions; fill- 
ed with diſorder; or rent by unnatural diviſions? Her 
need of authoritative regulations, is therefore notorious 
and glaring. | 
* 

ment to the Old-Teſtament church, was never denied: 
the minutely deſcribed ordinances thereof, are obvious to 
him, who but glanceth the writings of Moſes, | The e- 
qual, if not ſuperior, need of a government, to the New- 


Teſtament church is undeniable. Satan, now more expe- 
rienced in deceiving, and his agents are ſtill alive; ſtill 


ready to waſte this facred vineyard, if unhedged *. Her 


members are ſtill a mixture of tares and wheat ; of ſheep | 

and goats. There is {till a neceſſity of diſcerning between 

the "reg and the vile; ſtill a neceſſity of trying and 

cen veg falſe teachers ; and of guarding the ordinances 
r 4 


of God from contempt and pollution ©, not Jeſus an 


equal regard to the New-Teſtament church, as to the 


Old? Has he left that which himſelf ſo emphatically ſtiles 
the h:ingdom of heaven, without any particular. laws, or 
form * government, but the varied inclinations of men? 
Was he not as faithful, in his New-Teſtament houſe,” as 


Moſes was in the old? If he was, muſt he not have ſpe- 


cified a particular form of government for her, as Moſes 


did? Yes; what thous perſon can doubt thereof 
Hath God not ſpared hi 


and to the church? Shall he not with him, freely give her 


all good things? Is not a divinely inſtitute form of go- 
vernment, a good thing? Tends it not to her peace, or- 


der, and ſpiritual edification ? Will he who loved the 
church, and gave himſelf for it, refuſe to beſtow on her a 


a r Pet. v. 8: 
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at our Redeemer gave a particular form of govere- 


Son, but delivered him for, 


«1 Petz v. 3. Þ Mat, xiii, 30. and xv. 32. 4 Tim. iti. 1, · 
Rer. 1. Iz 4s 15 20. 1 Cor. xi. and xv. : a Heb, iii. 17. 
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no offence neither to Few nor Gentile, nor to the churc 


12 On the Government of the Chriftian Church, 


thing ſo uſeful and neceflary ? Am I not divinely certi- 
fed, that his word is ſufficient to direct me, in every goo! 
worl; tufficient-to direct a church ruler, how to © behave 


in the church of the living God“? Amid his viſion of 
the New-Teſtament church, the prophet is directed to 


teach his people, © the form of the houſe, and the faſhion 


thereof,- and the outgoings thereof, and the comings in 


thereof, and all the ordinances thereof, and all the forms 

thereof, and all the laws thereof .“ If no particular form 

of government is appointed for her, why all this waſte of 
words, from the mouth of the Moſt High? Fe 


Nothing, however, more clearly demonſtrates her par- 
ticular, her divinely inſtitute form of government, than 
the laws and ordinances thereof, marked in the ſacred 
page. There every thing circumſtantial is divinely direct- 


ed by the general rules of order, decency, and edification ; 


of acting in all things to the glory of God; and © givin 

of God t.“ In ſubordination to theſe, the very light of 
nature teacheth me, that the church, as every ſociety, 
muſt have a government within herſelf; which is to be 


managed in the manner that beſt anſwers the end of her 
erection, the glory of God, and the ſalvation of men: 


That there muſt be a method of ending her conteſts, and 


repreſſing her unruly members: That in every contro- 


verſy, not plainly determined by her Maſter's oracles, the 


ſmaller part muſt yield to the greater: That, after en- 


gagement to her rules, every member ought to obſerve 


them, unleſs he can ſhow their contrariety to the ſacred 
word: That, if, by multiplication of members, ſhe muſt 


be diſtributed into ſeveral worſhipping affemblies, theſe, 
to maintain her unity, ought to be jointly governed: That 
various caſes happening, too hard for the deciſion of a 


| fingle congregation ; various congregations, or their ru- 
lers, ought, if voſible, to combine for judging the ſame : 


That if there be a ſubordination of judges, there muſt be 
a liberty, if injured, to appeal from the inferior, to that 


* 2 Tim. . 17. 1 Tim. . 14, 75. and v. 21. and vi. 13, 14. 
+ Ezek. Xili. 11. 1 Cor. xiv. 26, 40. and x. 31, 32. 
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Lr. II. Of the divine warrant for Church-government. 13 


The more ſubſtantial parts of church-government ſeem 
plainly marked, and particularly enjoined in the ſacred 
volume: Tnznce I hear, that Jeſus Chriſt hath called 
out of the world, a people to himſelf *. - Turxx, I diſcern 
him giving particular perſons the keys of the kingdom of 
heaven ; a power of diſpenſing doctrine, ſacraments, and 


juriſdiction d. I find him preſcribing publi cprayer and 


thankſpiving ; charging miniſters to attend hereunto; and 
to make it for all men, in a known tongue, that the un- 
learned may ſay amen. I find him appointing ſinging of 
pſalms, hymns, and ſpiritual ſongs ; and charging us to 
fing with the ſpirit, making melody in our hearts to the 
Lord d. I find him appointing the public reading, and 
expounding of the ſcripture ; with the manner of per- 
forming the ſame . I find him inſtituting the ſacraments 
of baptiſm, and the Lord's ſupper, with the things relative 
thereto f; and appointing ſolemn faſting, and vowing to 
himſelf, on every proper occaſion s. I obſerve him pre- 
ſertbing the qualifications and mifſion of the adminiſtra- 
tors of bis ordinances; and promiſing his preſence and 
blefling to attend them in their work h. I find him com- 
mitting to them, a power, authoritatively to decide con- 
troverſies ; a power to admoniſh and rebuke offending 
members ; a power to reject the obſtinate, and abſolve 
the penitent. Time fails me, at preſent, to enumerate e- 
very divine appointment, relative to the order of the 
church, I ſee plainly marked in the inſpired records: but, 
if upon a deliberate enquiry, I find there a preſcribed ac- 
count, of her head; of the nature of her government; of 
her members, officers, and cuſtoms ; can I, without expo- 
ſing my ignorance, or my rebellion againſt God; can I, 
without incurring hazard to my ſoul, heſitate a moment, 
whether he has preſcribed her a particular form of go- 
verament ? It is abſurd to imagine the former can be tf 


"- 


ed; 


_ Ry 


. 


* 1 Pet. ii. 9. Acts xv. 14. d Mat. xvi. 19. e Acts vi. 4. 
1 Ti g. ii. 1,-3. x Cor. xiv. 14 17). & Eph, v. 18, 19. Gol. | 
iü. 16. 1 Cor. xiv. 15, 16. © Deut. xxXxi, 11,---13. Neh. vili. 18. 
and ix. 3. Acts Xiu. 15, 27. Mark xvi. 15. 1 Cor. i. 17. 2 Tim. 

Mat. xxvili. 19. 1 Cor. Xi. 20, 30. Joel u. 12. 
bi Tim. iii. 1-8, and iv. 14. Mat. xxviii. ao. 1 AQs x. 
ard xvi. 4. k Mat. xviii. 25, 18. 1 Tim. v. 20. 


14 On the Government of the Chriſtian Church, + 
ed; and the latter unſettled. Concerning theſe, under 


the direction of the Divine Spirit, I intend, and may you, 
Amelius, ſearch the ſcriptures, that we be no more faith. þþ 


leſs but believing. 


LET TE RH | 
Or Cunts r's Hrapsue over Twz ViaBLe Cnuxcn. 


5 the heavenly page, methinks, I ſee my Saviour's 
1 fole headſhip over his body, the church, marked as 
with a ſun- beam. There I am informed, that the go- 
vernment is upon his ſhoulder : that of his government and 
peace there ſhall be no end: that he fits upon the throne 
of bis father David, to order it“: that all power ts 
2 him, in heaven and on earth ; by virtue of which 
he ſends his miniſters to diſciple and baptize the nations, 
and teach them to obſerve whatſoever he hath command- 
ed f. The Father hath given all things into his hand; 
hath committed all judgment to bim; hath put all things 
under his feet ; hath given him to be the head over all 
things to the church ; given him the Bey of David, that 
be may gpen, and none /hut ; and ſbut, and none open} 

To him alone, the inſpired words aſeribes manifold 
PRINCELY TITLES, relative to the church. He is her 
Lord; her Laugiver, able to ſave and to deſtroy. 
He is God's King, ſet upon his hill of Zion; the Prince 
among his people ; the Governor, that feeds and rules 
bis ell, the great, the chief Shepherd; the Shepherd 
am Biſbop of fouls ; the head of his body the church : 
our one Maſier; the Apoftle and High Prieft of our pro- 
fon ** ; a Son faithful over his own houſe. 


IJ o him alone are aſcribed the acrs of ſupreme power 


ö and authority in her affairs. It is ms, to enact her laws; 
to give commandment to her maſter-builders, and high | 


rulers, 


. ix. 6, 3. Luke i. 32, 33, + Matth. xxvili, 18,--20. 


1 John iii. 35. and v. 21. 27. 1 Cor. xv. 26. Eph. i. 22. 
Rev. iii. 7. 9 As x. 36. 1 Cor. vii. 6. Ta. xXXxii. 22, 


Jam. iv. 12. Pſal. ü. 6. Ezek. xxxiv. 23. Matth. ii. 6. 


1 Heb. xiii. 20. 1 Pet. iv. 4. and . Col. i. 18. 
Matth, n n Hed. in. . 2 
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Ler. III. Of Chri/Ps Headſbip over the viſible church. 13 


rulers, the apoſtles *. Hts, to inſtitute her ordinances, 


the preaching of the word; the adminiftration of baptiſm, 
and the ſacred ſupper; with the adminiſtration of dif- 


cipline; all for her edification : nts, to appoint her of- 


ficers 3 to give gifts unto men; to give ſome apoſiles.; ee | 


prophets; ſome evangeli/ts ; ſome paſtors and teachers: 


urs, to preſcribe the manner of their entrance and con- 


duct t. Only in urs name, are her ordinances diſpenſed: 


therein, her aſſemblies meet; her paſtors feed by preach- 


ing of truth, and even apoſtles baptize and diſpenſe the 
holy feaſt, In urs name, every Chriſtian muſt pray and 
perform his whole Chriſtian exerciſe. In his name, and 
with urs power, muſt offenders be cenſured or abſolved 9. 
By the choice of adult Chriſtians, and the ordination of 
former rulers, muſt ordinary church-officers be aſſigned, 
to exerciſe eceleſiaſtic power, in a particular place, or 
office. From magiſtrates, as nur/ing fathers, they may 
receive outward protection, ſupport, and aſſiſtance; but 
their whole power relative to their function, they derive 
from Chriſt himſelf, H gives them to, and ſets them in 
the church. Hz alone qualifies and authoriſes them, to 
diſpenſe word, ſacraments, or cenſures 1 


If the adored Immanuel be the ſole <a and ſupreme 
governor, of his body the church, ponder, my dear A- 
melius, if your vague notions, of the indifferency of the 
various forms of ecclefiaſtic government, are not highly 


injurious to nis wiſdom and faithfulneſs. Dare you ſup- 
poſe, ux has no fixed plan of regunen, but the multi- 
form, the ever-changing inclinations of ſinful men? To 


theſe, will he commit the direction of his beloved body, 


when he knows, they are evil continually ? If he is the 
only head of his church, how criminal; how dangerous, 
for pope, for magiſtrate, or any other, to claim a ſpiri- 
tual headſbip over her perſons or cauſes! It is a preſuming 


Xvi. 19. and 


xi, 28. 5 Matth. xviii. 20. and XxVifi. 19. Acts Kik. 3. 
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16 On the government of the Chriſtian church. 


1 
1 to ſit in the temple, the throne of God, and to give out f 
| one's ſelf to be, Jeſus Chriſt the Lord. | 0 
1 175 N t 
1 LETTER... - b 
i | | e Quartricarions or Chogch Memvexs. : 


4 WITHIN the compaſs of inſpiration, nothing is more 
ld explicit, than that our adored Redeemer's #:ng- MW * 
415 dom in the church, 1s not of this world“; is not of an Ml © 
| earthly origin, form, temper, or end. This, dying, he * 
lid atteſted to Pilate : the declaration, he ſealed with his * 
1 blood. Her head is a quictening ſpirit, Her power, “ 
offices, ordinances, cenſures, and ends of erection, are Ml 
Hiritual; relate to the ſoul. Her real members are only B 
uch as have the Spirit of Chriſt ; and have the ſame Ml © 
mind in them, that was in him. The members of her MW 
viſible ſtate, muſt therefore be ſuch, as appear carr iſ A 
out of the world, that lieth in wickedneſs, to glory and WM "? 
virtue 7. Such as live in groſs ignorance, or open il "! 
wickedneſs; in neglect of God's worlhip ; or of relative * 
duties; in profane ſwearing ; contempt of the Sabbath; Pr 
in malice, murder, drunkenneſs; in unchaſtity, theft, *. 
covetouſneſs; in extortion, lying, reviling, and the like; W 
are expreſsly excluded from the kingdom of Chriſt : W * 
hence can never be juſtly ſuſtained members of his vil 
church ft. To compoſe churches, of perſons, known I ©: 
habituaUy to live in wickedneſs, is to erect ſynagogues 
for Satan, not temples for Chriſt. To account all Chriſ. W <9 
tians, who live in a country where Chriſtianity is ge- the 
.nerally profeſſed, is notoriouſly abſurd. + If Chriſt's b:ng- 
dom 15 not of this world; how. can ſeas, rivers, hills, 
and land-marks, be the limits thereof ? What chriſtian- the 
izing; what ſanctifying virtue, has the air or foil of Ne 
Britain, more than theſe of Japan? When the natural he: 
| preſence of Chriſt did not chriſtiarize his neighbours in chi 
Nazareth and Judea; how can that of a faint do it, to eie 
theſe around? Say not; theſe wicked men's Chriſtianity I Pe 
is founded on their infant-baptiſm. Their 1 
| . 75 


-John xvii. 36. +2 Pet i. 3. 4 Ifa. xxvii. 1h 
4 Cor. vi. 9, 10. Gal. v. 19, 20. Jer. X. 25. DOM 
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Lr. IV. Of the qualifications of church-members. 17 


founds a reaſon for à formal caſting them cut of the 
church, if obſtinate in their ſin; but can never atone for 
their living in open contradiction to baptiſmal vows. Till 
perjury, attending a ſinful courſe, diminiſh its guilt, a 


-baptized perſon, wilfully ignorant or profane, cannot fail 


to be worſe than a mere Heathen ; and fo more unfit for 


a member of the Chriſtian church. © $01 


Is wicked mens deſire of admiſſion to the ſacred ſeals, 


a token of their repentance? No: how many defire it, 


to follow a common cuſtom ? to pleaſe a natural con- 


ſcience ? or even to divert themſelves ? After admiſſion, 
are they not as wicked as ever? Did the Hebrew harlot, 
who, juſt flamed in luſt, ſufficiently mark her repentance, 


by peace-offerings, and pretence to paying her vows *? 
By addreſſing the Saviour, Hail Mafter, and biffing him, 
did Judas manifeſt his pemitential grief 7? Should I, A- 
melius, ſwear to be your faithful ſervint, and yet habitu- 


ally diſhonour and diſobey you; —_— every thing put 
i lemn, but ever 


into my hand; would you imagine my 
violate, oath, rendered me faithful and honeſt ? If, after 
waſting your goods, and wounding your credit, I'ſhould- 


preſumptuoully deſire your bill for the ſpeedy payment of 


wages; would you reckon this, an undoubted mark of 
my repentance; a ſufficient reaſon of continuing me in 


your ſervice ; and beſtowing on me the diſtinguiſhed pri- 
vileges of your family? You would not. The applica- 


tion to our preſent point, is ſtriking and eaſy. 
No doubt, the children of viſible ſaints are to be ac 
counted members of the Chriſtian church, till, by hea-' 


theniſh principles or practices, they warrant their ejec- 


tion. The promiſe is to chureh- members and their 570 
dren. God is their God, and the God of their ſeed after. 
them. Their children are federaily holy ; and ſuch ts. 
the kingdom "of God f. Deteſted be the fancy, that 
heathenizes all baptized in their infaney; that ſtrips the 


children of Chriſtians, of privileges conferred on the an- 


cient Jews. If your parents be unconcerned, how your 


poſterity grow up in the K en of divine truth; how 
*Prov. vii. 10,2. + Matth. xxvi. 49. f Acts E. 38, 
39. Gen. xvii. 10. 1 Cor. vii. 14. Mark x. 14. 
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18 On the government of the Chriſtian church. 


they behave in their morals 3 whom they hear as, their 
paſtors; trample ye not upon the heavenly mandate, 
that the fathers unto the children, ſhould declare God's 


truth 2 ſhould declare bis teſtimony unto their children, 


that they may declare. it unto another generation * ? 


Rebel ye not againſt him that ſpeaketh from heaven, 


| Train up a child in the way that he ſhould go; and when 


he is vid, he will nat depart from it! and requireth you, 


diligently to teach his ſtatutes to your children, when you 


fit down, riſe up; wall by the way, or abide. in the 
houſe+? H. God know, you do not command your 
children and houſehold, to. walk in his way; do not en- 
deavour, that you and your hguſe: ſhould ſerve him: if 
you refuſe to raiſe up ſeed in yoỹ,¶Q family to Chriſt, the 
Lord; what remains, but, that fupply ta the church 
come from another airthy, and, your offspring, perhaps 
with yourſelves, be etemally deſtroyed ; your [ed be 
curſed ; your children left to themſelves to bring you to 
ſhame 1? In your dying. moments, how ſhall it affect 
you, to leave them ruined? At the tribunal in the burn- 
ing lake; how, ſhrall it torment you, to behold them 
damned, through your unconcern! to hear them curſe 
Jou, as the guilty, cauſe ! . Not only the children of viſi- 
le ſaints; but every one willing, ought to be the ſub- 
je of the church's inſtructing care. He that winneih fouls 
75 wiſe, Inſtruction, however, prepares for; does not con- 
ſtitute, or ſupppſe, one a member of the Chriſtian church. 
|. Nor is real change of nature and ſtate, Ne criterion 
of memberſhip in the viſible: church. Without, it, | in- 
deed, none can candidly offer themſelves to the fagred 
ſeals, But, without it, church-rulers may admit them, 
if offered. Not man, but the Lord alone, /earccheth the 
heart, He admitted the Jews into eccleſiaſtic covenaut 
wich him, though, many of them, had not a heart. to per- 
ceive, or embrace, his. truth 5. In order to admiſſion, 
the Baptiſt, and apoſtles required probable appearance; 
not infallible evidence, of mens faith and repentance|} 


_ * Tfa, xzxviii. 19. Pal. Ixzviil. 3,7. + Prov. xxil. 6. 
Deut. vi. 6, 7. + Gen. xviii. 19. Joſh, xxiv. 15. Deut. 
xxviii. 18. Prov. Wx. 15. $ Deut. Xxix. 3, 4, 13. I Matt. 
iii. 7. Acts U. 38, 41. | 
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hear Ananias, Sapphira, Simon the ſorcerer, and others, were 
2 baptized, who ap remained i in the gall of buterneſs, and 
* bond of iniguiiy *. Many unregenerate members ap- 
pear in the churches of Corinth; Philippi; Laodicea, 


1 &c+. Chriſt compares the Chriſtian church to a floor 
18 "where corn is mingled with chaff; to a net, incloſing good 


and bad; to a Feld, where hypocritical tares grow up 
you, with the Wheat t. Were politrve evidence of regeners- 
555 Kon, the . — of church-fellowſhip z men would be in- 
"Tae volved in judging the inward Rate of others; the con- 
your Wl ſciences of the admitters would be perpetually racked, in 
* wo ſuch deciſions: "ſuch as pleaſed, by folemn dimmulation, 
| 'Þ might obtain the higheſt privileges of the Chriſtian 
"yy . church; while gracious perſons, labouring under doubts, 
> thould be re adily deprived of the childrens bread. 

maps Without a "viſible converſation, correſpondent to rege- 
d neration; correſpondent to the” inſpired characters of 


"ft church-membet- ; no man can lawfully be acknowledged, * 


as ſuch. How does the acted: . deſcribe the man, 
2 who aſcends into the Hill ef God? As a ſaint, and fab. 
| 5 ful in Chrit Jefar; as a boy brother, partaler of the 
ne beaventy calling : whoſe hands, or outward converſation, 
fab. ure clean from ſcandal : whoſe heart, his life marks to 
ul * sure. ge dS be. 1% . hit . fowl wito vanity ; ; but 
foul is ferious, ſober und fixed im - Kath, and way of God : | 
* who doth not tak inls dall oaths, or 
. breaking and Aculing, it tres. ehgagements he is 
en Nj under: who wulkerh uprightly, worked ee 8c, 
85 * aud candid}: " fpraberh the wrath in his bear; who back- 
area baureth not his neighbour, hor tabeth up. a reproach againſt 
bim: Who eſteems the fociety of the ſaints ; and deteſts 
me intimacy of the wicked : who abhors diſhoneſt gain; 
ven*" i and adheres to his engagements: who now; und beepeth 
e e ruth: who pro 2 his faith in Chriſt; and eius 


niſſion, it by his good works ; walki orde den 4. 
19 ping ungod- 
rance ; ineſi an wat dly tajts ; and Rvi A ich righteouſly, 


ance | 


an 89 


MIS ir. 


y, in this preſent ' world, Without a con- 
5 2 verſation, 
2 A0. v. 1.10. and vili. xg . u Cor. v. and x1, 
7 4 Phil. iii. 13, 10 Rev. iii. 17. 1 Matth. ili. 118 xili. 24, 47. 
| Ma $ Eph... 1: Col. i. 2. Heb. iii. 1. Pfal. xxiv. 3, 4. and xv. 2 Join 


4+ 9. Iſa. xxvi. 2. James ii. 18. 2 Ui. 6. 2 * 
, 5. Tit. ii. 127-14. 


and ſtate; and the $pplicayion of the Holy 
by we are bleſſed, 

through his imputed righteouſneſs; adoption! into his fami- 
Jy ; renovation, into his image; comfort in his relation and 
 fulnefs 5 and endleſs, glory in . his, preſence : cqucerning 


ſpel reaſons, and p articular 6:0 

provement. of ae 6 doctrines and laws; ,of N rt a con- 

vicdion of our gui wilt, and danger and See eſcape 
0 Ent 


it by means. 


has appointed — our ſalvation; particularly The. | 
and hearing of his word; the: moni 6 0 be and 
the Lord's ! with prayer in his e . 


18, 19. Rom. xiv. i. 
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verſation, conſiſtent with theſe: characters, it is at our 
peril, if we admit one, an adult member of the Chriſtian 


church. © Let every one. that nameth the name of Chritt, 


depart from iniquity.“ 
To his admiſſion, what profeſſion of faith is ens ? 


Mutt he profeſs a religious aſſent to any Ipltoriey, nara- 
ted, or opinions invented, by, le men? No; it is 
| blaſphemaus,. it is Antichriflian, tg nas it. Chriſt 


allows his miniſters to teach nothing, hut what he has 


commanded. He hath denounced à terrible curſe upon 


whoever adds to, or diminiſhes. from his ſacred word. 


He charges to admit into ecclefiaſtic fellowſhip, theſe, 
wea# in the faith 3 but not to. daubiful diſputations * 

No where doth be allow us to add to terms of 
church-fellowſhip, preſcribed in his word; nor, with- 
out a tincture of Rome, will any attempt it. What then 


muſt be the matter of kiaiconfolan ? The leading truths 


of the heavenly. « oracle, concerning the end and rule of re- 
ligion 3 concerning the exiſtence, unity, and infinite per- 
fection of God; and his ſubſiſtence in three perſons, the 


fame in ſubſtance, equal in power; and egi A 
ſin an 


man's holy and happy creation ſtate; hi 

miſery, and utter inability to recover TH + his re- 

demption by the baun and covenanting love of the Fa- 

ther ; the mediation of the Son, in his erſon, office, 
Ghoſts where- 

union to Chriſt; ; juſtikeation 


our duty, in, its nature, D ſubſtance, go- 
ring our im- 


faith in 


unt 
life ; and a diligent uſe of the [Oakes 


Il. viii 29. Mattk. Xxviii. 20. Dent. al. 15. Rev, 35 
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As the truths of God are gradually manifeſted, the 
candidate, for church fellowſhip; ought to enlarge his 
confeſſion, in proportion thereto, Chriſt admitted his 
diſciples to his ſacred ſupper, while they had no diſtinct 
view of his reſurrection; or of the ſpiritual nature of his 
kingdom. TI cannot, however, perſuade myſelf, that 
now I may be admitted, except I believe he died for our 
offences, and ro/e dgain for our juſtification ; for, if 
Ghrift is not riſen, our faith ts vain ; we are yet in our 


ine. Who can believe, no more knowledge, no 


more confeſſion, of goſpel truth, is now neceflary to ad- 
miſſion, than was, juſt before the dawn of the reforma- 
tion? If the divine Spirit chargeth us, whereunto we 
have attained, to walt by the ſame rule, to mind the ſame. 
— to hold faſt our profeſſion, the profeſſion of our 
faith without wavering; to take heed to ourſelves, that 
we ' toſe not theſe thinzr, which we have wrought +. 
If he warn us, that God's ſoul ſhall have no pleaſure in 
us, if we draw back}; it is reaſonable, to require ſuch 
a candidate to confeſs, what points of ſacred truth the 
church he has been educate in, and joins, has already 
plainly and ſolemnly eſpouſed. For ſuch as have ready 
acceſs to the ſcripture, to remain ignorant of, or ene- 
mies to, any truth, therein plainly revealed, muſt imply 
horrid contempt of God; and fo be highly ofen/ive and 
criminal. To reject or deny what divine truth has been 


folemnly eſpouſed by us, or in our name, muſt involve 
in ſtill deeper ſcandal, . | 


With you, my friend, no difference in principle, makes 


. man ſcandalous. He may, you think, be very ſincere 


in his views: he cannot force his conſcience :-1f there-' 
fore his practice correſpond, he has only God to an- 
* ſwer to, for his ſentiment.” But ſoftly, Sir, the a- 
poſtolic ſynod declare them who taught, circumciſion was 
neceflary to ſalvation in the Chriſtian church, /ubverters 
of fouls, and troublers of the thurchh.. The inſpired | 
apoſtle reckons hergies, among the works of the fe g- 
which exclude from the kingdom of God. He or- 
VFC ders 
Rom. iv. 25, 1 Cor. xv. 11. f Phil. iii. 16. Heb. iv. 
14. _ X. 20. 2 John 8. 1 Heb. X. 38. 8 Acts xv. 24. 
„ * 9 
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ders every obſtinate heretic to be expelled from the 


church“. For blaſphemous rejection of the doctrines 
of faith, he delivered Alexander and Hymeneus to Sa- 
tan 1. He curſes to eternal wo, the man that preaches 
another goſpel, than of falvation through the ' imputed 


righteouſneſs of Chriſt f. For unwillingneſs to bear 


them that are evil; for trying and condemning Falſe. a. 
poſtles, and hating the deeds of heretical men, are the 


_ rulers of the Aſian churches commended ; and ſuch as 


held falie opinions, or tolerate ſeducers, condemned g. 
He that abideth not in the doctrine of Chrift, hath not God. 


And if any bring not this doctrine, I am divinely charg- 


ed, not to receive him into my houſe,.. nor bid him God 


ſpeed ; and warned that if I do, I render myſelf,” a par- 


taker with him, in his evil deeds ||. In vain, you tell 
men, of the man's ſincerity ; am I in God's ſtead to know 


his heart, and try his reins? Should he profeſs his can- 
+ dour ; it 1s profeſſion of Chriſtianity, not of mere ſince- 


rity, that denominates one, a diſciple of Chriſt, If given 
up to a ſeared, an erring conſcience 5" what horrid lenti- 
ments and conduct may I not become ;fingere-in'! Was 
not Saul, the perſecutor, abundantly- fncere in oppoſing 
Chriſt, and waſting his church? He verzy,-thought' he 


| ſhould do ſo. Did not other perſecutors+4hink,: their 
murder of the ſaints was a doing God. ſervice ? Did 


ſuch fincerity.qualify its ſubjects for admiſſion to the ſacred 


| ſeals? What know I, but millions of Jews, Mahometans, 


and Heathens, may be ſincere in their religious mode; 
inwardly reckoning it the beſt ? lodetherniies not abo- 
minable and ſcandalous ?, What know I, how ſincert 2 
Socinian is, in deny ing the Godhead, and ſatisfaction of 
Chriſt; and almoſt every axticle of the Chriſtian faith 
How ſincere an Anthropomorphite is; in believing his 
God corporeal, like part of himſelf? How ſineere an An- 


tinomian may be, in believing, that Chriſt died, that we 


might be delivered from the law as a rule; and fo live 


as we liſt? Would profeſſion of finceriy. in ſuch horrid 


blaſphemy, entitle men to the diſtinguiſhed privileges * 
* Tit. iii. zo. f x Tir. i. 20. . Gal. i. 8, 9. 5 Rer. 


4 


'Jebr. xvi. 3. 


ſi. 3, 6,24, 15, 20% f +John &,—tt. 1 Ads 0. i 


ſlate as it will, hg. ig a ſcan 
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the children of Chriſt? Or would it excuſe a man, that 
he. hath provoked, God to give him up to /frong delufions, 
that he may believe lies or that the corruption and 


pride of his heart hat ſo attached him to error, that he 
cannot conceive. or heve, what God has e el 
ed in his word? ien 


May not even the.rejcQion of the plan of church-go- 
vernment, dictated by God in his ſacred: oracles, be it 
Preſbyterian, Prelatic, or whatever it will, be fo cir- 
cumſtantiate, as to render it criminally, ſcandalous ?. If 
your ſervant, Amelius, contrary to your order, contrary | 
to his promiſe and oath; and for his own gain, ſhould 
ſell off, or exchange for worſe, Nous corns z. your cattle; 
would y ou think, there was nothing in it? Would you 
ſtill 4 A5 he was a good, honeſt, ſerious ſaint? Would 

au cheerfully, admit him, as ſuch, without any pro- 
{lion off repentance and reſolution. of amendment, to 
the Chriſtian feaſt? Would you not rather ſay, Be hie 
— 4b perjured thiæf. And, 
Sir, are not the leaſt truths and commands of God, re- 
lative to the diſcipline and government af his church, of 
as 2 importance, as your cattle, 4 ws 2 
not he expreſsly required me, ta bu truth, and e 
it not; and to contend 1 * th "or the. faith "_—_ 
livered to: the aint Gan" thus, then, be no ſin ; 
no ſcandal ; in ſelling, in —* and re 2 them, 
for my dun carnal, , advantage; 0 ——_— in exchanging them 
for the inyentigns, men , If, by national covenant; 
by oz b YOM br n olemn. adherence to a confeſſion 
: ed to maintain ſuch divinely pre- 
ch- government; can I, without 
her, my Maker, my. Saviour ; 3 frau- 
„ or exchange, his blood · ratiſied truths z and 
dar e n ed] If ſuch as {wear to thats: tem- 


be theſe who = e, 
ad dur, to he chore 


Without 
EE: wa 
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be 


, gen ga 23 In „ 


the Chriſtian church to profeſs his faith ? 
adherence to the ſcripture ſufficient ? Muſt he declare his 
adherence to ſome human creed or confeflion of faith? 
Or muſt he ſwear a certain form of covenant-bond? You, 
Amehus, extol the firſt, as entirely ſafe, reet 


' coutdeven fuc 


[| bellians, Anthropom 8 
ftinomians, having wreſted the ſcripture, pretend an adhe - 
18 | rence 


de good 3 hie eat have no hope, God will not have merey 
on him; he cannot 4ifeern the. Lot body. If he par- 
talce of the holy banquet, he eats and drinks damnation 
1% him/elf. ' He muſt not then be admitted *. 
z perſen, weak in his intellects, but tender and cireum - 
ſpect in his life, may be admitted upon a ſmaller degree 
of knowledge, than one whoſe natural intellect is more 
vigorous, but his life leſs circumſpect. The reaſon is; 
more of the powerful influence of goſpel-truth, and leſs 
evidence of ſloth; appear in the caſe of the former, than 
in that of the latter. In like manner, one edueate in the 
Lutheran or Greek church, if ſufficiently atteſted in life, 
might be occaſionally admitted to partake with us, though 
ignorant of, or even prejudiced againſt ſome divine truths, 
not fundamental, which are publicly eſpouſed by us. 
The reafon is; his particular church has' not, for ages 
ſt, enjoyed the ſame degree of light into ſome divine 
ruths; not made, preciſely the ſame explicit eſpouſal 
of them, às ours. He may, notwithſtanding, B feof 
wherenmo he hath attained; in which cafe, him that it 


wen in the faith, recerve ye, ſaith God, but not to doubt-. 


ful diſputationt. 1 | 
But, how is the adult intrant to full commumon with 
Is a imple 


the conſcience from eccleſſaſtic tyranny. To me, it ap- 
pears quite unſatisfactory. An ideot, of ignoramt, may 
profeſs an adherence to the ſacred text, while he knows 
nothing of its contents. It ſecures not againſt human 
impoſition, unleſs the candidate reſtrict his adherence to 
the divine originals, in Hebrew and Greek; which few 
could either give, or receive, with judgment; 
adherence give any ſatisfaction; unleſs 
the candidate explained, i what 'ſenſe he underſtood a 
multitude of particular texts. Socinians, Arians, Sa- 

phites, Pelagians, Arminians, An 


© ® Prov.xis. 2. Ila. MH, ft. 1 Cor. vi. 29. 


Indeed 


-- Nor 
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p | rence to it, as the only rule of their faith and practice. 
. Vet What a. church; rather what a ſynago e of Satan, 
1 would a mixed collection of them make ? What peculiar 
d BB doctrine, of Chriſtianity; ; what principle of natural or re- 
„ pealed religion, would not be overturned by ſome of the 
© unite; body? 3 +++ PET 
re To give a compendiqus x view of the leading points of 
; che Chriſtian religion, which lie diſperſed in the ſacred 
15 volumes; to repreſent the analogy of faith, and aſſiſt to- 
m s peruſing the ſcripture wit We to ex- 
je kibit the heavenly, = „in expreſs oppoſition to damn- 
e, ale aro for in the church; to mark to the 
zh world, Fouts ntiments of a church, that they 


18, may. if With judgment; to point out to her mem 


s, bers, What pike ought to be. "well rooted. . groundec 
es I 15 and to promote her purity FT PERS a Beg CON» 


of uu wards Fial Ft . none, wi Aden, but 70 — a8 


it abbox..xeftrigt vulging their error With ap- 
* plates .,Þ — 4 hates 


th 1 155 
le po fare; to 1 5 ſeals of 65 ,coyenant ,t9. a os 
er cir ter mexsly. becauſe he. cayld no 


bag e nan 
wh e le. 
underſtand it or not. 


Th 
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ep, Fey be 
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ceive i 15 In hereof, as | a term 
ſacramental admiſſion, 1 e Fine; wol 
i er the arri a h Uuth, 
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2 man's faith, or obedience? He is perhaps quite igno- 


communion with the viſible c 


> Viet 
TPoꝛʒ ſtate admiſſion to the -new-covenant ſeals, upon 1 


nion with him, are to be admitted, without any more ads, 
But my friend's habitual practice, long ago tempteſl me 


_ Satwrs. . It rather probes, 


4 you in no wiſe caſt out: perſons brutiffily i 
| Potters of oh workip-g? Gd be Kere, 
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judgment, or righteoufneſs, a frequent term of Chriſtian 7 

fellowſhip, at be day feaſt. How ſhocking the thought! 15 
Befides, public covenanting is, every where in ſerip. Ch. 
ture, repreſented. as a volunitary, an occaſional duty. hin 
At what hazard, then, ſhould men turn it' into a tated, 07 
ordinary term of admiſſion, to the Lord's table? Would lips 


not this be, to behave as fords over," not as ſervants in ſeal 


God's houſe'? ©. | 88 

Moreover, how could a fimple adherence to à creed wit 
or confeſſion of faith; or the ſwearing of any human 
formed covenant-bond, give proper fecurity, concerttiiny 


rant of what he avows: or has 2 enough to un. 
derſtand the phrafes thereof, in a ſenſe very different, 
from that avowed by the church. On the whole, it plain- 
ly follows, that no man bught to be admitted to full 

„ without a thorough N of 
examination; in which he is called to mark his know. to 


ledge; confeſs his faith; and. profeſs his reſolution of tog 
obedience, in his own words. If hereon, it appear, he 
can, with ee and candour, ſolemnly. declare 


His ee, to a * CRIES faith ; of -Hikas a 
tawfut covenant j the former is certainly ever agreeable; 
nor, in ſorao"caſes, is the latter improper; + , 


clear foundation, you, Amelius, have oft inſiſted, Tha 
all faints; all chat love our Lord Jeſus, and have commu- 


to fuſpect him an unbeliever of that article of dur creed, MW mif 
concerning the 'noLy carbolic church, and-communion- pro 
you are for the communien offi þ 
all fnners. Him that cometh unto you for admiſſion, I «4 
eſpecially if endowed. with worldly power and wealth, I e. 


| | in their fa « te 
mily y' profaners of God's name and Sabbath; habitua f « þ, 
Arunkards; and notorious | Whore $3 you adm « f 
with the ſame marks of cheerfutneſs, as if the moſt cir * ,, 
cumſpect ſaints. Contrary to your Maſter's precept, mer 


why do you give that which is holy to dogs Why de inſp 


not you ſeparate the' precious from the vile? Why de 
8 | __ "ol 
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you not return, and diſcern between ** that feareth. 
lian rod, and him that feareth him not; that you may, be. 
ht! bis mouth. to. the people? Ab, what open enemies of 
rip- ¶ chriſt, you thus bid God ſpeed, i in going up. to 

aty. MW him afteſh, and eat and drink damnation 10 themſelves, 
ted, ¶ not diſcerning the Lord's * When you, Sir, whoſe 
ull Wl lips ſPould keep tnowledge, by admitting to the ſacred. 
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1 ſeals, multitudes of r and open. tranſgrefſory, i 
practically declare your hopes, they may be in covenant 4 

eel with God; all his children by Faith in * 124 ; ;f 

wan. what numbers you. harden. in their ſinful i 

ung gate! In contradiftion to your Maſter, Da, loud — i 1 

ano. proclaim, that wage 251 the gates: and broad is the w Way, 1 

un- chat /eadeth unto life; and fow there be that miſs us 13 

ent, W What numbers, juſt now in hell, curſe you, for giving 1 

ain- W them prompt acceſs. to eat and drink their endleſs ruin! 

full 8 theſe. trementluous hints ; to, found a title. 

ug of admiſſion to theſe haly ſeals, upon! real. ſaintſhip, love 

0. to Chriſt, and commution with him, to me appears. al- 

n of together abſurd. How:can.theſe ſecret, theſe deep, bjd- 

„ he den things, be. the foundation, the eredentials, of ad- 

dare miſſion to a public 8 Theſe | alway, re-, 

ar main with every regenerate; perſon, If they are the 

ble; eee a ed wks ns the ſaint to 


the ſacred feaſt, though beſotted with drink, as Noah.;, 
n though defiled with inceſt, as Lot; juſt involvedſin mur- 
Tha der, as David wallowing in  whoredom,, 2s. Solomon; 
umu- ¶ or with curſes and oaths: 8 his Matter, as Peter. 
If you ſay, they muſt, before admiſſion, repent of their 
d me ſcandals, your 2 fentiment is overturned; and ad- 
reed, mithon founded not upon ſaintſhip, but on an outward, 
m- of profeſſion, and conver ion. becoming the : 
= fi Heartily-.l agtce-with.our excellent Confeſlion, That 
lion, all Hints being united to one another in love, have 
alth, 28 in each * and graces ; and are 


ne- oben the eee e of ſuch duties, as conduce 
ir fa. 487 ru. do All faints by. . 4 
tun bound to mai anHOLY / FELLOWSHIP in the 


dui Bf ſhip of God, and in performing ſuch ſpiritual ſe 
t ci. * s 3 to 2 MUTUAL EDorricartox.“ u 
cept, ment, long pneoptragicted in Britain, but chiefly. the 
y do 8 my UA «all LG; are lawful, but all. 

| things 
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things are not expedient ; all things are läwful, but 
all things edify not; let all things be "dont to the ue 
of edifying ; withdraw from every brother that wilketh 
diſorderly *; with ſuch an one, no ndt to eat! if duly 
pondered, would diſpoſe you to a more favourable view, 
of the wept, to admit to the holy ſeals, in ſome cir- 
cumſtances, perſons we believe to be ſaints, Suppoſe, 
Sir, you reckoned the whole nation, yourſelf not Except-' 
ed, deep ſworn to oppoſe the abominations of Antichriſt, 
would you cheerfully admit a Papiſt, whom'you account. 
ed a faint? Would you eſteem his reſolute fupporting of 
the man of fin, no degree of ſcandal? Would your cheer- 
ful admiſſion of him in his impenitency, conduce to con- 
vince him of the evil of 'Popery ? Rather, would it not 
confirm him in thinking well of it; arid thus render you 
a partaker in Babylon's ſins and plagues ? © Suppoſe you 
believed Preſbyterian government founded on the word 
of God; and the whole nation by ſolemn oath bound to 
maintain it: ſuppoſe” you believed perſons intruded into 
the paſtoral function, climbed up ſome other way than 
| by the door, and were ſpiritual thiever and robbers : ſup- 
poſe you eſteemed ſuch mmitters, as are habitually in- 
_ dolent and unfaithful in what is good, but active and 
obſtinate in overturning the cauſe of God, to be guilty of 
ſcandal; would you reckon'it” no way offenſive to con- 
temn ſaid government; or obſtinately to cleave to fuch a 
paſtor, as a faithful miniſter? * Would you reckon the 
ready admiffion of him that did ſo, a means to convince 
him of his guilt ?- Tf it did not, would it prove an holy and 
edifying fellowſhip'to him? Or if it hardened others in 
any thing finful, tempting them to think contemptibly of 
ſome point of · reformation, or favourably of fome defec- 
tion; if, at the ſame time, it grieved ſome of“ the more 
circumſpect in the congregation, in which he was admit- 
ted; if, too, he had open acceſs and full freedom to re- 
ceive the facraments eHewhere ; could it conduce to an 
HOLY and Eprryixe fellowſhip, to admit him with you ? 
For the admiſſion of one or two faints, Who have full 
freedom and acceſs elſewhere to receive theſe” 7525 
i 2 ein ; ian 24 5 . 1 05 Di ls, 
„1 Cor. k. 23. and vi. 12. and xiv. 26. 2 TBeſſ. iti. & 
cc. G 104. 33 2 148 „neee 
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15 ſeals, could it be expedient or holy, to harden ſome in 
"Wl their fin, to 3 the heart of others more tender, or 
th . 

vo introduce 


iſturbance into a congregation ? To do this 
bor the ſake of one or two ſaints, who in ſome things live 
contrary to the laws of Heaven, and their . own ſolemn 
row, would it be Holy, expedient, or edifying? Would 


den it prove an holy and edifying fellowſhip, ſhould you ad- 
* mit ſuch to theſe ſacred ſeals, whom, in cafe of the moſt 


' MW notorious ſcandal, immediately after, you could do no- 
nt. thing to cenſure? If an indie 


if it make our brother offend ; if by it, we grieve, we 
on: deſtroy our weak brother, for whom Chriſt died “; how 
sit poſſible, he who does any thing, not commanded of 
God, which tends to ſtumble or gneve any of his fellow 
Chriſtians, can be free of ſome degree of ſcandal ; ſome 
fin againſt Chriſt ? Suppoſe he'be a ſaint, is not his dif- 
obedience to God, his cruelty to his brother, his diſre- 
— of the peace of the church, a conſiderable crime 
$ 


ſuch caſes, if he has a faith of liberty, does not at Chriſt's 
command #eep-:t to himfelf+? On the whole, to me it 


uſurpation of the power of Chriſt, and tyranny over the 
conſciences of men: and that, eſpecially in a broken 
ſtate of the church, no ſmall prudence is neceſſary to or- 
der her fellowſhip. ſo, as my beſt promote the glory of 
God, and the holineſs and edification of men. 


LE rr = 


Or exwarx CurrsTians Parvitects and Power, _ 


2 ? aa church; that Jeſus Chriſt alone is her ſovereign 
full Head; that her members muſt be ſuch as profeſs their 
faith and obedience to him, and their children, It is 


ds 


he very worthy of the communion of ſaints, who in 


particular government divinely inſtitute in the Chriſ- + 


rent practice, ſuch as ent- 
ing of fleſh, is to be forborne, while the world ſtandeth, 


appears, no term of Chriſtian fellowſhip, not ſtated in 
ſcripture, is ever to be impoſed; or can, without Popiſh 


$4.43 


E „„ proper, 
1 Cor. viii. 1,13. Rom. xiv, 13-23. Þ+ Rom. xiv. 
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30 
proper, Amelius, we next explore, hat power and pri po 


in the ſacred volumes. For ed:fication 5 for building her 


ed“. Their power 75 given them for edification, not 
for de eftruthon 5 they have no power againſt the truth, 


her ordinances calculated. The word read-and-preached, 
is to turn men from darknefs-to light, from the power of 


Jauh\|. Obſtinate tranſgreſſors are to be excommuni. 


and the church preſetved from — tn raſh es 2 
tents are to be abſolved, that they be not /avarlowed 


viour's blood; and given to the church: to them, each 
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. are divinely conferred on her; and to whom. ta 
t all eccleſiaſtic power and authority i is, by our a. ¶ juc 


dored Redeemer, beſtowed, for the advantage of hi go 


whole church, no member excepted, is clearly marked 


up on him, her ſole foundation; for bringing her mem. 
bers to the ſlulure f his fulneſs, are apoſtles, evangeliſts, 
| mens; teachers, and every other officer, therein appoint: 


but for the truth +. For ediſication, is every one of 


Satan to God; that by faith they may neceive remiſſion of 
fins, and an (inheritance amm them that are ſandli 
fed f. The facraments-are to feel up men'ito the day of 
redemption . Offenders are to be admoniſhed, that 
they may be gatned from their fin and danger to the 
Lord; are to be rebweed, that others may fear to do 
wickedly ; and that wavering minds may be ſoumd in the 


cated, that their Reſh, their corruption, may be deſtroy- 
ed; and their ſpirit or ſoul ſaved in the day of the Lord; 


of overmuch ſorrow **, | Theſe 9 of . 
are therefore invaluable privileges purchaſed with a 9a- 


— 


of her members, as need requires, has an undoubted 
right. Every member has a right to perform the duties 


_ 
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PR 


| prayer, reading the word of God, meditation, private I Thi 
be. and the like. He has a right to try the doctrine ¶ men 
* practice of teachers, that he may not believe every war: 
ſpirit ++ : a right to prove what he reads or hears, by mot] 


the word of God, that he may hold faſt: that which ii lag 
good tt. . . e nd 1 has al 


\ P ' 2 ö . l * 
8 N E iv. Il, - 13. 4 3 cor. 2 11 to. F 5 Ad: LE 
XXVi. we 18. 5 81 Pet. inn. 21. © Matth. uni. 15-7 w Mai) 
1 Tim. v. 20. Tit. i. 13. | I Cor. v. 5 714. . 


ii. 7. TT 1 John iv. 1. I Acts xvii. 11. 1 Tueſſ. v. — Wn. 


power to chuſe as A who are edits "IE, 


to rule over him; and thus mark out. the perſon; he 


judges praper to — power of alhce. from wa, 0: 


9 the enn of author 10d wer in che com- 
eee atwary eee ſeparate from, or 
connected with church; oſſicers? It is not. No ſuch 


power was given them by Chriſt, While on earth. If it 
had, the apottles ſhould: have derived their power from 


the people; the founders-of the Chriſtian church ſhould 
have been canſequential to, and empowered by her. Con- 
trary ta a multiplicity of tcriptures, they had been the 


apo/tes of men, not of 3 Chriſt f. That no ſuch 


os the peapla, after. the a apaſtles re 


ceived their —— no leſs maniſeſt. Church - officers | 
were (til divinely termed che anthag/adore, fewards, mi- 


rr of Chriſt t. They: are marked to denve their 
office i from him; never from the people. 
Chriſt, net che people, is marked to arvz them; mark- 


ed to sx them in the church, to male them over/ſeers F. 


In his, not the peoples name, 


they are commanded. to 


t. Fo nin, e che n n rer at laſt, grue 
an ac .. | 

No where does. * * —— the Chriſtian 
people, as poſſeſſod 


of, ar warranted to gras 17h any of- 
fer- pour im the church. Not. 1 


to adminiſter the ſacraments, theſe 
This: is connected witch -preac 


. Not the private 


members. of the church, but her officers, are divinely 
warrantech totordain others, preſbyvers, or 'deacons. Ti- 


mathy was ordained, not by the people but by the /ay- 
eros hk r ch 


V 4 5 14 1 26. 3 275. e 23+ 
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Maik vi, 11. 1 2 Cor. v. 10, 2p: 1 Cor. ir. 1, 2. 
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19. Heb. xiü. 1), 18: om. K. 15. 
1 1 Cor. i IV. I, Mark xvi. 85 16. b 


Aunon f 55 "Nob cht prople; bur their paſtors, * power 
God. 
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© ONES, the. rulers, as the 


whole body, of the faithful. Experience ſhews, how 
teach ; how few able rightly to divide the word F truth, 


he hath promiſed ta in heaven. To theſe 


overſeere, rulers, guides, governmente, &c. 


9. 11 
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church were ordained, not by the people, but Ab Paul 
and Barnabas. Deacons: were ordained, not by the mul. 
titude of believers, but by the apoſtles. Io ordain -prel- 
byters and deacons, were Timothy and Titus left in 
places, or ſent long journeys , How abſurd this, if 
the multitude of believers could have done it themſelves! 
Not the people, but their church-officers, are divinely 
marked, and required, to cenſure the ſcandalous, or ab- 
ſolve the penitent. To the apoſtles, and their ſucceſſors, 
it was given, to bind and to 490 the offenders ++ The 
excommunicatien of the inceſtuous Corinthian, was in- 
flicted, not by the All., but by the many, or the chrzr 
original, word ſignifies. Paul 
the apoſtle, delivered Alexander and Hymeneus to Sa- 
tan. Titus the evangeliſts, not the people, is e 
to reject, or excommunicate, the obſtinate heretic f. 

No where in ſcripture, are the gifts. neceſſary for ec- 
cleſiaſtic office, promiſed, or marked as given, to the 


FZS FFB 


many of them are deſtitute thereof: how, few apt 10 


and to convence gain/ayers: how. few to try the 
learning of miniſters; or to try falſe apoſtles, and find them 
 {zars. Scripture and expetience ſhe w, theſe. gifts are pro- 
miſed to, and beſtowed upon the . of the church. 
+ r to aſſiſt them I $44 
in baptizing, and in teachi wa, fill the end of the po 


world, The diſcipline of 2 3 er e 


intimate a miſſion. and bid nene Holy Gel, to fur- . 
wiſh them for their work {. to t 

No where in ſcripture, is ks, body of the Chriſtian of t 
Wen marked by ſuch characters, as imports. authority I 77f 
lodged in them. Never are they ſtiled Saber, elders, ¶ the 


hereof, * are n as 1 * 


1 Tim, iv, 14. Ads A Iv. ag. 44 vi. 37 6. Tit. I; 1 
it, N 22. J Matth. Xvifl. 18. and zvi. 19. 
v. 4. 2 Cox. ii. 6. 1 Tim. i. 20. Tit, it, 10. arth, 
xxVlii. Is 99: and xvii. 19. n 3 1 
m. ui. 5. es 
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and-fed p che fa bvür fren ; the- body ge 1 9 
— 4 uche Lord 1 eder e 


Wu dirty” wdging © 
church. oer in r the hkl Produce! 
Alf /fhould be rulers ; none! renault to be ruled. "Rulers 
ſuould hirye rate 5 und yer-over nothing at alt; "Thus, 
the curch; herſelf, becomes Rewards of che myſteries 
of 'God'y' and non i left; to whory'they carr he diſpen 
ſed. If faimfip, nryſui cal unden witk Chrifh; 3 is Ge/chan- | 
nel of eee — er 4 children, who know not 
their right hand from the feſt; Women, whe are divinely 
diſcharged ro. in uber edc; muſt have! from Chrift, 
a power equal with nd rule in hery id 46 diſpenſe 
the ordinances of rue goſpel; for "children and women 
may be ay truly ſaiuto others in Chriſt chere is nei - 
ther male nor female. Ot ſhouid all the Chriſtian 
people, "but adult males, be excluded from rule; the 
power is no more lodged in the community of the kaich- 
fat, but in à repreſentative chureh of adult males. And 
what chen ſhall be the channel öf conyeying this power 
» the adeh males? Where is the facred oracle affirm- 
ing; that adult manhood gives oe a pechHar relation to 
Christ, or hid church? BHO T add, into What incu- 
rahle Hilorder and Gion, een wee of Al church- 
power "th" the is,” thirow"the followers er Chriſt ? 


How thalt they, eith fleet or be drawn 
off from Meir birfinels, to fads of wehrt is above their . 
wache, werten del Sitten try ruck ordaih paſtors 3 


to try; fubtile hereties; and, if obRindte)/ caſt them, Wor 
of che ehtrch? Ir ehe Sars bes ty ef every tore 
rutian, poſſeſs 's of beer ben bah doth 
af rape Se ac 9 Chriſtiame, as ONE BODY, 
de Jpn epene dne upon another; as' a cry 
by 5 parts are MMI eonftected nd de- 
denden; What 2 wide doot is this opened for 3, what 
ety ſecurec to, fubtile blafhemers,' crafty Hereties ? 
Should the erroneous deceiver py oo greater, part of 
ir a8 U af C. 5 NA HY.» N 


ee 4 be n. even, hende {ng 
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formation here 


reclaim them. 
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his hearers to his ſide; how ſhall the reſidue / 
bim? how ſhall 


perhaps, moſtly > Roth n hope of re. 
n, ſuppoſe a congregation, 
though but of eight or ten perſons, fall into grievous er- 
rorꝭ or ſcandal; there is no eecleſiaſtic means left to 
The are totally ty: on all the 
reſt of the Chriſtiam world. my friend, into 


the caſe of the Engliſh: independent eg. in Holland; 


and fee ſuch confuſlons as theſe, verified in experience, 


they Taft him out of the church? If the 
— elders, or deacons, fall into error, or ſcandal; 
how improper, that none mould be their Judges, their 
correctors, but their ſpiritual pupils and children j'theſe, | 


| — 0 
vent, or aboliſh, perſecution, profaneneſs, idolatry, ſu- 
| perſtition, hereſy; and n elſe tends to * ex- 
ternal hindrance of the pure wo of God“. He i 
to maintain for her, her fulneſs m 
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to ſuch noted degrees, as may give us an everlaſting dil. 


is 


e mee ah 0 Ng Cf, I 494 
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| Or Macrorratss Powe f In, "Thx "urns, | 
rar the civil magiſtrate is the vie 


in the government of every thing civil, inſpiration 
affirms: — he ſhould be the flave of church-rulers, 


obliged implicitly: to ratify their deciſions, antichriſt, 


not ſcripture or reaſon, allows. Wlatever authority, 


Afa, Jehoſbaphat, Hezekiah, and Joſiah, exerciſed to- 
wards the 4 the ſame may he, in every age, ex. 

erciſe, with reſpect to the Chriſtian church. As a ur- 
Jing (father, a 5 of God, he is empowered to pro- 
tect, ronize, and encourage her; that her member 
0 + 145 ty, in "all god meſs and boneſty. By the 


his civil power in her favour, he is to pre- 


ſpiritual piilegs 
granted by Chriſt: is to. promote the publio adminiſtre- 


ion of, we ee e e of the 
33 _— 71 Aj 4:4 ” "py tte gloriou 
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liticalor civil manner, is his undoubted 


of God (. As head of Civil family, 


his dominions require ( 
ought to enforce the laws of Chriſt 3; and ſuch-ecclefiaſtic 


, avd xxxv. chap. * xiii 


wa 
7 


DV - 
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. goſpel... He Weiner e that 


gi 3 and with msintenance, lar e- and teachers (). 


To regulate the: external affairs of Ahe churobj>in: a po- 

province. In 
this methad, hei is exipowered:to, reform her .cortuptions 
in doctrine, warſhip, diſcipline, or government: for this 


end he may indie and- call. nods of church-officers, to 
to the word 


may appoint 
of 


ſettle, -and gayern: her matters, according 


public faſts and ivings, as 


With 


the circumſtances 
his 


ſtatutes; of churgh-officers, as he finds warranted there - 


by. By it he may compel. het rulers and members, to 
an external performance of their duty: and is t0/puniſh 


every groſs and open violation of the divine law, unte 
Pas x or to baniſhment,: or io impriſonment, or to con- 


fiſcation of goods, Dc. (d). This power of the 
about the affairs of the Chriſtian By e 


firm, her privileges diſponed to her-b 
trench on, or — her thereof. 


the ſtate z not in a ſpiritual, or over them as they are 
members of the — Chin 


That no magiſtrate, as ſuch, has 98 


or authority, over the Chriſtian church, ſhines with a- 
dundant evidence in the ee to the magi- 


e r Jul NED trat 644 Ne 


0 52 Chr A. 1 A 2 1 ata 4 4 TE UW. 7 
6; ig. a | XXiX. xxx. 1. 
8 peta ut. 8.—26. 1 on. xxii. to xxvi. 


chap. 2 Chron. xxx. 4,8. "Rad ny 8,3. Neh. xiii. 10, 14. 


(b) Exod: xxxii! oh xxiv. 2 Kiagt xvlii. and xxtii. 2 Chron, 
xv. xvii, dix. c. chap- (e) v Sam vii. 6. 4 Chron. xx. . 
"Ezra viii: 31. Jer. Axxvi. 6, Jon. ii. 97 (A) 2 Chrov, xv xxxiv.. 
ii. 28, 29, and vi. 26, 23. 
2 Chron. XXiX, 1 2 XXX, 1. "2 Kis $ viii. 6. Deut xvib 
18.—20. 1 Kings it. 26, 5 8b 4H! 2 Ne. Deut. 
Gen. ix. 6. Neab. rr 30.—34 iff Job Kli 
25. Exod. xxii. 1. — 1b. Deut. & 16. 1 l. xiil. 1 C. an 
11 1 Lev. xv 2,-8.' Cron. tv 13; 16 Job xxxi. 
ed. Lev. Ait 13, 76. Dub If 35. Numb. 4e: 336. 
fore xii. 3, 4. 1 Pet. fi. 15 17 "Or 28. (We Alix. 23, 
bs * — N N n 


civit authority, he 


iſtrate, 
a nur- 
fing father, to help; not to Hurt her, to add to, or con- 
Chriſt; not to in- 
is to be exerciſed 
in a civil manner over — us belonging ta 


. rirat: 
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_tAs ſuch, the; magitrate. ia vo 1 at all; 
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kate f but. ta his apoſtles,. and their ſuecaſſort, 
gave the beyr of ib hinpdom q, heaven ;: the awer o 
eva leſiaſtic order and gowremmeant . Nor was then, 
any civil pine, do whom they could be giĩrem Nat td 
the ho were vidlent perſecutors. of Chrift and 


his. cauſe ; and: from whom.the: ſeopteer was juſti depart. 


ing z not. to the Heachem wha: were not members. of: — 
church ʒ but open enemies to him and bis intæreſt.: not 
ta the Chrgtzan ;, who had acne. all, _—_— of 


| | pears ae : Nin ne: (Hit 4 - 
|| For various ages, while: magiſtrates continued 1 
whole. power of tho 
Chriſtian abhurch exereiſed. The word. was publicly 
rende and preadhed 5 th¹ dacraments diſpenſad; the un- 


aut bloody: pertecutors,. was the 


tuly adromibed; ;; the ſaandalous rebuked; ; tlie obſtinate 


tuanſgreſſora n u˖nmncate ß; the panitent ahſolved; 
prefhyters aud desc ordeined ; {ynods convened 3 and 


eer leflaſtic decrees enacted f, Can,nay 4 Amelius inſtruct, 


Tat the apoſtles, evangeliſts, and primitive preſbyters, 


herein uſurped the magiltratical power? On can he do- 
cument, that, ſince their death, the power they divinely 
received, was: — eee 7 Noyitia too 
abſurd to attempt. Ark 


No Where L find him in the ſacred. lift of her rulers 1. 
a noman or child, he may be incapable of eceleſi- 


attic authority:$l” Being an Heathen, 2 


much as a member: diet God, ; 1wbout Chi, and 
wathont hope in the. wor/d;; nat ſubject to our Mediator a3 
fach, not intereſted * tingdom, 


__ {1s Au ee Hel for th Chriſ- 


tian church ?, A t 


Non ig church.g Soeren dale ge den ba, but l. 
nate, with the ciel the: church having as full power in 


herſelf to WR r 1 as os fuse Nos to 3 


hers, 


ae dg e. 0 1 
4 | 24, ds iv. 1. Nn A xx. 4. 
10 — 1 CE | * . Ih Ad as 


I, and xiv. 23. 1 — 14. TI. I. 3. Acts N. 1-6, 
1. Tun. v. 20. 4855 1 1 Tim. 1020. 2 e 


XV. and XW. 4 1 ene Cor. xii. 28. Eph 
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Ler. VI. Of Magifrote power in the church. 37 
hers, independent of the church. The officers wf the 


church are ſes over her, not by the ſtate; but by the. 


Holy Ghoft ; they are the miniſters, not of be ſtate; but 


of Chrift; and are over private Chriſtians in the Lord *, 
They are appointed e diſpenſe ſacraments und 


cenfures, &c. Which kin ves have no warrant 


to perform f. They are Hinein commanded to execute 
their office, without waiting the muigiſtrate's conſent; 
nay, ſuppoſe he forbid, threaten, nn puniſh for the ſame . 


To appeal from them, to him, as f 5 7 judge; there is 


no ſhadow of warrant : the 'priefs /þ Fru Feep bnow- 
ledge, and we are do receive the'law' at 

ſentence, next to that of Jeſus himſelf, we muſt acquiĩeſce: 
the ſpirits even þ Gra the bang t muſt be Jubjedt to the pro- 
phetrF. Na iſtrate prove à diſorder- 


ly member o che cha ie @ ers may withſtand and 


cenſure him. If hie is obſtinate' in diene dne LY ey 
dekver by e ame 

In many reſpects, Raser pee er auth. 
together” d. rent, from the civil veſted in the 


matter; their mamer; their end. The church, the ob- 


ject of the former, is very different from the common- 


wealth, the object of the litter,” She is Chriſt's body 
and ſp ouſe 3 not that of v e . Her officers 
are appointed, choſen; and ordained by direction, and 
are the fewwardgs and ambaſſadors, of Chalk, not of the 


magiſtrate : and ſet up, not for civil; but ſpiritual 


ends, of preaching,” praying, giving and receivin 

facraments, &c. To — 2 3 hurch and Anas 
to give Jeſus the le, who'faid,” My tingdon'ir not of this 
world ++, as every ſtate i is. It is to infer, that Where 
is no ckugeb, there ces, eee en 


ite 17 1 5 t IF; every 
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undes Ar. 22, An Bee, ' + Rom. 


„ 13. 2 Chron xxei, 18, 19. ARy iv. 19, 20. Cor 
v. 0. % 2 7 We 18 189 „ ü. 

xvii. 8-10. I Cor. both Ag 4 l xVi. 4. "(a1 
ll, ' PS Matth. xviii.. I 549-18 FRF a: E h. i. 22. and v. 24. 
i - Vo 11. * Cor. oY Gor. 271 37 4+ er x 
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mouth ; 7 in his 


„ al 
ſtrate: they differ in their odject 3 their ſource; 2 
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judge according; to laws. human, as.well as divine; can 


7 : 


every member of 2 came; Maas or Pa- 


gan, is 2 member af the Chriſtian church, and a dif- 
ciple of Chriſt : that every officer of the church, by vir- 
tue of his office, is an officer of the date. How. glaring 
the abſurdity, the contradiction to ſeripture * ! In its 
general, nature, civil goverument flows — and is ordain- 
ed of God, as the xox, the aul ER of men; and the 


particular frame and. offices thereof, are an ordinance of 


men +, In its, whole form and offices, the ecclefiaſtic 
flows. from, and is appointed by Jeſus Chriſt, as the me- 
diatorial head af his church 4. The. autlority of the 
ſtrate. is that of making civil ſtatutes; of rewarding 
texaporel rewards ;, . indicting even on peni- 


| tank * 1 puniſtunents; fines, impri- 


ſonment, e c.; and it. may lawfully reſide 

in. the. yooghs 3 or in one perſia, wan. woman, child, 
Heben 4 to b „ Heathens, 
—— is that of preaching the 12. diſpen- 
ſing the ſacraments; infliction af bis tuat and medicinal 
cenſures q always: abſolving the penitent. I: cannot be, 
lodged, in the people; in 2 perſon; in a woman; 
a child, or Heathen: and refpeats. only ſuch as are with. 
in the church „ In the exerciſe of civil power, we 


enacdh new. ftatutes 3, employ; only temporal rewards — 


Puniſhments; act as, or in the name of, ſupreme: magi. 
Aratea zt and often by delegates In, the exerciſe of 
churchrpower, we mult judge only according · to the: ſpi- 


ritual rale of God's ward-z can anact no new lavs.; muſt 


_ employ: only ſuch; encouragements-and diſcipling, as-afte&Q 


the conſerence;multat ſolaly/in the nws Chriſt z cans 
net delegate gur power: to another . 4. . witneſs 
rejection of Saul, end leproſy, of can the 


auguſteſt monarch on earth, 2 infinkte azard, u- 


ſurp hs exerciſe 177 . FR immediate end of 
1 gh. — bo . | N 7 v7. i ” 6. 12 2 Civil 


e xxvil. K. 1 Rom. nil. 127 Eph. k. 12. > Tims i. 
1 Aud iv. 8. 1 Tias. iv. 1 e if. 10. AG, 27 4. 
Luke, xii. 13, 14. 2,4. 1 Ws 13. 
„ xvi. iy: Ane ey 1 8 > Fo tr iv. IT, 12 en 


.. 13. 2 Cor. 2. * l Match. xxviii, bo bob 22 77. 


| = I Cor. V. 4» dil 1 Sam. xili. . 2 Chron. xxvi. 16,—22. 


Tx. vi. Of Magiftrates power inthe church. og 
Pa- vivil government, äs the ont, ard welfare of all che mm- 
diſ. bers of the cammenwealth. The immediate end of the 
ir. MY ecclefiaſtic, is the fperutual advantage of human | fouls; 
ing Wl chietiy theſe who 3 to Chriſt's body the — 
its The powers being ſo different, it cannot but follow, that 
un- the magiſtrate, as ſucb, is inveſted with no ſpi 
the power, far leſs with a ſupremacy i in the Chriſtian church: 
and to claim it, muſt be as oY Axichrifian, as that of 
ſtic the Romiſh pop. = 

ne- Imagine not, Amelius, that. theſe ſentiments $ detract 
the from the civil authority. No; every miniſter = Chriſt 
d to teach his hearers 40 0bcy.the-magiſtrate, in 
Tor — ing lawful gz; not for fear of external: puniſhment; 
ori · but for conſcience ale. Theſe: inſtructionꝭ he muſt en- 
ide force with the authority of Gods; the example and love. 
ud, rt Chriſt : the horrors af damnation; to the-diſobedient : : 
ns. if the joys af heaven, to-theſe whocotbbientiondly'y 11 
en. He is charged to inſlict . diſcipline to the higheſt on che 2 1 
nal who de/piſe 'domunions, und Head evil "of -alignities WM 
be, None of Jeſus” ordinances interfere vrith the civil imereits wu 
in ; of mon. _ are calculate to make us live ſoberly, 
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gi. v0 4% god ie them thing have ud. "How: offetiual: 
of to promote the peaer, Wealth, and hongur of n ngtion! 
{pi Even — of the church, affact pothiug, which 
vaſt I falls under che cognitance of human la. The perſon 0 
ie WW admonithed or excommuncate , 18 thereby gt a whit ' . 


th. I righteoufly,/ and +godly': to inſtigate us to fh. GO | | 
we IM bonour the ling.; give honour to auhom thondur' 45 due; | 
can cuſfom to: whom cum bing wo nidnany things but Is , 
and IM {ove one andther:; to love o neighbour ns: 0a9;/6 3 and | 
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I ae Wen *. arty... ee 


Eben, a. 


an MW poorer, "weaker, idler, untuljer, &. reſpecting the ag. [ 
aeſs fairs of this world, then before, - Wkere, my friend, can Ni | 
the ven mark more farthbul ſubjects, than theſe, who beliey- 1 ö 
u- Jed Chriſt to de the only hend of dre church WD hath 
of therein appointed a government diſtinct from the bivl. 


wil magiſtrate Amid the 'rebeNioas and Uiforders unnum - jt 
{irs dered in the Romiſh empire, from Tbwerius to Con- "2 
1 4. ſtantine the Great, for about 300 years, did ever the 
Is e e . 0 
n eier . e . 
24 Rom! 1.—4. t Tim. Ws 4 ae p- 
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Did ever the Waldenſes, the Bohemian brethren, the 
French Proteſtants, or / Britiſh Preſbyterians; take arm 


againſt their ſovereign, except [tyranny obli. 
ged them in ſelf-defence? No; that G3 of an oppoſite 
entiment, have dane e 125 nals of our 3 
e atteſt. We FEY : RIM | 


s v * * 
% 


; 4 * * 


Ep LETTER. VII. 
Or Drocxsan Bisnors Orriox AND Foie? * 


TAs our adored Maſter intruſted the government of 
his Chriſtian church, to dioceſan p15#ors, ſuperi- 

or to teaching preſbyters? Theſe, my friend has often 
told me, are 5 5 mentioned in the ſacted page; 
e their office eſtabliſhed on the pattern of the Hebrey 
4 high prieſt. They ſucceed to the twelve apoſtles; a; 

4 preſbyters do to the sxvenry.. james dhe leſs, wa 

D bilkep; at Jeruſalem, Timothy at. Epheſus 3 Titus* at 
Crete. ſeyen angels of = Aſian churches, men- 
& tioned in \ the apocalyptic Roy and epiſtles, were 
i their dioceſan prelates, The whole current of ortho- 
* dox fathers in the Chriſtiay church, join to ſupport 
the office.“ But, knows not my dear Amelius, 
that the ſagacious - Uſher, the learned Stillingfleet, the 
Dee, Dodwel, with almoſt every abler author of the 


relatic perſuaſion, readily grant the office of dioteſan hi 


Bisuor to have no foundation in wi: 
not, that till this moment, the parliament would 
never eſtabliſh Prelacy, 6 4 on yd bracles of 
truth? Knows he not the E ht of our Epil- 
copalian brethren, between theſe of the 2 
Popiſh perſuaſion? If, on church · gohernment and Ai 
cipline, they diſpute with the former ; they are unmer; 
_ Cifully drubbed with the arguments, themſelves had uſed 
_ againſt:the Janer. If they diſpute with tbeſe, they are 
mauled with the very arguments, * had uſed ; againk 
thoſe. Inteſtine war too, rages in all their borders, 
| Scaree a text, ſcarce an argument, is produced, in { 
vours of Prelacy, but their principal writers are by the 
cars about it; Dodwel againſt Hammond; the critical 
Whitby againſt the welt Pair: the more judicious Stil 


e? Knows he 


5 1 | 


: 1 * 
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Lrr. VII. Of Dioceſan Biſhops office and power. 4 
lingfleet, and his brethren Whitaker, Whitgift, Bilſon, 


&c. againſt all the three. To refute what has been 


hinted in favour of the Prelatic office; no more would 
be es og, N a rehearſal of what its ſupporters have 


publiſhed. - But, this apart, for preſent replj y. : 
Bisnors are indeed mentioned in our authoriſed tranſ- 
lation of tlie oracles of God. The name, however, of 
itſelf, imports no lordly rule. It fignifies no more than 
OVERSEER, as every preſbyter is to his flock. Some, if not 
moſt, of the framers of our laſt tranſlation, hearty friends 
to the Epiſcopal cauſe, were fond to find any oma, re- 
ſembling its ſtuff. In the very houſe of Baal, they hap- 
pily found vesTry and vesrments*. The biſhops, who 
reviſed the work, were equally zealous for their own ho- 
nour. They altered fourteen places of the New Teſta- 
ment verſion, to make it ſpeak in a more Epiſcopalian 
ſtrain. Where the word Eriscoros was found; if the ren- 
dering it biſhop, ſeemed to ſupport the Prelatic oauſe; it 
was Yone+, Where it ſeemed to do hurt, they tranſlated 
it op RS EEAS H. Evrscoee, Which they render biſhopric, 


CY 


ſignifies juſt THE OFFICE OF AN OVERSEERS, and by them- 
ſelves, it is tranſlated vrsrTarionfl. TP. 
In vain you mentioned the pattern of the Hebrew high 
prieſt. His office was wholly typical J. Chriſt, the, 
great <1gh prieft of our profeſſion, long ago came in his 
ſtead, and aboliſhed the typical office, by the death of 


I his croſs . After this, to argue from the Hebrew | 


high prieſthood, in the ma ner you do, is to ſeduce us, 
from the amiable 2 l. oſes and his fiery law ; to, 
Moſes and his burdenſome yoke. Nor will the argument 
avail 3 unleſs you inirudt, that the officers of the Chri- 
tian church enter their funclion by lineal ſucceſſion; un- 
leſs you fix his Hottxess, or ſome other, univerſal biſhop, 
or ” prieſt, at their head; unleſs facrifices, altars, aud 
ſacred manſions, be reftored to their ancient form. 
Nor, till after the Saviour's reſurreCtion, was any 
Chriſtian church formed on earth. Till then, he and, 
his miſſionaties preached, = that the bingdom of God, 
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the Chriſtian diſpenſation was come ; but that it war 4. 
hand *, Pill then, the ſacred Wien of the twelve 
was therefore no leſs temporary, than that of the ſeventy. 
In miſſion, in ſucceſs, where hes the preference of the 
one to the other, m what errand they went, before 1 


Saviour®s death ? The ſeventy had an immediate miſſion © 


from Chriſt. They appear ſolely ſubjected to him. Ihey 
had power given. them to preach the goſpel; to heal the 
diſeaſed; to caſt out devils. They had dittinguilhed ſuc- 
ceſs. 'In their miſſion, what. more had the tw elve +? 
Ve hen, after his reſurrection, the twelve received their 
miſſion for life, they were veſted with an extraordinary 
function; wherein they can have no ſucceſſor. An im- 
mediate call from Chriſt ; a commiſſion extending equal- 
ly to every nation; authority to found, and equally go- 
vern every church; an infallibility in teaching; a con- 
ſtant power to work miracles ; to ſpeak with tongues un- 


learned; and to confer the 1 influence of the 


Holy Ghott, diſtinguiſhed their character f. Where is the 
dioceſan prelate, his Holineſs not excepted, that brings 
ſuch credentials? If there is none, why an abſurd pre. 
tence, to ſucceed the apoſtles in their ſuperior office ? 
Was James dioceſan of Jeruſalem ?' I deſtderate the 
proof, What author, that lived within 200 or 300 years 


of his death, fays any thing coming up, to the point? 


He much reſided at Jeruſalem, What then ? He there 
directed the church. What proves this? That he threw 
off his apoftolate, his general charge; and degraded Eim- 


ſelf into a dioceſan, who has the char ge of no more than 


a particular province? Nothing more abſurd. | 
The Epiſcopal power of Timothy and Titus, you n0 
doubt found on their ordination of preſby ters or biſhops ; 
and the poſtſcripts to their epiſtles. Theſe poſtſcripts 
are of no weight; are of no divine authority; but were 
added, at leaſt in their preſent form, ages after their 
death, by ſoine bold impoſtor. That neither of the two 
were dioceſ an wider any where, is clearly marked in 


| the 


* Matth. iv. 1. and x. 7. Luke xxi. 31. 2nd xxii. 16 Is, 
+ Matth. x. Luke x. 1.22. 4 Mark Xvi. 1 en, Jobi 
xx. 2123. Acts tbrougbcut. 
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the true ſayings of God. There we find, that both were 


evangeliſts, who, at the direction of the infpired Paul, 


travelled along with him; or were ſent by him, . 
or water churches; and to ordain officers therein. When 


he wrote his epiſtles to the Theſſalonians, Romans, He- 


brews, Coloſſians, Philippians, and 2d to the Corinthi- 
ans, Timothy was with him; and, ordinarily, along wit! 
him, ſalutes the churches: © He was ſent to Corinth: 


charged to abide ſtill at Epheſus : was afterward in Itz- 


ly: at leaſt was intended to be ſent to- Philippi : and was 


called to Rome *. Titus was Paul's 24ntwer ; attendant 


to him at Jeruſalem. With grief he miſſed him at Troas; 
he was ſent to Corinth; left at Crete; called to Nicopo- 
lis; departed to Dalmatia f. In conſtitute churches, it 


doth not appear, that even apoſtles had the leaſt ſuperi- 


ority in government, to an ordinary paſtor, - A preſby- 
tery eſtabliſhed at Lyſtra, Paul finding Timothy there: 


by laying on of his down hands, he conferred the Holy 
Fhoit ;-to ordain him an evangeliſt he required the aying 


on of the hands of the preſbytery along with himſelf. Is 


it, my friend, for the honour of moſt dioceſans, to claim. {| 


theſe tivo evangeliſts for their pattern? Like them, are 
they ordained ba proſbycery? Give they themſelves 
wholly to the miniſterial work, preaching in ſeaſon, and 
out of ſeaſon 2 Carefully keep they the goſpel-truſt com · 
mitted to them? Conſciencioully commit they the miniſtra 


to faithful men? Avoid they rath ordination of church- 
officers? Without partiality, rebuke they before all, the 
notorious ſinner t? No: but the very reverſe,  _ 
Where, in the infallible oracles of God, is the re- 


moteſt hint, the angels of the ſeven Aſian churches were 


dioceſan cithops? The character axcer. is given to any 
meſlenger of God, created or divine ||. Sometimes 


„ Theſſf. i. 1. 2 Theſf. i. 1. Rom. xvi. 27. Heb xili. 23. 


Col. i. 1. Phil. ii. 19. 2 Cor. i. 1. 1 Cor. iv. 17. and xvi, 10. 


2 Cor, i. 19. and iii. 2, 6. 1 Tim. i. 3. Heb. xin. 23. Phil. ii. 


Gal. ii. 1, 3. 2 Cor. ii. 13. and vii. 


19. 2 Tim. iv. 9, 12. 1 
6, 7, 16, 23. and xii. 18. - | 
IV. 14. and iv. I4,---16. 2 Tim. ii. 4. and iv. 2. 1 Tim. vi. 20. 


2 Tim. ii. 2. 1 Tim. v. 20 — 42. [] A £) i. 1 Mal. ii 7» 
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it ſignifies a number of perſons; one put for many: it 
even ſignifies a number of miniſters, they being one in 
their common work and defign*®, When Paul planted 
the church of Epheſus, he left a number of preſbyters 
there; but no hint of a ſuperior gisnor: nay, he calls 
cach of theſe preſby ters, a BIsHo or overſeer, conſtitute 
ſuch by the Holy Ghoſt +. Jeſus, the divine walker 
amid theſe churches, addreſſes the angel of Smyrna, as 
a plurality of perſons; Fear none of theſe things, whith 
thou ſhalt ſuffer ; the devil ſhall caſt ſome of you into 
Priſon, that vs may be tried; and vt ſhall have tribu- 
lation ten days. The angel of Pergamos, the angel of 
_  Thyatira, is addreſſed in the ſame plural terms f. Shews 

not this plainly, that theſe ange/s, inſtead of dioceſans, 
were unite bodies of preſpyters; many in perſon, oxE in 
office and work? 4 | | . 
For about 250 years after the death of moſt of the 
apoſtles, we have nothing but a few broken ſhreds of 


church-hiſtory, that deſerve our credit. Providence 


left this period a kind of dark chaos, that we might reft 
ſolely on his infallible word. Then the moſt aged paſtors 
in a place, eſpecially if he preſided in their judicatures, 
was often, by way of eminence, called gisnor: but 
till, in the qth century, Conſtantine's ſword overthrew 
the Heathen abominations ; and his well-deſigned, but 
extravagant favour to the clergy, almoſt overturned 
Chriſtianity; I defy my friend, to document the ex- 
iſtence of ſpiritual lords. Afterward, indeed, ambi- 
tious minds reſted not to heap ſpiritual dignities, one 
aver another ; till the cope-ſtone was laid in his Holineſs' 
claim, to univerſal, to infallible head hip, over the 
whole Chriſtian church. Nay, ſuppoſe you could prove, 
that in the very year next to that of the apoſtles, Pre- 


lacy prevailed in every church: no more would follow, I: 


but that numbers, who, like Diotrephes, /oved the pre- 
| heminence, had quickly gained their point; and changed 

the ſtatutes of Heaven, Where is the impoſſibility of 
that? Who remembers not, how ſuddenly the Hebrew 
Es X | 8 5 Tace, 

* pfad. xxxiv. 7. Dan. viii. 3, 20. Zech. i. 18.---21. Rev. 
| viii. 13. and xiv. 65 8, on T Acts XX. 178. 1 Rev. 
1. Io, 13 34+ | e 6 
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Faferior creation, and Chriſt's 
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race, at Sinai's foot, awfully, divinely warned to the 
contrary, changed the worſhip of the true God, into that 

of a golden 2 5 That all the Chriſtian fathers al- 
low Prelacy to have warrant in the facred word, is not 


yet proven. Clemens Romanus, Polycarp, Juſtin Martyr, 


Ireneus, Tertullian, Clemens, Alexandrinus, Orzgen, Cy: 
prian, Baſil the Great, Ambroſe, Chryſoſtom, Auguſtine, | 
Theodoret, Primafius, Sedulius, Theophylact, Oecume- 
nius, and others; chieffy Jerome, whoſe extenſive learn- 
ing and judgment was ſcarce matched by any or all of his 


| companions, declare themſelves on the oppoſite ſide, Sup- 


poſe they had been all for his lordſhip's claim; my con- 
ſcience could not be moved: - The fathers w ere fallible 


men, like myſelf: my faith pught not to ſtaud in their 


wiſdom; but in the authority and power of God: their 
writings "which have reached my time, either by original 
miſtake, or after corruption of men, diſhoneſt, deſigning, 
are too thick ſown with palpable blunders, to merit my 


diſtinguiſhed regard. In vain, I have heard of their mira 


cles. The ſtory is oft ſo fooliſh, and trifling; that my 
unbiaſed reaſon rejects it with contempt, Nothing won- . 
drous appears true, but what -I find matched, 1 not more, 
by ſome Prelacy-hater, in the Britiſh church. | ; 
The fallible, che oft miſtaken fathefs apart, let the .. 
unerring oracles of Heaven decide the point. Among 
his miniſters, Jeſus prohibits, peremptorily prohibits, 
the very leaſt degree of lordly. dominion. Ye k know, 
ſaid he to his apoſtles, -that the princes of the Gentiles 
EXERCISE DOMINION OD them; and they, that are great; 


mong you f. By the Greek interpreters of the Old Teſ. 
uſed to fig gnify Adam's divinely warranted rule over the 
overament in his media»  - 

ory office f ; where it is impoſtible.the remoteſt idea of 
Nane can be included. In the parallel text, Luke uſeth 
a term, never pretended to import violence or tyranny. 


rdly dominion itſelf, not the tyrannic exerciſe of it, 
4 3. muſt 


® Fxod. XXXIi. pia. evi. 21. 
Kit. 25, 26. 


* 


+ Matth. xx. 25, 26. Likes 
+ Gen. i. 28. Pſy, Ixil 8. and ex. 2. 


EXERCISE AUTHORITY -1072 them; but it. ſhall not be so a+ -. 


tament, the word here rendered to EXERCISE DOMINION is 
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of Crete; perſons of good report: For, ſaith he, a Bis 


muſt therefore be here; by our Saviour, prohibited, To 


refuſe this, is to pervert the original term of the holy 


One; is to reproach the mother of Zebedee's children az 
guilty of begging the adored Jeſus ſhould grant her chil. 


dren authority to exerciſe tyranny and violence; is to 


calumniate him as guilty of falſehood, repreſenting every 
ruler of the Gentiles a tyrannic oppreſſor of mankind, 
In imitation of their bleſſed Maſter, and inſpired of God, 


Zebedee's ſon condemns and threatens. Diotrephes, for 


loving, and puſhing for, the preheminence ; ſolemnly Pe. 


ter, his fellow apoſtle, prohibits church-officers, to be. 


have as /ords over God's heritage *. . 
The ſameneſs of biſhops and preſbyters is brightly 


marked in the ſacred page. Departing from Epheſus, 
Paul convened the tLvers, pre/byters, of that church, 
and charged them to feed the flock, over which the 


Holy Ghoſt had made them eerscorous, over/eers, bi. 
ſhops +. To the ſaints at Philipþi with Eriscorois, the 
bi/5ops, overſeers, and deacons, he directs his epiſtles ]. 
Biſhops and deacons are marked for the only ſettled go- 
vernors ofthe Philippian church: the former muſt there- 
fore, as at Epheſus, be the preſbyters, elders, which the 


Holy Ghoſt had made b:/hops, overſeers, over that Chrl- 
tian flock, Here are biſhops without preſbyters under 
them. Here is a number of biſhops in one city, not ver) 

conſiderable ; how agrees this to their being dioceſan 
| lords? Not in the leaſt. To pretend Epaphroditus ws 


biſhop or archbiſhop at Philippi, becauſe that church ſent 


him as their jervant, with a ſupply of money to the 2 
poſtle's neceſſity, is ſuch abſurd foolery, as merits no a- 


ſwer. Can none but a biſhop bear money from one place 


to another? Or is none but he fit to be truſted with it! 


Nor can the biſhop mentioned by Paul to Timothy be: 
dioceſan lord. No officer, but the deacon, is marked 4 


inferior to him. He muſt be apt to teach; an endowmes 


not preſently neceſſary for a dioceſan prelate ||. Paul aj 
points 'T'itus to ordain ELDERS, PRESBYTERS, in every ci 


4 


* ;Johng. 1 Pet. v. 3. Adds xx. 17,28, f 
i. rt. 1 Tim. ü. 3. 2 | © Neg 


prerogative, the power of ordaining paſtors a j- 
ers; the ſtatutes of God lodge in the hand of no one 

| ſanding officer of the church; but in the exesbrTeny, 
By the lay- - 
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muſt be blameleſs as the fleward of God. What ſenſe, 


my friend, is in this reaſon, in this mention of B1smoe, un- 
leſs he be the ſame with the EL DER, preſbyter, in the pre- 


ceding verſe ? The inſpired Peter charges KL DERS, preſ- 


byters, to feed the flock of God, reiscorounTEs exerciſ- 
ing the office of biſhop, taking the over/ight thereof, Is 


Judas marked to have had a Bisnorkic, a charge of over- 
ſight ; two not inferior apoſtles, characteriſe themſelves 


ELDERS, preſbyters f. 1 6 
What the dioceſan biſhop claims as his diſtinguiſhing 
teach- 


the college of elders, teaching and ruling. 
ing on of Paul's hand, Timothy received the Holy Ghoſt: 
but by the laying on of the hands of the preſbytery, he 
was ſet apart to his office f. In vain were I told, the 
preſbytery ſignifies Paul, or the orrick of preſbyter. An 
elder Paul was, but never a company of elders, preſby- 
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ters, as the word expreſsly ſignifies. The orric of pre- FR# 


byter has no hands to lay upon any one. | 


If Jeſus prohibit all lordly dominion among his mini- 
ſters: if his infallible oracle marks the office of bilhop 
and preſbyter, to be oxx and the sau: if it lodges ordi- 
nation of paſtors, which the dioceſan claims as his peculiar 
prerogative, in the hand of preſbyters; it follows, that 
the whole office of biſhop, above a teaching preſbyter, 


with all appendages thereof, . deans, vicars, chancellors, 


cardinals, patriarchs, pope, &c. are. an Antichriſtian in- 
vention, obtruded on the church of God. 


In vain, ſhould I hear that men, holy, renowned, 
have been Bisnors, or their underlings. Muſt I be a 


follower of ſuch rather than of Jeſus Chriſt and his 14 


word? Before the reformation, men, holy, renowned, 
Bernard, Anſelm, and others, ſupported the dignity, 
ſupported manifold abominations, of the Romiſh pope. 
Luther, holy, renowned, with all his might propa 


conſubſtantiation, a notion never a whit leſs ſtupid, Tos oh! 


its Romiſh ſiſter of an almoſt fimilar name. David, a 
Wo Tit. i. 5. 6. 11 pet. v. 1, 2 2 John 1. 1 2 Tim. 
I. 6. 1 Tim. i. 14. e | | 5 
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ity than the reſt of their brethren, 


joy in the Holy Ghoft : 


* 
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man according to the heart of his Maker, indulged him- 
ſelf to have a multitude of wives. Muſt 1 improve the 
holineſs of theſe, as a bait to decoy, as a reaſon to imi- 
tate their palpable errors? When the prejudice of edu- 
cation, the darkneſs of the time, the cuſtom of the place, 


the temptations of honour, profit, or hazard, concur to 


blind the conſcience; the crime is leſs aggravated ; but 
none of thele change the ſtatutes of Heaven, 


In vain, ſhould I hear the Proteſtant churches moſtly 


ſubmit to, or allow of dioceſan biſhops. I know it to 
be falſe and inconcluſive, Expreſſions of this amount 
may have dropt from foreign Proteſtant writers, through 
flattery or milinformation : but certain it is, no Proteſ- 
tant church, beſides England and Ireland, have dioce- 
ſan biſhops properly ſo called. In Sweden, in Denmark, 
and Norway, ſome paſtors poſſeſſed of more eminent 


places and benefices, are termed biſhops, or ſuperintend- 


ents, but have ſcarce a ſhadow of more power or autho- 
In vain, were I 
told, the Scotch ſuperintendents at the reformation, were 
almoſt the very SAME with dioceſan biſhops. Their pow- 
er of ſuperintendency was conſidered as merely tem- 
porary, relating to that broken ſtate of the church. 
Their labour in preaching, and other miniſterial work, 
was more abundant than others. Their power was 
granted by one aſſembly, and continued but for about 
half a year, till the ſitting of the next; to which they 
were to account for their conduct; and receive cenſure, 
if they had done amiſs. - Is not this the very reverſe of 
his dioceſan lordſhip ? Nothing, therefore, but deceit, 
noted and daring, will pretend to parallel dioceſans to our 
antiquated ſuperintendents. 

In vain, ſhould I hear, the randeur of biſhops digni- 
fies the Chriſtian church. if ſo, why did not 1 


whoſe is the earth, and fulneſs thereof. ſecure outward 


pomp and greatneſs to his bleſſed apoſtles, and their fel- 
low-labourers in him? If the kingdom of Chriſt conſiſt 
not in meat and drink, hut. in righteouſneſs, 2 and 

if it os no! of 4% world 


be miniſters pure adherence to his truth, their holy lives 
and painful endeavours to win ſouls to Chriſt; not their 
ſtately houſes, their numerous retinue, their fine horſes, 

coaches, 


it muſt. 
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coaches, or robes, that adorn their profeſſion and office. 
Who knows not, that by the unaccountably unequal di- 
ſtribution of the church's revenues in England and Ire- 
land, ſo many of the clergy riot in pride and wealth; 
ſcarce remembering their connections with the ſouls of 
men : while multitudes, to the ſcandal of their religion 
and country, oppreſſed with almoſt beggaring poverty, are 
driven to adjoin ſome carnal trade; or, like paraſites, ſneak 
to the liberal great? 8 
To no purpoſe, were I told, that dioceſan biſhops are a 
centre of unity; a means of preventing eccleſiaſtic diviſions. 
The heavenly oracles repreſent Chriſt, his Spirit, and truth, 
as her genuine centre. One Lord, one Spirit, one faith, 
one baptiſm, one hope of our calling, conſtitute all the 
ſaints, all the churches, oxz Bopy of Chriſt “. Dioceſans 
rather divide the church into large parcels ; unleſs you 
admit his Holineſs, or ſome bor. Tor thats univerſal lord. 
Nor are contentions leſs rife among thoſe who have lordly 
biſhops, than with thoſe. who deteſt them. With plea- 
ſure, I mark, that the Engliſh church, in her articles and 
homilies, plainly exhibits every leading truth of the glo- 
rious goſpel. She allows not of purgatory ; of prayer 
for the dead; of worſhipping ſaints, angels, images. She 
maintains not the monſter of tranſubſtantiation. She en- 
courages the common uſe of the ſacred word, Her reli- 
gious worſhip is performed in a known tongue. The groſſer 
abominations of Popery are deteſted; at leaſt not openly 
approven by her members. No doubt, there are in her 
2 goodly number of valuable ſaints. No doubt, ſundry af 
her biſhops have been, or are of the number. Their hier- 
archic office, however, being deſtitute of warrant in the 
oracles of truth, I cannot apprehend to be a centre of u- 
nion to any thing, but corruptions almoſt unnumbered; in 
contradiction to the word of God, borrowed from Anti- 
chriſt, and by him, moſtly, from Heatheniſh Rome. 
How ſhocking, to obſerve moſt of her clergy indulged, 
in habitually preaching and writing, as occaſion offers; 
in plain contradiction to the articles and homilies they 
lolemnly eſpouſed or ſubſcribed! Is this a whit better 
„„ Th „ than 


| » Eph. iv, 33. 


—— 9s . — ——————— i Ve 
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civil? Are not Engliſh biſhops, lords in the church, and 
| peers in the ſtate? In the worthip of God, are numerous 


cles: are they not generally. the very ſame with theſe 2 


mation, viſitation of ſick, churching of women, Oc. 3 


So On the gover nment of the Chriſtian church. +. 


than Jeſuitic equivocation ? As if ignorance was belicved 
the mother of devotion; how ſhocking to ſee the bulk of 
the common people, as ignorant of the Chriſtian faith as 
at Rome! And not a few ordained to the miniſtry, who; 
Burnet informs us, for ignorance could ſcarce be admitted 
to the Lord's table, in any well conſtitute Chriſtian church! 


As if the mere att of receiving the ſacraments rendered 


them effectual to ſalvation; how ſhocking, that paſtors 
ſhould be in danger from the law, for refuſing the ſacred 


| ſeals to ſuch as, they know, are the moſt abandoned rakes, 


not excommunicate by the lay chancellor | How ſhock- 
ing to abſerve thouſands of profeſſed ambaſſadors of Chriſt, 


in practice ſcarce diſtinguiſhable from thele religious gen- 


tlemen who command our troops! How ſhocking to ob- 
ſarve one man allowed to hold a variety of congregations 
as paſtor; to ſerve whoſe immortal ſouls, he hires a cy- 


rate at the eaſieſt rate! To ſee not only reading of fer. 
mons, but of prayer, prevail; and patronage, with all her 
native attendants, abound ! N | 


Has his Holineſs two ſwords, his power eccleſiaſtic an 


rites not warranted by his word, impoſed at Rome? | 
England, how ſimilar the caſe! The Engliſh holydays; 
ten moveable, twenty-ſix fixed, feſtivals z fifteen viguls; 
about ninety-five falt-days; in Lent, Fridays, Ember, and 
Rogation days; are they not the fame with the Romiſh! 


Their collects, confeſſions, abſolutions, leſſons of pſalmy 
. Prophets, goſpels, epiſtles; nay, of the vileſt part of the 


Apocrypha, inſtead of God's word; and their. fix cant! 


Rome ? To the ſame occaſions of feaſts, faſts, vigils, of 
fices of baptiſm, Lord's fupper, marriage, burial, confi- 


they applied. The epiitles, goſpels, and pſalms, uſed Ir 
their liturgy, are not according to our own tranſlation; 
but according to the Romiſh. Their fourfo/d, or in ca 
thedrals, tenfold or more, repetition of the Lord's: prayer; 
their kneeling at confeſſion and abſolution; their repeat: 
ing the Lord's prayer on their knees after the — 

| 1 then 
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„eg {their ſtanding up at the Grid Patri; their ſtanding at 
the reading or ſinging of the falſely termed Athanaſian 
creed; their ſtanding and repeating the common one 
he (their crying out after the parſon, Lord, have. mercy on us ; 
ted Chrift have mercy on us; their reſponding to him, as he re- 
ch! Npeats the litany ; their reading the pſalms alternately with 
; him ; their alking mercy and grace on their knees, after 
the reading of each commandment ; their ſinging pſalms 


- children upon godfathers or godmothers ridiculcuſly. de- 


ri the world, and the fleſh, believes the creed, and defires 
ren. Io be baptized ; their baptiſing with the ſign of the croſs 


Rome? "The diviſion of their clergy into archbiſhops, 


preſumptuous pretence, inordination, to confer the Holy 
hott C the laying on of the biſhop's hands; whence 


ery ſame with theſe of the Romiſh, oN ICA? 

n a} 12 the reign of Elizabeth, was not the Engliſh liturgy 
yer made liker the Romiſh, than it had been in the days of 
peat- her godly brother Edward? To pleaſe the Popiſh party, 
iter Iche prayer for deliverance from the tyranny and deteſt- 
meu dle enormities of the. biſhop of Rome, was kindly ex- 


punged; 


and anthems with muſical inſtruments; their baptiſm of 


ck. Iclaring, as if the infant itſelf, that he renounces the devil, 


ob. {made over the child's forehead ; their confirmation of 
children about ten or twelve years of age, by the laying 
on of the biſhop's hands, for conferring the Holy Ghoſt; 
for their fixing the celebration of the Lord's ſupper, chiefly 
ner to the ſuperſtitious ſeaſons of Chriſtmas, Paſch, &'c.; their 
idolatrous bowing at the altar in partaking of it; their 
ani private adminiſtration of the ſacraments; their idolatrous 
an bowing at the ſound of the name Jeſus, and towards the 
rouleaſt; their . conſecration of churches; their obſerving 
 Inſfcalts of dedications and wakes; their marriage by the. 
ſymbolical ring; their conſigning to eternal happinels, in 
their office for burial, all but unbaptized and excommu- 
ucate perſons; their cruel ſuppoſal of the damnation of 
infants unbaptized; whence came they all, but from 


biſhops, deans, chapters, prebends, archdeacons, parſons, 
vicars, curates; their ſacred habits for miniſtering in, 
Abs, ſurplice, chaſuble, amict, gown, maniple, zone; their 


derived, but from Rome? Their rules for ordination of 
miniſters and deacons, are they not almoſt to an hair the 
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52 On the government of the Chriſian church, 


punged:: the office for the Lord's ſupper was altered, 
that it might not ſo much as ſeem to condemn tranſub. 
ſtantiation, and the worſhipping of the elements. "hy 
renowned Camoden, and others, inform us, that not a ty 
Papiſts highly applauded the Engliſh ſervice, aud ex. 
preſſed their hopes it would in time reduce the nation to 
their holy father the Pope. Pius the IVth, and Gre. 
gory the XIIIth, liked it ſo well, that they offered it 
their papal ratification. Who that reads the Komiſh Bre. 
viary, Ritual, and Maſs-book, ſees not that 1r is colled. 
ed therefrom? _ | 
You aſk me, Amelius, © Why the church, by her own 
power, may not appoint holy-days, or ſignificant rites 
* in her worſhip? and what the worſe are things that the 
“ Papiſts uſed them before-us?” Knows not my friend, 
that the God of infinite wiſdom underitands better what 
rites are proper for his worſhip, than our learnedeſt 
mortals ; that he hath laid aſide many once inſtitute by 
himſelf; that he hath peremptorily forbid us to add to, 
or take from his ſtatutes ; hath charged us to ſtand fal 
in the liberty wherewith Chriſt has made us free; intan- 
gled in the yoke of bondage to no human impoſition in his 
worſhip, hath condemned all will-worſhip, and prohibit 
us to touch, ta/te, or handle it; hath aſſured us, that in vazn 
we worſhip him, if we teach for doctrines the command. 
ments of men; and that our obſervance of uncommanded 
holy-days, marks our abuſe of the goſpel *? that he hath 
peremptorily fo:bid us to worthip himſelf in the manner 
of 1dolaters ; hath aſſured us, that our obſervance of ido- 
latrous rites lead us away from him; and kindles his fury 
againſt us; hath commanded to deſtroy every monument 
of idolatry and ſuperſtition f? With divine approbation, 
Hezekiah deſtroyed the brazen ſerpent, once an ord 
| nance of God, becauſe the Jews idolized it f. Under 
pain of being held guilty of deſtroying our brother, we 


are charged to beware of offending him by eatizg of 


fleſh, or like practice of things in themſclves indifter- 
| | 7 . ent. 


Col. ii. 19,---23. Matth. xv. 9, 
F Deut, vii. 23. and xi. 30. and xiv. i 


peut. xii. 32. Cal. v. 1. 
Gal. iv. 9,---11. 
1 2 Kings xviii. 6. 
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®, 


end *, Is it not the prerogative of God alone, to bleſs a 
religious rite? Why then ſhould any church affect to be 


wiſe above what is written? Why affront the wiſdom of | 


their Maker, their Saviour, by attempting to adorn his 
worſhip beyond what himſelf judged proper? What God 


commands, is certainly no worſe, ule it who will. But 


why, for the fake of popiſh fraditiong, make his command- 
ments of none effe4 2 Why deſert his ſtatutes, unerring, 
eaſy, and plain; to extract our rules of worſhip, from the 
canons of his idolatrous foes? In his worſhip, why uſe 
rites, we cannot, and he never promiſed, to bleſs? For 
indifferent things or worſe, why harden the Romiſts, en- 
couraging them to hope, their ceremonies practiſed will 
quickly promote our return to their church, a ſynagogue 
of Satan ? For the ſake of what 1s far leſs innocent than 
eating. of fleſh, why offend our Proteſtant brethren ; force 
the Puritans from our church-fellowſhip ; from part of 
their liberties, and ſometimes their life ? | 


LETTER vin. 
| | Or THE SUBJECT or Cnhuxcu- Pow, Oc. 
THAT neither in the Chriſtian people, the civil magi- 
ſtrate, or in dioceſan biſhops, Chriſt has lodged Tc 


othce-power of his church, has been illuſtrated. Hath 


he placed it in the officers of his own appointment? Yes. 


Fo theſe alone, his oracles mark, he hath given the keys 
of the kingdom of heaven. To theſe alone, he hath grven 

To theſe alone, 
he commands his church to be ſubject. To theſe alone, 


eoweR for the edification of his church. 


he aſſigns double bonour . 2 

Theſe officers of the New Teſtament church, are ei- 
tier extraordinary, requiſite to lay her faundation; or 
ordinary, neceſſary for the continued government there- 


ok. The former, now ceaſed, were apeſtles, evangeli/ts, . 
Chriſt, 
equally 


prophetsf. An immediate miſſion from Jeſus 


Rom. xiv. 1323. 5 Cor. viii. 11 FEY and vi. 13. 
Matth. xvi. 19. and Xviil. 18,20. 2 Col. x. 8. Heb, xiii. 
7. 1 Tim. v. 17. f Cor. xii. 38 Eph. iv. 11. 
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54 05 the government of the Chriſtian church. 


equally extending to all nations, as occaſion offered; in- 
fallibility in doctrine, and in founding and directing the 
churches; power to confer the miraculous influence of 


the Holy Ghoſt by the laying on of their hands; a con- 


ſtant power to work miracles, as divinely directed, and to 


N in languages they never learned; a power to ſend 
rth evangeliſts, ordain preſbyters and deacons, marked 
the apoſtles*. To travel, preach, and baptize, Oc. a- 
long with the apoſtles ; or ſent by them, to plant and wa- 
ter the churches, and ſettle ordinary officers and courts 
therein, was the work of the evangeliſt F. To be, on 
proper occaſions, divinely inſpired with the knowledge of 
future times, and enabled infallibly to explain xs rin 
paſſages of the Old Teſtament, characterized their pro- 
phetsf. The ordinary, the fixed officers, are variouſly 
repreſented to us in the facred lifts. Now they are com- 
prehended under the names of b:/hops and deacons. A- 


non we are informed, that theſe biſhops, overſeers, elders, | 


preſbyters, are of two forts; ſuch as only rule well; and 
{ach as alſo /abour in word and doctrine; theſe laſt are at 
| leaſt ſeemingly diſtinguiſhed into paſtors and teachers; 
whatever may be the difference betwixt the two, whether 
the teacher ſignifies ſomewhat like the ancient catechiſts, 
or like our probationers; or perhaps ſuch as train up o- 
thers for the miniſtry; it is certain, the whole ſubſtance 
of the office is reſident in every goſpel- miniſter. To ex- 
amine what divine claim the paffor, the ruling elder, the 
deacon, has to his office, with the ſcripture account of 
| their qualifications and work, now requires our attention. 
The paſtoral office, is a ſpiritual relation to the Chril- 
tian church; whereby one is empowered to preach the 
word, diſpenſe the ſacraments to her members, and con- 
cur in ruling them. Its divine inſtitution is marked with 
a ſun-beam, in the ſacred page. There I find, that 
God hath ſet ſome in the church, Tzacners ; that our 
aſcended Redeemer hath given her ras roxs and TEAcu- 
' ERS; that the Holy Ghoſt had made ſome, Bishors, 

— 5 : OVERSEERS, 


„Mark xvi. 15,---20. Acts i. to xxviii. chap. | + 1 Tm. 
i. 3» Kc. 2 Tim. iv. Tit. i. t Acts xxi. 10, 11. 1 CT, 
xiv. 29-32. 5 Phil. i. 1. 1 Tim. iii. x Tim. v. 17. Eph 
. . | | | | 
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OVERSEERS, to feed her; and furniſhes ſome for prophecy, 


miniſtry, teaching, exhartatzon *, Divinely are the quali- 


fications. requiſite in candidates for the miniſtry preſcrib- 
ed; that they be blamc/eſs ; of good report; apt to teach 5 
ſuch as hold faft divine truth, and are able to convince 


gain/ayers +. Divinely it is required, theſe qualifications | 


be impartially tried, ere one is ordained to the miniſtry 5 
that hands be not laid ſuddenly upon him}. Divinely 
are ſuch characters given to goſpel- miniſters, as import 
authority and call to their work; paſtors, teachers, right 
rulers, ſtewards of the myſteries of God, preachers or 
heralds, ambe/Jadors for Chrift, biſhops, overſeer of God's 
flock, angelt of the churches, over the ſaints in the Lord, 
fears in Chriſt's exght hand, mini/ters of Chriſt, faithful 


the har vgl J. The manner of entrance on their office is 
divinely marked out, that they be invited by the voter, 


the ſuffrages, of the Chriſtian people; and ordained in 
every church, by faſting, prayer, and laying on of the 


hands of the preſbytery}|. The miniſterial work is di- 
vinely preſcribed ; that they take the overfight of the flock 


wilhngly; not for filthy lucre, but of a ready mind; not 


es lords over God's heritage, but as enſamples to the flock; 
that they negiect not the exerciſe of the gifts of office 
given them by the laying on of the hands of the preſby- 


tery ; leave not the word of God to ſerve tables, even of 


the poor; give bemſelven wholly to reading, meditation, 
exbortation, doctrine; preach the word, be inſtant in 
Seaſon, and out of ſeaſon ; reprove, rebuke, exhort, with 
all long-ſuffering and dotirine, in meekneſs inſtructin 
them that oppoſe themſelves ; be habitually willing, and 
under an inward necefity to preach the goſpel, ready to 
end and be ſpent for the ſervice of the faith of the 
ſaints; feed not themſelves, but the flock ; watch for 
e the 


1 Cor. xii, 28. Eph. iv. 11. Acte xx. 28. Rom. xii. 6,——fl. 
+ 1 Tim. v. 21, 22. 


F 1 Tim. ii. 1,---8; it. i. 59---9» 
$ Eph. iv. 1. 1 Cor. xii. 28. 1 Tim. v. 17. 1 Cor. iv. 1. Luke 
i. 42. Rom. x. 14. 2 Cor. v. 19, 20. Acts xx. 28. 1 Pet. v. 2. 


Rev. 1, 20. 1 Theſſ. v. 12, Rev. i. 20. Col. i. 7. Eph. vi. 21. 
Matth. ix. 38. Accs i. 15,---26. and xiv. 23. 1 Lim. iv. 14. 


Tit. i. 5. © 1 Pet. v. 2, 3. 1 Tim. i. 14. Acts vl. 2, 4. 1 Tim. 
iv. 15. 2 Tim. iv. 2. and Ul. 25. D : 
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18 in the Lord, labourers ſent forth by the Lord of 
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56 On the government of the Chriſtian church. 
the ſouls of men, as theſe that muſt give an account to 
Chriſt ; exert themſelves earn&Rly to turn them from 
darkneſs to light, and from the power of Satan unto God; 
and prepare them for the inheritance of the ſaints in 
light“; that they diſpenſe the ſacraments of baptiſm and 
the Lord's ſupper ; ordain others to the. miniſtry ; ro-n- 
mit the goſpel to faithful men; cenſure, reject, and deliver 
to Satan the unruly and. obſtinate; abſolve from cenſure, 
offenders penitent +. Divinely preſcribed is the carriage 
of people toward miniſters as ſuch ; that they now and 
acknowledge them as his ſervants ; efeem them very high- 
ly in love for their works ſake ; give them double honour; 
remember them and their inſtruction; Follow their ſcrip- 
tural doctrine and pattern; obey and /y5mit to them as 
ſpiritual rulers; communicate to them in all temporal good 
things; pray for them with an holy converſation, and o- 
therwiſe encourage them; that the word of the Lard may 
have free courſe and be glortſied; and that they may give 
their account with joy and not with grief f. Divinely 
ſecured is the paſtor's proper encouragement; that their 
Juffictency is of God; Jeſus walks among them; holds them 
as ſtars in his right hand; is with them a/way unto the 
end of the world, to aſſiſt them in their work; will ratify 
the diſcipline they exerciſe m his name, binding whom 
they bind, and looſing whom they looſe ; will ſympathize 
with them in what treatment they receive in the diſ- 
charge of their office, rewarding every kindneſs, and re- 
ſenting every injury done them{. Are theſe things ſo? 
Who then can doubt the heavenly warrant of their function 
But is the office of the goſpel-miniſtry perpetually ne- 
ceſſary? Is it divinely inſtitute to continue, till the end 
of time? The ſcripture atteſts it is. The foundations 
thereof, juſt mentioned, are of a. moral and permanent 
| | nature, 


* 2 Cor. xii. 15. 1 Cor. ix. 16, 19, Ezek. xxxiv. 2. Heb. xi. 
17. Acts xxvi. 18. / Matth. xxvii!. 19. 1 Cor. X. 23,---29- 
1 Tim. iv. 14. 2 Tim. ii. 2. 1 Cor. v. 4, 13. Tit. in. 10. 2 C0 r.ii. 
9 7. Fa” 
Gal. vi. 6. 1 Cor. ix. 7,--19, 1 Theſſ. iii. 7. 9 2 Cor. iii. 3, 
$, 6. Rev. ii. x. Matth. xxVIi. 20. 2nd xvi. 13. John XX. 23 
Matth. x. 40,---42- Luke x. 15, John ii. 20. 4 


| x Theſſ. v. 12, 13. 1 Tim. v. 17. Heb. xiii. 7. 17. 


it, 


If, 
17. 
35 
23, 


church. 


fying the body of Chriſt, 20 they all come, in the unity 
of the faith, to the fulneſi of the tature of perfect men 
in Chriſt “. Inſtruction, and baptiſm of the nations, are 
to continue even unto the end of the world. In the Lord's 
ſupper, his death is ſhewed forth “/ he come again at the 
laſt day ; and in diſpenſing theſe ordinances, he promiſeth 
to be with his apoſtles, and their miniſterial ſucceſſors, 


even until the conſummation, or end of the world. Amen . 


The need of a goſpel-miniſtry is perpetual. * Till the 


end of time, the nature of man continues corrupt; Satan 
continues to deceive z goſpel-myſteries continue ſublime, 


and much unknown ; erroneous teaching rages, or is ready 
to break forth f. The ends of a goſpel-miniſtry, the 
converting and confirming of the elect, and the Ng 
of gainſayers, are perpetual 9. The removal of the goſ- 
pel-miniſtry from a particular place, is marked as a heayy 


judgment, which, no more than the abolition of the He- 


brew ceremonies, it could be, if it was not inſtitute to 


continue, till the end of the world ||. To mark its per- 


manent appointment, wonderfully, as pages divine and hu- 
man record, the Almighty preſerves it, amid even the 


teign and rage of the Antichriſttan. beaſt . No ſcrip- 


ture inſinuates, that ought is provided to ſupply its room; 


therefore it{elf muſt continue, God having provided for 
us, under the Chriſtian period, not woxsx, but BETTER 


things, than under the old **. The giving of the Spirit 
can no more exclude a goſpel-miniſtry, afterward ; than 


in the apoſtolic age, it did; can no more exclude the ne- 


cellity and uſefulneſs of this, than of the ſcripture itſelf, _ 
Ba | Ex; 82 


* Eph. iv. 11-13. | 
46. _ $2 Tim. iv. 1-3. 2 Tim. iii. 1,---7. 2 Theſſ. ii. 
2.—13. $ Acts xxvi. 18. Eph. iv. 11.15. Tit. i. Jt. 
Rev. ii. 5. J Rev. xi. and xii, * Heb. Xi. 40. 


Let. VIII. Obe fubjef of church-power, Gr. 57 
nature, equally reſpecting every period of the Chriſtian 


The ordinances connected therewith, remain 
till She end of time; the work of the miniſtry is for edi- 
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+ Matth. xxviii. 19, 20. 1 Cor. xi, 
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58 Of the government of the Chriſtian church. | Le 
LEITER IX. 
Or Tuz QuaLteicatioNs oF Chun Orpicers, 

WITHOUT ſome proper furniture, it is abſurd, to 
imagine any ſhould be ſent of God, to the mini- 
ſterial work. When the aſcended Jeſus gave to the 
church, apoſtles, evangeliſts, paſtors, and teachers; he 
gave gifts unto men. o, faith he, gocth a warfare at 
any time on his own charges *2 What is the furniture, 
the qualifications JOINS according to the ſacred 
word? A blameleſs converſation; a good repott; exper 
ence of the ſelf-debafing work of the Spirit of God; cin. 
paſſion to the ſouls of men; a fixedneſs in the Chriftian 
doctrines; a diſpoſition faithfully to perform his voy$; an 
aptneſs to teach the ignorant, and convince gainſFers +, 
Knowledge of languages, knowledge of the hiſtory and 7 af 
ſciences of this world, are uſeful handmaids 30 aſſiſt us " 
in the ſtudy of divine things. To preach from the ora. oa 
cles of God, without capacity to peruſe: the originals, 1 
eſpecially if verſant in romances and plays, I abhor; | * 
deteſt, This aptneſs to teach, however, conſiſts not chief. 155 
ly in any of theſe; but in a capacity to conceive ſpiritul 8 
things, and with ſome diſtinctneſs expreſs their concep. 
tions to the edification of others; in that energy and ys 
life, whereby one, as affected himſelf, declares the] !** 


truths of God, in a ſimple, ſerious, bold, and conſcience. ! 
touching manner f. The difference of this from human] $* 
_ eloquence, loud 3 and theatrical action, is evident. ſ| ©" 
Theſe may touch the paſſions, but affect not the conſcience 23 


they may procure eſteem to the preacher, none to Chriſt; h 

theſe are the product of nature or art; this the diftinſ| * 

guiſhed gift of God, without which in a certain degree iſ ** 

none can have evidence, he was divinely ſent to miniſta 

the goſpel of Chriſt. | 8 5 T1 
No appearance of furniture, real or pretended, cat is 

warrant a man's exerciſing the miniftry, uuleſs he have ih _:-: 


 regul; "Re 


* PFph. iv. 8, 11. 1 Cor. ix. 7, Þ 1 Tim. iii 1,---8. 2 Tit 
I. 2. Tit. i. 5-9. T1 Tim. ii. 7. 1 Cor. xii, 8. Col. iv. 344 
x Cor. iv. 19. and ii. 4. 2 Cor. ii. 14. 2 Tim. ii. 15. Iſa. ]. 
x Cor. NV. 24, 23. Acts xxiv. 25. | | 


Lr. IX. Of the 3 &c. of goſpel-miniflers. 59 
regular call. That ar may propheſy one by one, is indeed 


hinted in the ſacred records: but there it is evident, in- 


ſpiration treats of what pertains to extraordinary officers 
in the church; hence there is mentioned the pift of 


tongues, extraordinary P/alms, revelations: the ALL that 
might propheſy are therefore, not All the members of the 


church; not women, who are forbid to ſpeak in the church; 
but ALL the extraordinary officers called prophets “. The 
ALL, that were ſcattered abroad from Jeruſalem, and went 


about preaching the goſpel +, could not be All the believers; | 
for there remained at Jeruſalem a church of believers for 
Saul to make havock of. It muſt therefore have been 


AtL the preachers beſides the apoſtles. To ſtrengthen 
this, let it be oblerved, that the word here rendered 
PREACHING, is NO Where in ſcripture, referred to one out 
of ofhce : that every one of this diſperſion, we afterwards 


hear of, are repreſented as evangeliſts, paſtors, or teach- 
ers f. Parents and maſters convey the ſame inſtructions 


that miniſtets do; but with a different authority: not as 
minifters of Chriſt, or officers in his church. If either gifts 
or ſaintſhip entitled to preach the goſpel z wo would be 
unto every giited*perſon, every ſaint, that did not preach 


it ||. If our adored Redeemer refuſed the work of a Cl- 


vil jupcr; becauſe not humanly veſted with ſuch power ; 


will he allow his followers to exerciſe an office far more 


important, without any regular call? His oracles diſtin- 


guiſh between the miſſion of perſons, and their gifts, ſome- 


times called a receiving of the Holy Ghoſt, John xx. 21, 
23. Iſa. vi. 6, 7, 9. 


To render the point inconteſtibly evident, he 3 


how men ſhall preach except they be ſent ? declares, that 14 
no man rightly taketh this honour to himſelf, but be that 


it called of God, as was Aaron. I ſent them not, there- 


fore they ſhall not profit this people at all, ſaith the Lord . 


The characters divinely affixed to miniſters, preachers, or 
Keralds, ambaſſadors, fewards, watchmen, angels, meſſen- 
1125 8 0 mark their call and commiſſion to theiT 

The. e rules for the DLLs. the e- 
* Et PL lection, | 


»I Cor. xiv, ge + Acts viii. 2, 4. þ Acts viii. 3. and 


ix. I. and xi, 19. and xiii. 1. || x Cor. ix. 16, 1. J Luke 


ai, 13; 14. 1 Rom. X. 15. Heb. Ye 6. Jer, xxiii, al, 32. | 
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lection, the ordination, of miniſters, are divinely char 
to be kept ill the day, the ſecond coming of Jeſus Chr *, 
For intermeddling with the ſacred buſineſs, without a re- 
gular call, has the Almighty ſeverely puniſhed numbers 
of men. Witneſs the deſtruction of Korah and his com- 
pany; the rejection of Saul; the death of Uzza; the le- 
proſy of Uriah; the diſaſter of the ſons of Scheva , Oc. 
Io ruſh into it, if gifted, or imagine we are fo, at our 
own hand, introduces the wildeſt diſorder; and the moſt 
ſhocking errors; it did fo at Antioch, and the places ad- 
jacent; where ſome falſely pretended a miſſion from the 
apoſtles f. This too was its effect with the German 
Anabaptiits ; and with the ſeQaries of England. Aver- 
ion at manual work, pride of abilities, a diſturbed ima- 
gination, a carnal project to promote, prompts the. man 
to be preacher. Such ultroneous ruſhing is inconſiſtent 
with the deep impreſſion of the charge; and the care to 
manifeſt their miſſion, every where in ſcripture, obvious 


in the miniſters of Chriſth. However ſound his doc- 


trine; great his abilities; warm his addreſs; where is 
the divine promiſe of God's eſpecial preſence, protection, 
or ſucceſs, to the ultroneous preacher? Where is his 
conduct commanded, commended, or unmarked with 
wrath, exemplified, in the ſacred word? How then can 
the preaching, or our hearing, of ſuch, be in faith? How 
can it be acceptable to God, or profitable to ourſelves ? 
For what/oever 1s not of fanh, is in. Falſely this 
. preacher pretends a miſſion from Chriſt; wickedly he u- 
ſurps an authority over his church } ; rebellioully he 
deſerts his own calling, and attempts to void the office, his 
Saviour has appointed; to fruſtrate the diſpenſation of 
the goſpel committed to his faithful ambaſſadors. For, 
how can they fulfil their miniſtry, if others take the work 
out of their hand? How can they commit it to faithful 
men, if, not waiting their commiſſion, men ruſh into it at 

us R 


„ Tim. int. 1.—8. and v. 21, 22, f Numb. xvi. 1 Sam. 
Gal. li. 5. 


xiii. 1 Chron. xiii. 2 Chron. vi. I Acts xv. 
ohn iii. 27, 28. 


5 8 U Rom. iv. 23. 
ohn vii. 28. FM 


2 Cor. iii. 5, 6. Jer. i. Ezek. iii. Rom. i. 1. Gal. i. 15, 16. 
: | 11 Theſſ. v. 12. 
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Let. IX. Of the qualifications, &c. of goſpel-miny/lers. 61 


In vain, pleads the ultroneous preacher, that a particu- 
lar miſſion to the office of preaching and diſpenſing the ſa- 
craments was only neceſſary, when the - goſpel was firſt 

bliſhed to the heathen. - From age to age, it is as new 
to children, as new to ſuch as never heard it. Nor, when 
hinting the neceſſity of a miſſion, does the inſpiring Spirit 
make any diſtinction, whether the goſpel be newly diſ- 
penſed, or not: What therefore God hath joined toge- 
ther, let no man put aſunder.” In vain, he pleads an im- 
mediate commiſſion from God: in his infallible ſtatutes, 


having fixed ſtanding rules of vocation to the miniſtry, by 


the mediation of men; God gives us no command, no en- 
couragement, to hope for an immediate call, till the end 
of time. Abſurdly then, we allow any to have ſuch a 
call, till we fee the figns of an apgſtle wrought in him. It 
is not ſuthcient he be ſound in his doctrine z exemplary 


holy in his life; active in his labour; difintereſted in his 


aims, ſeeking not his own, but the honour of Chriſt; not 
his own carnal profit, but the ſpiritual welfare of men: 


every ordinary preacher is, or ought to be ſo. But, to 


this claimant of a miſſion uncommon; working of mira- 


cles, or ſuch extraordinary credentials, muſt demonſtrate, 


he hath not run unſent.. | * 0647? 

In vain, the ultroneous preacher boaſts of his feelings, 
his ſucceſs ; his moving his audience; his reforming their 
ves; as if theſe demonſtrated his call from God. On 
earth, was ever deluſion carried on without pretence to, 
or without appearances of theſe ? Let thoſe, who know 
the hiſtory of Popery, of Mahametaniiſm, 
hay if they were. Who-knows not, that the Phariſaic ſect 
pretended far more ſtrictneſs, far more devotion, than the 
family of Chriſt? Who knows not, that Satan may, and 
has oft trangformed himſelf into an angel of hght ; his mi- 


niſters into the form of the inſpired apoſtles ; and his in- 


fluences, almoſt indiſcernibly ſimilar to theſe of the Spirit 
of Jeſus Chriſt? Who knows not, how oft vain glory, 
proud and falſe extolling of himſelf and party, in their 


number, their ſpiritual experience, and high advances in | 
bolineſs, mark the diſtinguiſhed impoſtor? how oft his ſer- 


mons are larded with theſe? 


7 


method 
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Quake riſm, Wc. g 


No mote, Amelius, tell me, if the ſermon be good, you 
Jo not regard who preach it. If God has preſcribed a 
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62 On the government of the Chriſtian church. 


method of call; has ſtated the qualifications of the candi. 
date; has warned againſt preachers unſent; has oft mark. 
ed their guilt with viſible ſtrokes of his wrath ; be aſha- 
med to talk, at ſo arrogant, fo careleſs a rate. Lay it not 
in the power of the Moſopotamian wizard? Lies it not in 
the power of a Romiſh Jeſuit ;: nay, if permitted of Beel. 


⁊ebub; fora time to preach you many truths of the goſ 


pel, in the warmeſt ſtrains, the loftieft language? Would 
you, my friend, acknowledge the ruxkE, for honoured am. 
baſſadors of Jeſus Chriſt ? Tel me not, your preacher is 
wonderfully pious and good: perhaps you have only hs 
own atteſtation; where better known, he may be a drunk. 
ard, a ſwearer, a villain, for you. Suppoſe he were pious: 
fo was Uzziah; yet it pertained not to him to execute the 
prieſts office. Say not, he is wonderfully gifted ; ſpeaks 
like never man: perhaps, ſo was Korah, a man famous 
and of renown : ſuch, perhaps, were the vagabond ſons d 
Scheva, Say not, his earneſtneſs 1a his work marks hu 
heavenly call: no, ſuch were the Satanic exorciſts jul 
mentioned: fuch was Mahomet, the vileſt impoſtor. I 
aboliſh the idolatry, and various other abominations of hs 


country, he expoſed himſelf to eruel reproach, to manifold 


| hardſhip, and hazard of life: about fourteen years almoſt, 


unſucceſsful, he perſevered in this difficult, but de luſive 
attempt. What hunger! what cold! what torment and 
death ! have ſome Jeſuitic, and other antichriſtian ni ſſion 
aries undergone, to propagate the moſt ruining delufion 
of hell! all under pretence- of earneſtneſs to gain ſinnen 
to Chriſt and his church! In the view of eternity, pct 
der, my friend, the ſcripture no where faith, How hall 
they preach except they begracious? except they be gifted? 
- Except they be in earng/t'? but, How ſhall they preach ex. 
ct they be SE? [ASUS io 


LETTER X. 
Os Taz ELlxcrion os MinisTERs, Oc 


IN theſe divinely qualified for the miniftry, there an 


diverſities of gifts, though but one fpirit®, As thi 
fame food, though abundantly wholefome and nouriſhing 


* Cor, xli. 4. 


Lrr. X. 


Of the election of minifters, r. 


63 


is not equally ſuited to the taſte, appetite, and conſtitu- 


tion, of different perſons and nations; fo the fame gifts in 
a candidate, for the goſpel-miniftry, are not equally a- 
dapted to every perſon and place. 


ſte. Who fitter to make it, than theſe who are to en- 
joy the uſe thereof, if their fenſes be exerciſed to diſcern 
good and evil? Can any man pretend to know better, 
what gifts fuit the caſe of my ſoul, than I do myſelf. 


Theſe, ignorant of the fundamental truths of Chriſti- 
anity : theſe, ſcandalous, profane, deniers of the divine 
original of the Old and New Teſtament, or of any truth _ 


therein plainly revealed: theſe, neglecters of the public, 
private, and fecret worſhip of God: theſe, given to cur- 


ſing, (wearing, Sabbath profanation, drunkenneſs, whore- 


dom, or other ſcandalous courſes, are deititute of capaci- 
ty and right to chuſe a goſpel-miniſter. The ignorant 
are utterly incapable to judge, of either the preacher's 


matter or method. The openly wicked have their ha- 


tred of Chriſt and a faithful miniſter marked in their 


forehead: neither, as has been formerly hinted“, appear 


riſible members of the Chriſtian church. To admit them 
there fore, to chuſe a Chriſtian paſtor, would be a me- 


thod, introducing ruin and wo; a method equally abſurd, 


33 for unfree men to chuſe the magiſtrates of a burgh; 
rather, equally abſurd, as if ignorant babes, and our e- 


nemies the French, ſhould be ſuſtained electors of our 


members of parliament, and privy council f. 


Whether viſible believers, adult, blameleſs, have a 
right to chuſe their paſtors and other'officers, muſt now 
be examined. All along from the reformation, it has 
been the avowed principle of Scotch Preſbyterians, they 
have. "Their H, boot of diſcipline, publiſhed A. D. 1 560, 
declares the lawful calling to the mimitry to conſiſt in 


the election of the people, the examination of the mini- 


try, and admiſſion by both; and that no paſtor ſhould be 
intruded upon any particular kirk without their conſent 1. 


Their /econd book of diſcipline declares, that the RO LES 


liberty 


Letter zw. + Epi. il. 12 19, f chap- iv. 


To ſecure edification, 
there muſt therefore be, a choice of the derts moſt appo- 
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liberty of chuſing church-officers continued till the church 
was corrupted by Antichriſt: that patronage flowed 
from the Pope's canon law; and is inconſiſtent with the 
order preſcribed in God's word“. From various docu- 

ments, the Aﬀembly 1736, declared it obvious, that, 
from the reformation, it had been the fixed principle of 
this church; That no miniſter ought to be intruded into any 
pariſh comrary to the will of the congregation: they ſen. 
oully recommended a due regard hereto, m planting of 
vacancies; as judicatories would ſtudy the honour of 
God, and the edification of men +. It is the /aw of Hea- 
ven, however the book of the Lord; that here, and every 
where, I intend to build my faith upon. 

That of Matthias is the firſt inſtance of an ales of 
an officer in the Chriſtian church. No doubt then it is 
marked in the ſacred hiſtory, as a pattern for the ages 
to come. Being an officer extraordinary, his call was in 
part immediately divine, by the determination of the lot. 
Being a church-officer, he was choſen by the church, as 
far as conſiſted with his extraordinary office. The dif. 
ciples about Jeruſalem, an hundred and twenty, were 
_ thered together. Peter repreſented the neceſſity of fl 
ing up Judas“ place in the apoſtolate, wita' one who 
could be a meet witneſs of Jeſus? doctrines, miracles, 
death, reſurrection: the hundred and twenty diſciples 
choſe, appointed, or preſented two; whom they judged, 
proper for that work, The office being extraordinary, 
and perhaps, the votes equal, the deciſion, which of theſe 
two, was referred to the divine determination of the Lor. 
After prayer for a perfect ons, it fell upon Matthias; 
and he was Synkatepſephisthe, by /u froges or votes, add. 
ed to the number of the apoſtles . 

Had the next election of a church- officer entirely ex- 
cluded the Chriſtian people, one had been tempted to 
ſuſpect, Matthias? extraordinary caſe was never deſigned 
for a pattern, Inſtead hereof, the choice, being of an 
ordinary officer, is entirely depoſite i in their hands. Ne- 
ver were men better qualißed for ſuch an election, than 

| | the 
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Ine inſpired, the Spirit-diſcerning apoſtles; yet when re- 
J arained, by laborious attendance to their principal 
8 work, the miniſtry of the word, and of prayer, from ſuf- 
u. © ficient leiſure to diſtribute their multiplied alms, to 
" their now numerous poor; and directed by the Holy 
of © Ghoſt ; they ordered the Chriſtian people to / ont, 
ny chooſe, ſeven of their number, men of hone report, full 
* Ne Holy Ghoſt, and wiſdom 5 who might be ordained to 
of the office of deacons. Judging of the mentioned qualifica- 
of tions, the Chriſtian multitude, entirely of their own ac- 
a. © cord, chooſe Stephen, Philip, Prochorus, Nicanor, Ti- 
ry $21, Parmenas, and Nicolas. Theſe they preſented to 

the apoſtles ; who immediately ordained them, by prayer 
of and impoſition of hands“. Here, by inſpired appoint- 
ig ment, the people had the whole power of electing their 


ges deacons. If they have the povrer of electing one ordi- 
in {nary officer; why not of all? If in the caſe of deacons, 
ot. they can judge of the qualifications of honeft report, full 


abe Holy Gho/t, and of wiſdom, what hinders them to 


li. judge of theſe, or the like, in the cafe of miniſters? If 


1 Jeſus and his apoſtles argued from the leſs to the greater #; 
l 


who can forbid us to argue, if it be right and equal for 
cho che Chriſtian people to chooſe deacons, who take care of 
les, Ncheir ſacred alms; is it not much more right and equal, 


ples they have the choice of their paſtors, who take the over- 
ed, Nücht of their fouls? Log, 15 


xy, A third inſtance of the Chriſtian people electing their 


1eſe Neccleſiaſtic officers, relates to the joint travels of Paul 


or. (nd Barnabas, at Ly tra, and places around 1. Theſe 


ras; {two divinely directed meſſengers of Chriſt, having ordain- 
14d. Ne, Gr. through ſuffrages or votes con/litute, them elders, 


preſbyters, in every city, and prayed with faſtiuge, com- 
mended them to the Lord. Here it is plainly marked, 


ned Nrorxs, in order to ordination. This the Greek word 


f an Curio rON SANT ES, in our verſion, by the fraud of the 


Ne- IEngliſh biſhops, rendered naD⁰ orpaixeD, plainly i:>ports. 
than MCnxIOrO To, the root, is borrowed from the cuſtom of 


the Iziving votes at Athens and elſewhere of Greece, by lift- 


F | ing 


Adds xiv, 23. 


Acts vi. 16. F Matth, vi. 30. 1 Cor. ix. 10. 
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ing up of the hand. Where ever it is uſed in the Greek 
Teſtament “, and for ought I know in every Greek au- 
thor, not poſterior to Luke, the writer of the Acts; it 
conſtantly implies Jo give vote or ſuffrage. 


before us, it agrees with Paul and Barnabas; becauſe they 


_ preſided in the choice, and finiſhed the deſign of it by or- 


dination. Here, moreover, it is evident, the perſons choſen 
for preſbyters, elders, were ſet apart to their office, not 
by a hurried prayer and riotous banquet ; but by prayer 
and faſtings; and this manner of choice and. ordination 
was uſed in every church. The very performance of the 
work of ordination in public conjunction with the church, 

tacitly infers their conſent T“. 150 
Chriſt's commanding his people to try the fprrits, to 
try falſe prophets, and flee from them , neceſſarily im- 
ports a right to chooſe the worthy, and reject the vile; 
to chooſe what ſuits our edification, and reject what doth 
not; for if we muſt receive whoever is impoſed; there is 
no occaſion for trial; we can have no other, The pri. 
vilege of trial, kere allowed his people by Chriſt, plain- 
ly ſuppoſes their having ſome ability for it; and by a 
diligent peruſal of his word, and conſulting his miniſters, 
they may quickly become more capable. . Has our ador- 
ed Kedeemer thus intruſted to his adult members, the 
election of their paſtors ; at what peril and guilt do any 
miniſters or laicks concur to bereave them thereof, thruſt- 
ing men into the evangelic office by another way; thus 
conſtituting them ſpiritual th:eves and robbegs ? Inſtead 
of being gende to church-members, as a nur/e 2 
eth her children ; inſtead of condiſcending to men of lou 
degree , and doing all things to the glory of God, and the 
edrfication of ſouls ; is not this, to ſet at nought their 
brethren ; exerciſe lordly dominion over the members of 

Chriſt ; and rule them with rigour ? 

In the oracles of God, where is the hint, that the 
choice of paſtors for Chriſtian people, is lodged in = 
K ut 


® z Cor. viii. rg. f Tit.i.s. . Jobn iv. 1, 2 
2 John 10, 11. x Theff, v. 19, 20. Gal. i. 9. and v. 15. Matth. 
vill. 17. John v. 35. | | | 
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«| but themſelves ? If, inſtead of Chriſtians, of viſible be- ll 
„evers, there is a congregation of practical Heathens, ig- jy 
x norant, ſcandalous, or complaifant in conſcience to ſuch | 


no doubt, the preſbytery ought, as for Heathens, to 
J chooſe them a paſtor. But when it is otherwiſe; ſince 


i men apoſtolic, inſpired, put the choice from themſelves, 
a to the Chriſtian people; who can believe it belongs to | 
er | 


this world; when he threatens judgment without mercy 
ne to fuch, as, in his worſhipping aſſemblies, more readily 


the clergy *? When Chriſt avers his hingdom ts not of | 
ö 
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h ive a ſeat to the rich, with his gold ring, and gay cloth- { 
ing g, than to the poor; can it be imagined, he has in- { 
to froſted the choice of his ambaſſadors to men, tor their bl 
3 greatneſs ? 


No more, my friend, repeat your contemptuous ſneer, 
1 an Shall a cottager, poor, unlearned, who pays not one 
: « farthing of the ſtipend ; and at next term will perhaps 


remove from the con regation, have an equal choice 
of a miniſter with his maſter, a gentleman, a noble- 
um man, of liberal education, of diſtinguiſhed abilities, 
' © I © who is head of a large family, has a fixed en 
= and reſidence in the. pariſh, and furniſhes almoſt the 


be whole benefice? Will you fly in the face of our civil 
mY law? Will you plead for the method of chooſing | 
f church officers, which already has produced ſo much 
ry "© firife, bloody ſquabbling, or murder?“ If Chrift's 
, x tingdom, as himſelf dying atteſted, ig not of this world, 
eh how can out wurd learning, riches, honour, property, ſettled 
1 abode, or any thing worldly, conſtitute one a member 
85 thereof? Do the learning, wealth, c. of a French re- 
RY 7 ſident in Britain, conſtitute him a freeman, a chooſer of 
wel wlers, a ruler of the nation? Do theſe worldly things 
render one a better Chrittian? No. Not many wiſe © 
de Nen after the fleſh; not many mighty ; not many noble, * 
the ore called with an holy calling. How ordinarily do rich Mi 
men oppreſs the ſaints; draw them before judement- 14 
eats ; and blaſpheme Jeſus) worthy name, by which they in 
are called t? If worldly privileges and endowments can- | 


1 Cor. i. 26. Jam. 11.6, 


14 

not make one a ſubject of the Mediator's ſpiritual king- | 4 
1 ö | F 2 | dom ; 14 
* AQ i. and vi. + John xvili. 36. Jam. ii. 1-13, * WE 
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dom; how can they entitle -any to, or raiſe him above 
his brethren, in the privileges thereof? If by the Son 
of God, the poor cottager has been made free indeed; 
has been taught 10 profit; is rich in faith ; is a king and 
prigſt unto God; hath received a kingdom, which cannot 
be moved; in the view of the Omniſcient, and his angels, 
and every man wile to ſalvation, how little is he inferior 
to his rich, perhaps, his graceleſs maſter! Your rich 
man has college- education, underſtands philoſophy, hi. 
-tory, law, agriculture; will that infer, he underſtands 
his Bible, underitands Chriſtian principles, ſpiritual ex. 


periences, and what miniſterial gifts beſt correſpond 


therewith, better than his cottager; who daily ſearcher 
the ſcripture, and has heard and learned of po Father! 
How oft are the great things of God hid from. the wiſ: 
and prudent, and revealed unto babes! Chriſt crucified 
was to the learned Greeks foohſ{lneſs ; but to the poor. 
eſt believer, the power of God, and the wiſdom af God. 
The natural man, however learned, recerveth not the 
things of the Spirit of God, neither can he know them; 
for they are ſpiruually diſcerned *, How ealy to find 
the herdman, the filly woman, who will endure a trial on 
Chriſtian principles to far other purpoſe, than many of your 
rich, your great! Your great man is the head of a numer- 
ous family, and has much influence in the corner, That, no 
doubt, is a ftrong motive for him, if he is a Chriſtian, to 
be exceeding wary in his choice; if he is fo, no doubt, 
his Chriſtian judgment ought, as far as conſiſts with ſpit: 
tual liberty, to have its own weight. But while Chrifs 
kingdom is not of this world; while in him, there is ver 
ther male nor female, bond nor free; headſhip over 4 
family can found no claim to a ſpiritual privilege. Thow 
ſands are heads of families, but” plainly a/zens from the 
commonwealth of Iſrael, without God, and without hope 
in the world +. Many are heads of families, who, by 
neglect of the daily worſhip of God, of religious inſtruc 
tion, and other unchriſtian conduct, ruin the ſame. 
Boaſt not, Sir, of your great man's ſettled abode; 
boaſt not of to-morrow, for thou knoweſt not mew G 
* "day 
Matth. xi. 25, 1 Cor. i. 22, 24. and ii. 14. + Jobs 
Kvili. 36. Gal. iii. 28. Eph. ii. 13, 
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day may bring forth; how ſuddenly diſaſters, death, may 
pluck him out by the roots. The rich fathers, where 
are they? Do the nobles live for ever? Shall their 
dwelling continue to all generations? How oft the rich 
inheritance, in a few years, changes its maſter; while 
the race of the poor hovers about the ſame ſpot, for 
many generations! What if, the cottager attend more 
to goſpel-minſtrations, in one year, than the rich proprie- 
tor in forty! What if, removing at next term, he carry 
his beloved paſtor in his heart, and by effeQual fervent 
prayers, availing much; by multiplied groanings that 
cannot be uttered; he bring manifold bleſſings on the 


pariſh and miniſtry he leaves; while your rich man, if 


wicked, if of the too common ſtamp, continues in it, 


for no better purpoſe than to diſtreſs the faithful paſtor, 


corrupt the people, bring down a curſe, and cumber the 
ground: . Your great man bears the load of the ſtipend 
no more than the pooreſt cottager. He purchaſed his 
property with this burden upon it: and on that account 
had its price proportionably abated. Suppoſe it were o- 
therwiſez might not a poor widow's {wo mites be more 


in Jeſus? account, than all he gives? Will you, with 


the Samaritan ſorcerer, indulge the thought, that the 
gifts of God, the ſpiritual privileges of his church, are to 
be purchaſed witb money? For money to erect the 
church, or defray the benefice, will you, with the in- 
famous traitor, betray the Son of God in his church, his 


ordinance, his miniſtry, into the hand of ſinners to be 


crucified ? ans Pn | 
Mention not, Sir, the civil law: the very worſt ſtatute 


thereof, relative to the point in hand, ivdircaly ſup- , 
poſes the conſent of the congregation. It leaves to the 
preſbytery, the full power to judge, whether the preſen- 


tee is fit for that charge? If the congregation generally 


oppoſe; with what candour do the preſbytery, in Jeſus 
The laſt ſtatute relative 


name, determine he 1s fit? 
hereto, declared the preſentation void, unleſs it was ac- 


cepted, Nor is there in being, any, but the /aw of fin 


and death within them, the law of itch after worldly 
Fain, that obliges candidates to accept. How unmanly; 


ow want, ee then, my dear Amelius, is it for you, 


aad your tellows, to blame the civil law, with the preſent 
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courſe of intruſions! Since the reſurrection of Chriſt, l 
almoſt defy you to produce the inſtance of bloody ſquah. 
bling, or like outrages contention, in the choice of a 
paſtor, where none but the viſible members of Chriſt's 
myſtical body, adult, and blameleſs, were admitted to ad 
in. the choice. But if, at any called popular elections, 
the power was ſinfully betrayed into the hand of ſuch 
baptized perſons, as in ignorance and looſe practice par. 
ralleled, if not tranſcended Heathen men and publicant; 
into the hand of theſe, who, to pleaſe a ſuperior, to ob- 
tain a paltry bribe, or a flagon of wine, were readily de- 
termined in their vote for a miniſter; let the prottitutes 
of Jeſus? ordinance anſwer for the unhappy conſequences 
of their conduct, If they fo enormouliy broke through 
the hedge of the divine law, no wonder a ſerpent bit 
them. But, Sir, have you forgot what angry, what te- 
dious conteſts about civil claims, even before -ſpiritual 
courts; and what neceflity of a military guard at ordina- 
tions, the lodgment of the power of election in patrons 
or heritors, as /uch, has but lately occaſioned ? 


To deprive the Chriſtian people of their privilege in 


chuſing their paſtors; and give it to others, upon ſecular 
accounts, how pregnant with abſurdity! It -overturns 
the nature of Chriſt's ſpiritual kingdom, founding a claim 
to her privileges on worldly character and property. It 
gives theſe bleſſed lips the lie, which ſaid, My kingdom 10 
nt of this world. It counteracts the nature of the church, 
as a voluntary ſociety; thruſting. men into a momentuous 
relation to her, without, nay, contrary to her conſent, 
It ſettles the miniſterial office upon a very rotten ſounca- 
tion: for how hard to believe the man is a miniſter of a 
Chriltian Congregation, who never conſented to his being 
ſuch! to believe he has a paſtoral miſſion from Chrill, 
for whom providence would never open a door ot 
entrance to the office; but he was obliged to be thruſt 
in by the window, as a thief and a robber! If he 
comes unſent, how can I expe& edification by his mint- 
ſtry; when God has declared, Such ſha/! not profit ibis 
people at all? It implies the moſt unnatural cruelty. If 
the law of nature allow me the choice of my phyſic ian, 
my ſervant, my guide, my maſter, how abſurd, to deny 
me the choice of a phyſician, a ſervant, a guide, jo uy 

| | Ioul; 
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ſoul; and to give it to another, merely becauſe he has 
ſome more money, has a certain piece of ground, which 
I have not! How do theſe qualify him, or entitle him, 
to provide, what the eternal ſalvation'of my ſoul is Go 
nearly connected with, better than myſelf; if taught of 
God? 

By patronage, how oft the honour of Chriſt and the 
ſouls of men; are betrayed into the hands of their declat- 


ed foes! If the patron is unholy, profane; how readi- 


ly the candidate he prefers, is too like himſelf! If a 
candidate be faithful, be holy; how readily, like Ahab 
in the caſe of Micaiah, he hates, he ſends not for him 
The complaiſant chaplain, who almoſt never diſturbed 
the family with the worſhip of God; who, along with 
the children or others, took off his cheerful glaſs ; ſung 
his wanton ſong ; attended the licentious ball, or play- 
houſe ; conmved at, or ſwore a profane oath ; took an 


hand at the cards; or ridiculed the mylteries, the expe- 


riences, the circumſpect profeſſor of the Chriſtian faith; 
is almoit certain to have the preſentation; perhaps he co- 


venanted for it, as part of his wages. For what Simo- 


ny, ſacrilege, and deceitful perjury, with reſpect to ordi- 


nation vows, patronage opens a door, he that runs ma 


read. Shocked with the view, let me „ebe : 


LETTER NM. 
Or Tur OxDINATLION AND DUTY or MivisT ERS. 


OPPOSE a Chriitian ſhipwrecked upon a remote 

Hand, by private inſtruction, to convert ſundry of the 
native Heathens to his Lord; perhaps, their election or 
conſent might war rant him to preach, and diſpenſe: to 
them the ſacraments. But in ordinary caſes, no choice 


of the people, attended with as much prayer as you 


pleaſe, can ſupply the want of ordination, There js no 
inſtance of any ſuch thing in the ſacred record. Should 
the election of a candidate comprehend the ſubſtance: of 
conferring the office, he could only be a miniſter to his 
own congregation, who chooſe him; but merely a private 


perſon to ſuch as did not, Should his people deſert him; 1 


or by withdrawment of his lubſiſtence, force him to Jeave 
| | m; 
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72 On the government of the Chriſtian church. 


them; his office ſhould be nullified ; their choice being 


recalled, and made void. But what more abſurd, than 
for other mens ſins to {trip the moit faithful miniſter of 
his ſpiritual function! Election marks out the perſon ; 
confers not the office; it conſigns a candidate's exerciſe 
of it, to a particular part of the Chriſtian flock. Ordina- 


tion confers the office; conſtitutes the candidate a mi- 


hiſter, not merely of the congregation he is principally 
appointed to, but of the whole catholic church. Hence, 
by baptiſm, he ſolemnly admits perſons members, not 
merely of his congregation, but of the catholic church, 
By excommunication, he ſolemnly ejects, not merely 
from his own congregation, but from the catholic church, 
In conſequence of his miniſterial relation to the whole 
church, he exerciſes his othce, or any part of it, any 
where, on a proper call. Nor is he re-ordained, when he 
removes from one place to another, He hath not, how- 
ever, an apoſtolic relation to the church; is not a catholic 
miniſter thereof. An apoſtle had an actual charge of the 
whole Chriſtian church; had full power to exerciſe his 
miniſtry, where ever he came, without regard to any hu- 
man call. The relation of an ordinary paſtor, to the ca- 
tholic church, merely warrants him, to exerciſe his office 
any where in it, providing he receive a regular call. 
That ordination of paſtors is an ordinance of Jeſus 


_ Chriſt, the ſacred volumes abundantly mark. Through e- 


lection by ſuffrages, Paul and Barnabas ordained ELDess, 
PRESBYTERS, in EVERY CHurcH*, By Paul's inſpired or- 
ders, Titus was left at Crete, to ordain c/ders, preſbytert, 
in EVERY ciTY+. By the laying on of the hands of the 
preſbytery, was Timothy himſelf ordained; he was a- 
poſtolically authoriſed and directed to ordain others; and 
informed, that theſe directions are to be obſerved, 71// the 
day of Jeſus Chriſt t. | | 

That not election, but ordination, confers the ſacred 
office, is no leſs evident. It made men, peacons and 
PRESBYTERS, Which were not ſo before ||. Eleven of the a- 
poſtles received their office without any choice of the people. 
The gift of the ſacred function was given to Timothy, not by 

= 25 oF | tne 


Acts xiv. 23. + Tit. i. 3 Þ 1 Tim, iv. 14, 1, 23. 
and VI. 14. 2 Tim. 1. 2. l| Acts VI. Zo Tit. 1. 1 ; 
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ng | the choice of the people, but by the /aying on of the hands 
an of the preſbytery. Such as, in ordination, Jay hands ſudden- 
of y upon a candidate, are marked partaters with him, in 
n; his fin, if he run unſent *. The ſolemn nature of or- 
iſe dination infers the ſame truth. To prevent laying hands 
la- upon him ſuddenly, there is imported in it, a ſolemn, an 
ni- accurate trial, of the candidate's qualification for his 
ly work; if ought appear dubious, the ordination muſt be 
de, delayed till providence clear the affair. Till there be 
ot ſufficient ſatisfaction, the preſbytery cannot account to 
ch. their Maſter, for /aying hands on him ; for conferring the 
ly office +. If he is deſtitute of the diſtinguiſhing mini- 
ch. ſterial gift, or any other eſſential qualification, ten thou- 
le ſand elections, ten thouſand ordinations, can no more ren» 
ny der him a minr/ter of Chrift, than as many baptiſms can 
he render the Romiſh bells, living members of the Chrittian 
W- church. If Jefus withhold gifts, eſſentially neceſſary for 
lic the edify ing of his body; it is plain he Cds him not; 
he how then can mortals give him a real miniſterial com- 
his miſſion? for HE ſhutteth up a man, and there ir no opening, 
| 
| 
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w- At your and his eternal hazard, do you people chooſe; or 
2 you paſtors ordain, ſuch a candidate; you can do nothing 
ice againſt, but rox the truth. Your power is given you, for 

| edrification; not fur deſlruction . Solemuly tried and found 
ſus WM qualified, he is to be ſet apart to the miniſtry, by prayer, 
.e- MW Fa/ting, and laying on of the hands of the preſbytery 9. 
RS, No where, in the heavenly volume, do we find either 
or- precept or example, that Chriſtian people have a whit 
rs, more right to ordain their paſtor, than midwives to 
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the baptize the children, they aſſiſt to bring forth. Ordin- 
a- tion appears performed by apoſtles; by evangeliſts; and 

nd i by a prefbytery||; but never by private Chriſtians, |} | 
the Could theſe ordain their paſtors, or other ecclefiaſtic o 
ficers; to what purpoſe did Paul leave Titus at Crete, 

red to ordain elders in every city? To what purpoſe did him 1 4 
nd ſelf and Barnabas travel about, ordarning elders in ever, 
2. CCF daberes Wl 
le, NO: n.. 
by 1 Tim. iv. 14. and v. 22. + 1 Tim. v. 21, 22. 4 
the I 2 Cor. xiii. 8, 10. Y Ads iii. 3. and xiv. 23. 1 Tim. 4 
iv. 14. and v. 2 [ Ads vi. 6. and xiv. 23. TR. i. 3. 
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74 On the government of the Chriſtian church. 
church “*? Or with what ſenſe did he write all the rule; 
about ordination to the evangeliſts, Timothy and Titus ; 
and never a word of them to the people, in any of his 
epi „ 

Thus regularly ordained, the Chriſtian paſtor muſt 
enter on his important work. Endowed with ſpiritual 
wiſdom and underſtanding; poſſeſſed of inward expe- 
rience of the power of divine truth; enflamed with zeal 
for the glory of God, love to his work, and compaſſion 
to the periſhing ſouls of men; he is to endeavour ac- 
rn himſelf with the ſpiritual ſtate of his flock ; 

eed them with, not Heatheniſh and Arminian harangues, 

but the goſpel of Chriſt, the ſincere milk of the word; 
diligently preaching and rightly dividing it, according 
to their diverſified ſtate and condition + Aſſiduouſly 
growing in the knowledge and love of divine things, he 
is to inſtruct and confirm his hearers therein. Every di- 
vine truth, he is to publiſh and apply, as opportunity 
calls for; chiefly ſuch as are moſt important, or, though 


once openly confeſſed, are in his time attacked and de- 


med 1. Painfully is he to catechiſe his people; and, 


in Jefus' name, viſit and teach them, from houſe to 


houſe 9. To awaken their conſcience; promote the 
converſion of ſinners; to direct and comfort the caſt 
down, perplexed, tempted, deſerted; to ponder the 
ſcripture, his own and others experience to qualify him 
for this work; muſt be his earneſt care |]. Faithfully 
is he to adminiſter the ſacraments, to ſuch only, as are 
_ duly qualified; and in the fimple manner preſcribed by 
_ Chriſt . Tenderly is he to care for the poor; ſym- 
pathife with the afflicted; impartially viſit the ſick; deal 
plainly with their conſcience z exhort and pray over 
them, in the name of the Lord **, With impartiality, 
zeal, meekneſs, and prudence, he is to rule and . 

„ * the 
Tit. i. 5. Acts xiv. 21,23. + 1 Pet. v. 3. 2 Ccr. 
v. 11. 1 Cor. ix. 16. Phil. i. 24, 25. Ir Tim. vi. 20. and 
iii. 15. Phil. i. 17. 2 Tim. iv. 8. S Gal. vi. 6. Heb. v. 
1. 13. 1 Cor. iii. 1. Acts xx. 20. Acts xxvi. 18, 19. 
Iſa. xl. 11. and l. 4. Ezek. xxxiv. 4. 2 Cor. li. 47 4 Mat. 
XXViii. I9, 20. and vii. 6. 1 Cor. xi. 23,29. Gal. ii. 9. 
Io, 1 Tim. vi. 17, 19. 2 Cor. xi. 29. Jam, v. 17. 


Let. XI. Of the ordination and duty of miniflers, 75 


the church; admoniſh the unruly; rebuke the offenders; 
excommunicate the incorrigible ; and abſolve the peni- 
tent “. - Habitually is he to give himſelf, to effectual fer- 
vent prayer, for his flock, and for the church of God ; 


travailing as in birth, till Jeſus be formed in the ſouls of 


men +. Be a man's parts, diligence, and apparent piety, 


as they will; negligence in this will blaſt his miniſtrations 


and too clearly mark, he is therein chiefly influenced by 
ſome carnal motive, of honour or gain, Finally, he 1s 


conſtantly to walk before his flock, a diſtinguiſned pat- 


tern of ſobriety, righteouſneſs, holineſs, humility, heaven- 
lineſs, temperance, charity, brotherly kindneſs, and every 
good word and work. Without this his miniſtrations ap- 
pear but a ſolemn farce of deceit 1. . 

Can then miniſters accepting of a civil office, conſiſt 


with their faithfulneſs to Chriſt, or the ſouls of men? No: 


it is the reverſe of his bleſſed example, who refuſed to 
Judge in a civil cauſe. It is contrary to his divine prohi- 
bition, to exerciſe any lordly dominion. It flies in the face 
of his twelve apoſtles, who averred, it was not fit, mini- 


ſters of Chriſt ul leave the word of God, and ſerve ta- 


bles, It contradicts the famed apoſtle of the Gentiles, 


who avers, the moit eminent men was inſufficient for the 
miniſtry alone ||. It rebels againſt the inſpired charge to 
miniſters, to beware of entang/ing themſelves with the af. 
fairs of this life; and to give themſelves wholly to read- 


ing, meditation, exhortatton, and doctrine; to preach the 


word; inſtant in ſeaſon, and out of ſeaſon; reprove, re- 
buke, and exhort, with all long-ſufferiog and doftrine\. 
Can miniſters reading of ſermons conſiſt with the dig- 
nity of their office? Did Jeſus, or his apoſtles, ever ſhew 
them an example? No. At Nazareth, when he read his 
text in the book of Efaias, he cloſed hit Look, and diſcour- 
ſed to the people. On the mount, he opened his mouth, 
and taught: I hear not that he took out his papers and 


read, 


* Heb. xiii. 17. 1 Tim. v. 20, 21. Tit. iii. 10. 2 Cor. ii. 
6, 7. 1 Acts vi. 2. 4. Ep". ii. 14, 19. Gal. iv. 10. Þ 1 Theſ. 
il. 1, || Luke xii. 14. Mat. xx. 25. Acts vi. 2. 2 Cor. il. 16. 
$2 Tim. 11. 4. 1 Tim. iv. 15. 2 Tim. iv. 2. 
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"6 On the Government of the Chriſtian Church. 
read. In his pentecoſtal ſermon, Peter /ift up. bis voice, 
and ſaid :—his papers and reading I hear nothing of. Af- 
ter reading of the law and the prophets, the rulers of the 
ſynagogue, of Antioch in Piſtdia, deſired Paul and Bar- 
nabas, not to RA; but to sar on. Our adored Saviour 
knew well enough how to direct his ambaſſadors : yet he 
ordered them, Go REACH, not read, the goſpel to every 
creature . How hard to believe, he who gives gifts to 
men, for the edifying of his body, would ſend the ue 
iſt, whoſe memory and judgment are fo inſutheient, that, 
from neither, he can produce an half-hour's diſcourſe, 
without reading it! How dull and inſipid the manner 
How abſurdly it hinders the Spirit's aſſiſtance, as to mat- 
ter, during the diſcourſe! How ſhameful: Shall the book- 
leſs lawyer warmly and ſenfibly plead almoſt infignificant 
trifles? and ſhall the ambaſſador of Chriſt, deprived of 
his papers, be incapable to plead ſo ſhort a ſpace, in fa- 
vour of his Maſter, and the fouls of men? 


ET TER.: At 
Or RuLing EL bEks axp Dkacoxs. 


Nen is the office of the ruling eder, preſbyter, lels 
truly authoriſed in the inſpired mandates of our 
bleſſed Redeemer. 
is not eaſily broken. Writing to the Romans, our inſpi- 
red apoſtle affords us this remarkable document: We be- 
ing many, are one body in Chriſt, and members one of a- 
nother. Having then gifts, differing according to the grace 
that is given to us, whether prophecy, let us prophecy 
according to the proportion of faith; or miniſtry, let us 
wait on our miniſtering ; or he that teacheth, on teach- 
ing; or he that exhorteth, on exhortation; he that giveth, 
let him do it with ſimplicity ; he that ruleth, with dili- 
gence +,” G. Here we have a liſt of the ordinary of. 
ficers of Chriſt ; one body, the church. Here is the 
teacher; he that teacheth; Here is the paſtor; he that 
7. wongn 1m 755 exhortelb, 


* Luke iv. 20, 2 1. Matth. v. 2. Acts ii. 14. and xiii. 15. 
+ Rom, XU. 58. | | | 
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Lrr. XII. Of ruling elders and deacons, 77 


exhorteth. Here is the deacon; he that giveth. Here is 
another officer diſtinct from them all; he that ruletb. 
His deſcription atteſts, that rvLinG is, if not his ſole, 
his principal work. He cannot then be the goſpel- mini- 
ſter, who, though he rules, yet not ruling, but preach- 
ing of the goſpel, is his principal work. Though this 
ruler, he that ruletb, is placed after the deacon, it in- 
fers no inferiority. In the ſacred lifts, Chriſt reckons 
up his church-officers, in what order he pleafeth. In 
one, prophets are placed next to apoſtles; in another, 
evangeliſts are placed between them“. The divine per- 
ſons themſelves are not alway reckoned in the very ſame 
order 1. He that zurn, ts here marked by a diſtinct 


character; as having a different g, and a diſtinct work, 


from his fellow-offticers. His othce, therefore, muſt be 
pisrixcr. His furniture is of God; is gifts, - grace 
given; by God, his character of ruler, is impoſed; and 
bis manner of executing his office, preſcribed : his func- 
tion is therefore divinely warranted, e 
Elſewhere, the divine Spirit informs us, that Cod hath 
ſet ſome in the church, Govee.xnmenTs f. Theſe muſt be 


pnderſtood of Governors; as miracles are afterward ex- 


plained, of workers of mirac/es. Theſe governments or 


governors, are marked to be sr in the cuuxcu, not the. 


kate; by Gop, not men; they are marked to be di/tinff 
officers by themſelves. Their character, covernmenT, 
implies, that RULING is their principal work; rather, the 
whole execution of their office. | 


But no where ſkines the divine warrant of ruling elders, 


with more illuſtrious brightneſs, than from that noted 


oracle, Let the elders, that rule well, be counted wor- 


thy of double honour-; RSHA, they who labour in 
word and doctrine F. The ruling elders here mention- 


ed neceſſarily pertain to the church. The whole epiſtle 


writ to Timothy, to direct him how to behave in the 
church of the living God; and its directions are to be 


kept /:// the day of Jeſus Chri/t\|. Here two ſorts of 


elders are plainly 1 * ſome that only rule 
well ; others that alſo bour in word and doftrine. 


EF — "0 = Not 
* x Cor, xii. 2. Eph. iv. 11. + Muth. xxviil. 19. 


Rev. i. 245 11 Cor. xii. 28. $1 Tim. v. 17. i Tim. 
vi. 
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78 On the government of the Chriſtian church. 


Not one place is in the New Teſtament, nor perhaps in any 
Greek author, where the word Malis ra, here rendered 
ESPECIALLY, does not diſtinguiſh between different perſong 
or things *. How abſurd then to imagine, it does not dil. 
tinguiſh here! The ruling elders who labour not in word 
and doctrine, are here divinely commended, and have a 
reward of double honour afligned them ; but, if it were 
their duty, 70 /abour in word and doctrine; how could 
God commend, or charge them to have double honour 


: given them, while, however well they ruled, they neglect. 


ed, or ſlothfully performed, the principal part of their 
work; did not diligently labour in word and doctrine 
Are, my friend, the laborious apoſtle, and the Holy 
Ghoſt, who inſpired him, turned advocates for the lazy 
preacher; or for him, who, like the dioceſan biſhops, 
rules, wELL I ſay not; but labours not in word and doc- 
trine, The manifold torture, this text hath ſuffered, to 
wreſt it from the native ſenſe juſt now given, ſerves al. 
moſt only to diſplay, what enmity men have to the truth, 
Their ſhiftings I dilmiſs, as unworthy of regard. | 

The ruling elder not being called to preach the myſte- 
ries of Chriſt; it is not abfolutely neceſſary, he poſleſs 
the fame degree of aptneſs tu teach, as the preſbyter, who 
| {abours in word and doctrine. As to every other qualifi- 
cation, neither ſcripture nor reaſon appear to plead any 
difference. No ſcripture I have obſerved hints their e- 
lection or ordination to differ from that of the paſtor; 
nor that in matters of eccleſiaſtic rule, they have either 
more or leſs authority than he. 'The ſame manner of holy 
converſation, watching over the flock, impartial receiving 
of members, warning and cenſuring the unruly, viſiting 
and praying over the ſick, is required of them +. 

In the whole ſacred record, nothing is more clear 
than the divine appointment of deacons. In the apoſtolic 
hiſtory, as has been already declared, on another ſubject, 
we are informed of the occaſion, the manner of entrance, 
and the end of their office f. At Philippi the hr 

a epiſtle 


„Gall. vi. 20. Phil. iv. 22. 1 Tim. iv. 10. and v. 8. 2 Tim. 
-, 13. Tit. i. 11. 2 Pet. ii. 10. Acts zx. 38. and xxvl. 3. 
+ 1 Tim. v. 179. Acts xx. 31, 35. Jam. v. 17. 
1 —6. See Let. toth. 
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epiſtle finds and approves them in function, Phil. i. 1. In 


his miſſive to his beloved Timothy, the ſame inſpired a- 
poſtle preſcribes their neceſſary qualifications *. In a 
forecited text, their office is divinely approven, and 
the manner of diſtributing the church's ſtore preſcribed, 
He that giveth, let him do it with ſiniplicity T. In an- 


other, by their deſignation of utLes, their uſefulneſs is 
8 They ought to be men of honet 


ſufficiently marked | 
report, full of the Holy Ghoſt, and of wiſdom and gravity. 
They are to be ſet up in the church by the choice of the 


cople, and ordination by the miniſters of Chriſt, Their 
Calne is to ſerve tables, inſpect the caſe of, and pro- 
vide for the poor, and manage the temporal affairs of 


the church 5. In managing theſe, their power is the 
very ſame, with that of the paſtor and ruling elder, 

| Ruling elders and deacons indeed are not equally ne- 
ceſſary with paſtors, to the very exiſtence of the Chriſ- 
tian church; yet both are appointed, without any hint, 
that their office is temporary ; both are appointed upon 
moral grounds, equally reſpecting every Chriſtian pe- 


riod z the neceſſity of ruling the church; of ſupplying 
the poor; and ſerving tables, ſtill continue; both are 


appointed, amid rules to be kept till the day of Feſus 
Chrift ||. 
tinued diſtinct, till the end of time. 


LETTER XIII. 
Or Tue NarukE or Cnuncn- POWER. 


THE nature, the conveyance, the partition, and ex- 

erciſe of the power, committed by Jeſus to theſe 
paſtors, rulin 
amined. If his kingdom it not of this world, the whole 
authority pertaining thereto muſt be, not of a temporal, 
but fprritual kind J. Its rule is not the carnal ſtatutes 
of men; but the fprritual oracles of the Holy Ghoſt **. 


It is not derived from any carnal earthly potentate; but 


G2. from 
* 1 Tim. iii. 8,---12. . + Rom. xii. 3. . 
Accs vi. 1,---6. 1 I im. iii. 3, 12. 


14. John xviii. 36. 
Ul. 135517. 3 


im. iii. with vi. 


— 


Both the offices ought, therefore, to be con- 


elders, and deacons, muſt next be ex- 


** Tim. iu. 14, 15. 2 Tim. 
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$0. Of the government of the Chriſtian church, 


from the quickening $p:r:t, Jeſus Chriſt the Lord“. 
Its matter 1s rand) the keys, order, and government, 
not of a carnal and earthly monarchy ;- but of ihe kingdom 
heaven f. The doctrines preached relate not to human 
ſcience; but are ſpiritual and divine f. Ihe ſacraments 
confirm no carnal privileges; but repreſent, ſeal, and ap- 
ply Jeſus' piritual perſon, righteouſneſs, and benefits . 
The diſcipline is not carnal, affecting the body, purſe, or 
outward privilege ; but piritual, reſpecting the ſoul and 
conſcience; whereby the unruly are admoniſhed and re- 
duked; the obſtinate ejected from the ſpiritual fellowſhip 
of faints, and the penitent received to the ſame ||. The 
manner of exerciſing this power is /pzritual ; not in the 
name of a creature; but of Jeſus the eternal Spirit, whoſe 
Lingdom is not of this world . In reſpect of 1 s ſubject, 
it is not intruſted to civil and earthly rulers ; but to „pri- 
tual officers given to the church, by her head *, In re. 
ſpect of its object, it is verſant about perſons, not as men 
of this world; but as ſpiritual members of Chriſt's myiti- 
cal body. Diſcipline is verſant about civil actions, not as 
political crimes ; but as offenſive to God, ſcandalous, and 
ruining to the ſouls of men +}. In its ſcope, this power 
tends not to increaſe mens wealth, or outward honours; 
but to gain their ſouls to Chriſt, deſtroy their corruption 
or ileſh, and to fave their ſpirit tt. | ST 

Is the government of the Chriſtian church, of ſuch 
a ſpiritual nature? how wicked then to admit to her 
offices, theſe, no way marked. with the Spirit of Chriſt: 
How wicked to pervert her ordinances, ruling her in 2 
political manner ; nl by carnal motives, and ac- 
cording to the ediQts of princes, acts of parliament, or in- 
clinations of men! How criminal to diſpenſe her ſacred 
ſeals to any; to multitudes ; deſtitute of every ſhadow 


- How 


of ſpiritual memberſhip, in the myſtical body of Chriſt: 


® Matth. xxviii, 18,20. John xx. 21,---23. Matth. xv. 

19. and xviii. 15,---20, ÞF Matth. xvi. 19. + 2 Pet. i. 19: 

20. 2 Tim. iii. 16, 17. $ Rom. iv. 11. and v. 6. 1 Cor. L 

16, 17. ] Matth. xvi. 19. and xviii. 15, - 20. 1 Cor. v. 13: 

2 Cor. ii. 1,7. John xx. 21,---23- I Acts xvii. 18. Mattl. 

xxvlii. 19. 1 Cor. v. 4. ** Epb. iv. 7,---11. Matth. xvi. 19. 

and xwill. 15-20. f 1 Cor. v. 12, 13. 2 Cor. x. 8. J Epb- 
iv. 11,15. 1 Cor. v. 5. | 8 


Ler, XIII. Of the nature, &e. of ebureh or-. 8 


How ſinful to impoſe the ſacred ſupper under civil penal - 
ties; or to qualify men for offices in the ſtate! What a 
ſhocking transformation this, of that kingdom, which is 
not of this world! | he | 

This ſpiritual power, derived from Jeſus, is but of a 


miniſterial, a ſtewardly kind. In the church, one is our 


MASTER and LAWGIVER, even Chr. His officers are no 
more than fewards of the myſteries of God; miners, 
preachers, or hera/ds, and ambaſſadors for him“. Not 
the ſmalleſt degree have they of power, to afhx a new 
additional ſenſe to his laws; nor in the moſt indifferent 
thing, to eſtabliſh a new one; but ſolely to explain and 
apply his ſtatutes, as the circumſtances of his church 
require. To his law and to Hie teſtimony; if they 
ſpeak not according to this word, it is becauſe there is 
no light in them.“ 5 | 
That church-officers derive this power from Chriſt, 
not through the mediation of ſaints, magiſtrates, or dio- 
ceſan biſhops, but immediately from himſelf, is no leſs 
clearly marked in the ſacred page. Already it has been 
illuſtrate, that neither ſaints, magiſtrates, nor dioceſans, 
as ſuch, are veſted with any eccleſiaſtic power by Jeſus 
Chriſt f. They can therefore no more convey it to o- 
thers, than I can diſpone the dukedom of——to my 
ſon. In ordinary caſes, our adored Redeemer indeed 
uſeth the choice of his adult members, to point out the 
candidate fit to receive church-power : but the power, 
the office, he himſelf conveys, To the ſaints, the inſpi- 
red Paul thus addreſſes himſelf, Our authority, which 
the LoRD hath given us, for your edification ||. Not any 
deputed by him, but the Lord himſelf gives his officers 
the Leys of the kingdom of heaven; the power of church- 
order and goyernment. Thus he makes them feward-: 
in his houſe ; Herald in his kingdom. It is God that 
SETS them in the church, makes them overſeers and 
rulers over others in the Lord . The miniſterial 
power is ſo far from flowing from the church, that, in 
2 bu N part, 
Matth. xxiii. 8, 10. Jam. iv. to. 1 Cor. iv. 1, Col. i. 7. 
Rom. x. 14. 2 Cor. v. 19, 29. Ia. viii. 20. I Let. sth, 
6th; 7th. S5 Let. roth. 2 Cor. z. 2. ©Þ{ Matth. xvi. 19. 
and xviii. 18,20. and xxviii. 18,---20, John xx. 27 3. 
t Cor, xii, 28. Acts xX. 28. 1 Theſſ. v. 12. 


Pr eee ee — 


= 
—̃ DPS. 
Jn, 


— 


— — Ss AI 


oo 
_— 


— — noch 
— — 


— ᷑ĩwA— — — —— ͤ — — 
* = - 
2 


wn ads 


2 


2 — 


— 


— 


82 On the government of the Chriftian church, 


Part, it is prior to her exiſtence. The apoſtles were 
ordained to found New-Teſtament churches, when, and 
where there was none, Miniſters buſineſs is partly cal- 
culated ta gather churches out of the world; to call them 
to Jeſus, who are not members of his myſtical body *, 
The characters impoſed on church-offcers confirm this 
point. They are called ambaſſadors, preachers or he- 
ralds, ftewards, rulers over others in the Lord, &c. +, 
Finally, to theſe officers, not to ſaints, magiſtrates, or 
dioceſans, hath Jeſus immediately directed the rules of 
their management; that they judge only of theſe that are 
within the church; that they domineer not over the 
church; that they ordain, /ay hands on no man ſuddenly; 
do nothing by partiality; that they rebube fcandalous ſin- 
ners openly, rejeft obitinate heretics, &c. 1. To them 
he immediately directs the promiſes of his ſpecial pre- 
ſence, direction, ſupport in their work; and of his rati- 
fication of it: and his rewarding them for their faithful 
diſcharge of it. To them he immediately direQs the 
threatenings of pumſhment, for miſmanaging it J. 

But how 1s this church-power parted, and to be exe- 
cute? How are theſe heys of the kingdom of heaven diſtri- 
bute? That of order or knowledge, ene e tlie 
preaching of the goſpel, and adminiſtration of the facra- 
ments, is allotted only to miniſters. They only are the 
elders who labour in word and doftrine: and to each of 
them, this power equally pertains, and 1s to be exerciſed 
by him, in his congregation ||. The key of juriſdiction 
relative to the admiſſion of members, ordination of officers, 
cenſuring the unruly, caſting out the obſtinate, and ab- 
ſolving the penitent, pertaining equally to paſtors and 
_ ruling elders, is to be exerciſed in ſacred courts, confiſt- 
ing of two or more of theſe church-rulers, conſtitute in 

the name of the Lord Jefus 7. 
Were it poſſible the whole members of the militant 
church could unite in one congregation, the very light of 
| 5 nature 


* Mat. xvi. 29. and- xxviii. 19, 20. Mark xvi. 15 — 20. John 
XX. 21-23. I Rom. x. 14. 1 Cor. iv. 1. 1 Theſſ. v. 1% 
+ 1 Cor. v. 12. 1 Pet. v. 3. 1 Tim. v. 20, 21, 22. Tit. iii. 10- 
| Matth. xxviii. 20. and xvi. 19. and xviii. 15 20. Luke 
Xii 42. Rev. 11. 12, ac. 1 Tim. v. 17. I Mat. xvi 

18-20. 1 Cor. v. 4. Acts v. 


Ler. XIV. Of the warrant for congregational Mone. 83 | 
re | nature imports, they ſhould have but one judicature over | [' 
ig them. But fince, continuing one my/ttcal body of Chrift, 1 
I. their number and diſtance enforce their disjunction into 14 
m various worſhipping aſſemblies; it is requiſite they have io 
* | over them, judicatures, ſupreme and ſubordinate; THESE, 130 
iis | to manage their leſs important affairs; rar, to maintain 1 
\-. | their union, and order their more general and momentuous 1 
+, | concerns. In three different courts of judgment, it is | | 
or | ſuppoſed, church-officers may meet in their Maſter's name. 1 
of In a congregational s Esso, compoſed of one or more 18 
re miniſters, with ruling elders and deacons. In a claſſical j 9 
he | yxESBYTERY, compoſed of miniſters and elders from ſeveral bh 
5 | congregations, aſſociate together for mutual rule. And i 
in- in a svNoOD provincial, national, or general, compoſed of 1 
-m | miniſters and elders, from ſeveral pre ſbyterial aſſociations. 1 
re- The divine warrant of thoſe courts muſt be narrowly ex- 1 
ti- amined *, ll 
ful e | j 

{SE T-L LR: ALY, by 

1 Or run WanRAVT FOR CONGREGATIONAL Srsstoxs. [ {| 
ri | it's 
le THAT congregational ſeſſions have a divine war- | 
* rant, is thus inſtructed. The very light of na- i. 
the ture direQs us to determine {maller cauſes, by a ſmaller 1 
of court. When Jethro propoſed, inferior judges in Iſ- 1 
ſed rael ſhould determine the eaſier cauſes; Moſes, and God ||; 
100 by him, approved the motion, and execute the ſame TP. 
ers, Threatening puniſhment on our ſinful anger, and wrath- 4 
ub ful expreſſions, Jeſus plainly approves the Jewiſh inferior 
ad courts, for cauſes leſs important f. In the Chriſtian 1 
ſiſt. form of church- diſcipline preſcribed by him, the finiſhing 4 
e in phraſe, Let him be unto thee as an Heathen man and | 
publican, clearly alludes to the Jewiſh form of procedure 

and in ſcandals +. They had rulers, and conſequently courts || 


tof in every YUagogue, or worſhipping congregation ||. By | 
-ure virtue of miſſives from the high prieſt, to theſe Saul 


| had free acceſs to puniſh the Chriſtians, in every na- 4 
7 F Cage. 
1 (Match. xviii. 18. 1 Tim. iv. 14. Ads xv. + Exod. ii 
,uke XVIII. 27, 20. 4 Matth. v. 217. + Matth. xviii. 15118. 


vil Mark v. 35.—38. Luke viii. 45, and giii. 13. Acts zi. 13. 
and xviii. 8, 17. | | . 
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gogue*, To theſe xanars, or congregational courts, it 
pertained to eject from the ſynagogue; and order tran. 
greſſors to be held for Heathen men and publicans +. To 
theſe xanars therefore, and their procedure, Jeſus here 
- alludes. But why, unleſs he would intimate, that ſimi- 
lar courts ſhould be in every Chriſtian congregation ? In 


this form of diſcipline, our adored Saviour marks his ut. 
moſt averſion to have offences propalled. If one can re- 
move them by himſelf ; it is belt of all, If this ſecret 


attempt ſucceeds not ; not above one or two more are to 
be taken along; that if poſſible, the offence may not be 
blazed abroad. The church, therefore, to which the of, 
fence is to be told, after private admonition is fruitleſs, 
muſt be underſtood in the privateſt ſenſe of the word. 
The following context imports, that it is a cubach, which 
may conſiſt but of 1wo or three met together in Chriſt's 
name. It 1s notwithſtanding a church having power to 
bind and looſe from cenſure ; that is, a church poſſeſſed of 
the keys of the lingdom of heaven f. It cannot then be 
the whole congregation, who are not calculate to conceal 
offences ; who ordinarily conſiſt of hundreds, or thouſands, 
and to whom, Chriſt, as hath been evinced, has given no 
Judicial power 4. 5 e 
That particular congregations are called caucus, has 
been ſufficiently marked. We read not merely of the 
CHURCH, but alſo.of the cnvrCaes, or particular congrega- 
tions, at Corinth, and other places; of a cnhoxch in an up- 
per room; of a cxvxcn in the houſe of Aquila; of 
Nymphas; of Philemon ||. We read, that the apoſtles 
took care to ordarn elders in every CHURCH; that theſe 
were ſuch, as rule well, and others, who alſo /abour in 
word and dofrine, has been illuſtrate . Now, to what 
Purpoſe, ſhould theſe be ordained in EvERY CHURCH, ex- 
cept they were to meet in a court, for joint rule thereof 
I fine, the invincible law of moth requires ſuch a 
court. Offences muſt needs cotiie; order ſhould be main- 


tained, 

Acts ix. I, 2. + John ix. 22. Matth. xviii. 20, 

19. with chap. xvi. 19. + Letter 5th 1 Cor. xiv. 34. 

and xvi. 19. Col. iv. 15, Phil. 3. I Accs zv. 23. 1 Tim. 
v. 17. Letter 30th, th. 


Ler. XV. Of the warrant far claſſical preſbyterivs, $5 


tained *, But how fatiguing ; how impoſſible for Chrif- 
tians, in every matter of judicature, to attend preſby- 
teries or ſynods; perhaps far diſtant ? A ſingle congrega- 
tion of Chriſtians too may be ſo ſituate, amid Heathens 
or heretics, as to have no acceſs to either of theſe courts. 
Without a congregational judicature, how then could 
they be governed? Or, ſuppoſe the whole church redu- 
ced to one congregation 3 how could it be governed with- 
out a congregational court? Should 1 obſerve, that ne- 
ceſſity obliges its inveterate enemies, to ſubſtitute in its 
place a ſhadow thereof; the conventions of their church- 


wardens  _ | 


LETTER XV. 


Or Tur WARRANT For CLASSICAL PRESBYTERIES. 


TO leſs ſtrongly, Sir, pleads the light of nature for 
the claſſical preſbytery. 'The trial, the ordination, 
and depoſition of paſtors; the diſpenſing of more ſolemn 
cenſure ; the judicial deciſion of controverſies, which 
deeply concern the welfare of different congregations, it 
ſhews too hard, except in caſe of, extreme neceility, to be 
managed by the rulers of onz. Experience teacheth us, 
that congregational cb are generally too weak to 
examine paſtors for ordinatibn; too weak, to refute or 
judge a ſubtle heretic; too weak, to determine ſome intri- 
cate caſes. Controverſies may happen, which a ſeſſion 
cannot compoſe. A particular member may judge their 
determination ſo wrong, that he cannot ſubmit. The 
ſeſſion may be equally divided againſt itſelf, The ſeſſion 
and congregation may fall by the ears. Offenders in one 
particular act, may be partly in one, partly in another 
congregation, An important diſpute between two or 
more congregations may happen. How ſhall theſe points 
be comfortably ſettled, except paſtors and ruling elders 
from different congregations concur in judging thereof ? 
The unity of all particular Chriſtian congregatians, 
as one myſtical body of Chriſt, natively infers, that unity 
* Nady and 


Matth. xvili. 7,---20. x Cor, xiv. 40. 
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and fellowſhip among them ſhould be carried to the high- 


eſt *, By the expreſs mention of a preſbytery employed 
in the ordination of Timothy +; by exhibiting various 
patterns of one preſbytery governing a multiplicity of 
congregations, the ſcripture plainly determines the divine 
right of this claſſical court. Waving others, let the in- 
ſtances of Jeruſalem, Antioch, Epheſus, and Corinth, be 
confidered, | 

A number of Chriſtian congregations, , or worſhipping 
aſſemblies at Jeruſalem, there certainly was. To the 
Hundred and twenty preſent at the election of Matthias, 
Peter's pentecoſtal ſermon to the dwellers at Jeruſalem, 


added three thouſand more; juſt after, believers were 


daily added to the church, At another ſermon by Peter 
many believed, and the number was about five thouſand, 
Soon after, multitudes were added to the Lord, Quickly 
after, the diſciples multiplied greatly; and a great num- 
ber of the priefls were obedient to the Chriſtian faith f. 
By this time, Sir, you cannot ſuppoſe the Chriſtians fewer 
than twenty or forty thouſand. A perſecution inſtigate 
by Saul, made havock of theſe, and ſcattered many a- 
broad; yet about twenty years after, there were Many 
thouſands, Greek, TEN THovsaxps, who did Believe, 
and were vcalous of the lau J. It is impoſſible, theſe 
MANY TEN THOUSANDS could be fewer than 40,000 3 


perhaps more than the double. Now whatever may be 


faid of their preaching in Solomon's porch, or couits of 
the temple ; they had no place but private houſes to re- 
ceive the facred upper |] What private houſe was 
ſufficient to contain theſe forty or eighty thouſand, while 
they met to eat it, on every firit day of the week! 
None certainly. They behoved then to divide into a 

eat many particular aſſemblies. That they did fo, is 


further evident from the number of their teachers, Be- 


fides a number of prophets and preſbyters, the twelve 
apoſtles, for ſundry years, continued moſtly at Jeruſa- 


lem; preacking and diſpenſing the ſacraments . Can 


| one, 

* Rom. xii. 6. Eph, iv. 4.---6, 1 Cor, xii. 12.27. Þ Tim. 
iv. 14. Acts i. 15. and ii. 41, 47. and iv. 4. and v. 14. and 
. Acts viii. 1. 3. and xx!. 20. Acts it. 46. 


and xii. 12. and xx. 9. and xx. 8. and xxviii. 30, 31. R m. xv! 5, 
1 Acts i. 26, and i, 14, 42. and iv. 31, —37. and vi. 2. and 
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one, in his wits, imagine, theſe laborious teachers, who 


had the world for their province, idled away their time, 
ſo long, with a ſingle congregation? Ihe Chriſtians too, 
at Jeruſalem, were very diſtinguiſhed in language ; Ro- 
man, Cretian, Cappadocian, Arabian, Perfian, Median, 
Oc.“ Infers not this, their being ordinarily taught in 
different aſſemblies ? FE | 

At Antioch, a cREAT NUMBER Believed. White Barna- 
bas afterward preached there, mucu people was added to 
the Lord. So mightily the believers multiplied, that they 
were there irt called Chriſtians +. Here too was a great 
number of teachers: firſt divers of Cyprus and Cyrene : 
then came Barnabas: finding ſtill too much work, he 
brought Paul thither alſo. There came after, prophets from 
Jeruſalem. Paul and Barnabas continued there teaching, 
with many others alſo f. Where were ſo many believers 
to aſſemble to ordinances, without any pretence to a Solo- 


mon porch for preaching in; where were ſo many labo- 


rious teachers; who can doubt of a variety of worſhip. 
ping aſſemblies ? e 
At Epheſus, the word of God grew mightily, and pre- 
dailed; multitudes heard it, and the name of Jeſus was 
magnified. Jo preach the Chriſtian faith, a great door 
and effeftual was opened. Many confeſſed their ſinful deeds. 
Many others burnt their magical books, to the value of 


fifty thouſand pieces of filver 9. Here, encouraged with 


his great ſucceſs, Paul continued above two years. Here 
he conferred the pift of tongues upon twelve diſciples 
that propheſied. When he paſſed this way ſome time af. 


ter, here was a conſiderable number of preſbyters or bi- 
ſhops ; which he convened at Miletus. He prayed with 
them ALL: and they ALL wept fore ||. How could theſe 


numerous Chriſtians be diſpoſed of; theſe teachers employ- 


ed; and theſe tongues uſed z without a variety of con- 


gregations ? SOR gs | 
At Corinth, Paul preached a year and an half: many 


believed, and were baptized. Belides theſe, perhaps the 


Lord had mucy people in that city f. Here was a variety 


. of 
Acts ii, 5, 12. + AQs xi. 21, 24425 4 Acts x. 20, 23, 
26, and xiii. 1. —3, and xv. 35, Acts xix. 8, Ic, 17,---20. 
1 Cor. xvi. 8, 9 Acts xix. 15-10, and XX. 17, 28, 36, 37. 
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of teachers, two or three, to ſpeak, and others to judge. 
Here was a variety of tongues, and of cuuxchks to uſe 
them; and in which their women was enjoined to keep 
filence “ . Who now can doubt of a variety of worſhip- 
ping congrepations ? | 

That a variety of Chriſtian congregations was at Jeru- 
ſalem, at Antioch, at Epheſus, and Corinth, has been de- 
monſtrate. Yet, theſe at Jeruſalem are divinely marked, 
to have been one cnurcH: fo theſe at Antioch ; fo theſe 
at Epheſus; and in fine theſe Corinth f. How were 
theſe diſtinct churches or worſhipping aſſemblies or 
CHURCH? Not merely in union to Chriſt, and mutual af- 
fection one to another; for ſo, all ſaints are oxz, whether 
in heaven or in earth. Not in reſpect of joint fellowſhip 
in one place, at the ſupper of the Lord, as has been juſt 
now evinced. And therefore one cuvxcs, in virtue of 
conjunct government under oxE preſbytery. The eccleſi- 
aſtic officers of theſe cities are marked to have been the 
common governors of the one cHxuRcn, conſtituted of theſe 
different congregations, So at Jeruſalem, at Antioch 5, 
at Epheſus||, at Corinth . For acts of eccleſiaſtic go- 
vernment, to take care of the churches temporal, but /a- 
cred ſtore, and diſtribution thereof; to ordain and ſend 
forth other officers; to excommunicate obſtinate offend- 
ers; to reſtore penitents; the rulers of theſe aſſociate 
churches aſſembled together“ . To ſhew their meetings 
deſigned for a pattern to after ages, the infallibly inſpired 
apoſtles, ſometimes called elders, preſbyters, here ſat on a 
level with other rulers; reaſoned, voted, and meddled 
with nothing, beyond the reach and power of ordinary 
PRESBYTERS T. | | _ 


LET. 


71 Cor. xiv. 20, 26, 29, 34. + Ads i. and xiii. 1. Rev, 
li. 1. 1 Cor. i. 2. Tt Acts xi. 27, 30. and xv. 2. S Acts 
xiii. 1,----3. and Xv. 375. Ads xx. 17, 28. Ji Car. i. 
1. and iv. 15. and xiv. 9. Acts iv. 35, 37. and xi. 30. 
and vi. 1,---6, and xiii. 1-3. 1 Cor. V. 45 13. 2 Cor. li. 6-9. 
Tt 1 Pet. v. 1. 3 John 1. Acts vi. 2, 6. and xv. 
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LEK TT ER XVI. 


Or ru waRRAN T FOR SrN GDS. 


MIGHT not, Amelius, the divine right of a ſynod, be 


argued from the ecclefaſtic Sanhedrin, or national 
council, f the Jewiſh church? That this was different 
from the high civil court of the kingdom, their different 


preſidents aud work, in the reign of Jehoſhaphat, without 


more ado, may evince. This had the ſupreme power of 
declaring obitinate ttanſgreſſors to be held as Heathen men 


and publicans. To this therefore Jclus, in his form of 


Chriſtian diſcipline, may be ſuppoſed, partly, to allude * 
Might not the divine warrant of this court be pled, From 
the general hints of inſpiration; that“ two are better than 
one; that “in the multitude of counſellers there is ſafe- 
ty ;” that the * ſpirits of the prophets are ſubject to the 
prophets+?” The law of neceſſity too, unanſwerably 
pleads it. Not only the people of various worſhipping 
alemblies, but of different claſſical aſſociations; nay, 2 
whole preſbytery, is in hazard of being actually infected 
with hereſy, idolatry, corruption; or may have a contro- 
verſy with, and have given actual offence, to their breth- 
ren around: ſhall there be no remedy; no ſuperior court, 
no church, to tell the matter to, for redreſs? In the ſacred 


record, how oft are the whole profeſſors of the Chriſtian 


faith, repreſented as oxe cxvrcn, built upon Chriſt 3 and 
herſelf the p://ar and ground of truth ; oxr Bopy of Chrift 
to which all churchrofficers are divinely ſect; to whole uſe 


they are given by Chr iſt; and to which we muſt give none 


fence t? Infers not this ONENESS, this relation of all ofhi- 


cers to the catholic church; that, if poſſible, the own 


CHURCH, ONE BODY, ought to be governed by one court; 
that if increaſe of members inforce a diviſion, into various 
congregations, theſe thould be ſubject to one preſoytery : 

and if further increaſe inforce a dittinction, into various 


H 5 e . 
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preſbyterial aſſociations, theſe, if poſſible, ſhould unite in 
ſubjection to one ſynod? | 

Nothing more plainly illuſtrates the divine warrant of 
eccleſiaſtical ſy nods, than the apoſtolic pattern thereof; a 
pattern which documents there are ſcandals not poſjitly 
removed by any particular congregation on earth, This 
meeting at Jeruſalem, about eighteen years after the death 
of our Lord, was occaſioned by the PRO ER causE of a 
ſynod. Pretending a commiſſion from the apoſtles, ſome 
heretical teachers came down from Jcruſalem, to Antioch 
in Syria, and the places adjacent. By teaching that cir- 
cumciſion, and the obſervance of other branches of the 
ceremonial law, continued neceſſary to ſalvation : they 
fubverted ſome, and troubled other members of the churches 
there. After much unſucceſsful diſputing, Paul, Barna- 
bas, and others were delegate to Jeruſalem, to the apoſtles, 

and elders, concerning this matter * | 
Proper MEMBERs of @ /ynod here convened, to conſider 
this queſtion. The apoſtles and elders at Jeruſalem : 
Paul, Barnabas, and others from Antioch : no doubt o- 
ther commiſhoners from Syria and Cilicia, where they 
were troubled with the falſe teachers; and to whom the 
decrees were ſent +. In vain, I hear, that not merely 
church- officers, but the whole body of Chriſtian profeſſors 
were judges on that occaſion : the brethren, the whole 
church, the whole multitude. For it has been demonitra- 
ted no part of church-authority is lodged in her private 
members f. Women, real members, a real part of the 
whole church, and Chriſtian multitude, are divinely for-. 
bid to ſpeak in the church h. Should it therefore be 
granted, the whole body of Chriſtians were gathered to 
judge of this matter; the judgment of private membe1s 
could amount to no more than the ſaints judging the world, 
or judging of angels doth ||; that is, an approbation of 
diſcretive judgment ; without which, from the Chriſtian 
multitude, I know not, if any judicature on earth can 
to edification determine an intricate point of general 
concern. Should any flill inſiſt, the whole ml 
| | 1 tude 
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tude of believers were actually convened to judge of 


this affair, equally with the apoſtles and elders: I beg he 
will inform me, where they obtained a PLACE, proper for 
ſo many ten thouſands of judges, to reaſon and vote with 
diſtinctneſs. Did the inveterate Jews compliment them 


with Solomon's porch ? or could it have been proper for 


the purpoſe? But that the brethren, who joined in judg- 
ment with the apoſtles and elders, were not private per- 
ſons ; but rather commss10neRs from the troubled churches 
around, is evidently marked, in that Judas and Silas, two 
of them, were PREACHERS “. | „ 

Here, as in a ſynod, every member, inſpired or not 
acted by gxpixnary and EQUAL POWER, in the whole buſi, 


nels laid before them : Payl an apoſtle, Barnabas a pro- 


phet, were as inferiors, delegated by the Antiochian 


church +; the elders who convened had the ſame power 


as the apoſtles. To the elders, teaching or ruling, as well 
as apo/tles, was the matter referred. Elders, as well as a- 
poſtles, convened to conſider it. In the deciſion, elders, as 
well as apoſtles, ſay, It ſeemed good to the Holy Ghoſt, 


and to us.“ Elders, as well as apoſtles, impoſed the ne- 


celſany things upon the churches, Elders, as well as a- 
poltles, authoritatively determined the decrees. By el- 
ders, as well as apaſtles, were the falſe teachers judicially 
marked with the infamous brand of TrQuaLErs and su- 
VEATERS of fouls, In the name of the elders, as well as 


apoſtles, the letters of the meeting, containing their deci- 
jon, were wrote ta the churches, By elders, as well as 


apoſtles, were the meſſengers choſen, to deliver the de- 


crees to thoſe concerned. In ſhort, this ſynod knew no- 


thing of elders being improper judges in matters of faith 
and cafes of conſcience f. But why here did the inlpired 


members put themſelves on a level with others, if not ta 
| exhibit, to after-ages, an authoritative yaTTERYN ? | 
Aſſembled together, the apoſtles and elders proceeded 


in the ODĩBNANT METHOD of ſynods. They examined 
the point, by much reaſoning and diſpute. In conſe- 


quence of mature deliberation, they determined the que- 


H2. 
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ſion, and ſent pEcrETORY miſſives, with proper meſſen. 
gers, to the churches concerned. In their diſputation, 
they argued from the oracles of God; on theſe they found- 


ed their deciſion ; and hence therein lay, * It ſeemed good 


to the Holy Gholt, and to us “.“ If it was not to conſtitute 
a pattern to after ages, how fooliſh ; how abſurd, for men 
inſpired 7% reaſon and diſpute on the affair ! The ſentence 
vi one inſpired was ſufficient for deciſion. 
In this convention, the apoſtles and elders exer ted pre- 
ciſely the. wioLE rower of a Chriſtian ſynod. In op- 
poſition to the hereſy taught, they, by a doQrinal deci- 
ſion, plainly declared, That obedience to the Moſaic 
law of ceremonies, was no more neceſſary. A firſt and 
ſecond admonition not being rejcaed, they excommuni. 
cated not the heretics; but, to nove the church to avoid 
them, they ſtigmatized them, Troublers of the church, and 
ul verlera of fouls. A decree, for promoting decency and 
good order, 115 V enacted importing, that to avoid of- 
fence, the believin ig Gentiles thould %iuen from formea- 
lin, things Tae and blood f. | 
In vain I hear it pretended, this meeting was merely 
conſultative ; their deciſion a mere advice, 'For what in 
it is rendered Lay vod, Ordinarily Imports an auth 
tative inipgſition. The deciſion rs expreſsly called a 
neceſſary burden 4. It is called DECREES ORDAINED. 
The word rendered Drenkrs, every where, in the New 
Teſtament, imports authoritative flatutes. The word 
rendered oxDained, when applied to aſſemblies, im- 
ports authoritative deciſion. Joined together, how ner- 
vouſſy muſt they import the 0H of the deciſion 
before us! the effect of the deciſion anſwered to autho- 
- rity, approven by Chriſty. Cheerfully the churches 
ſubmitted to theſe pzcrEEs 3 and were by them confirm- 
ed in the faith, comforted in heart, and increaſed in 
rumber daily |. Could my friend with a more exact 
pattern of a ſynodical meeting? Or can he refuſe, oo 
„ EOS _ what 


® AQs xv. 7-30. f Acts XV. 24 - 20. Acts xv 
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what was wruten qforetime, was written for our learn- 
ng 2 | | 3 . 


LETTER XVI. 
Or Tur CaLLine, Oc. or Cuuxcn-Covars. 


LREADY, the divine warrant for eccleſiaſtic courts, 
SESSIONS, PRRSBYTERIES, and $yNODS, has been de- 
monſtrated. By what means ſhall theſe judicatures be 


convened ? what power belongs to each? are they ſu- 
bordinate, the former to the latter? are points now to be 


examined, | 
That civil magiſtrates have a power to call eccleſiaſtic 
ſynods, has, from the unerring oracles of Heaven, been 


inſtructed. In the church too, Jeſus has lodged full 


power to convene ſuch meetings. 'This 1s interwoven 
with her very conſtitution z nor man, nor angel, can de- 
prive her of it; and at her peril ſhe atterapts to ſurrende, 
it. To have power of government, without authority to 
convene a judicature to cxercule it, is quite inconſiſtent. 
Under the Old Teſtament, magiſtrates, being often the 
church's friends, called ſundry, if not molt of her 
councils . During the period of New Teſtament hiſ- 
tory, and for ages afterward, magiſtrates were open e- 


nemies to the church; ſhe therefore called her own 


councils +.. As the members of ſynods are ſubjects of 
the magiſtrate, as well as of Chriſt; as their meeting is 
connected, in ſome degree, with the intereſts of the ſtate, 
as well as of the church; it is moſt deſirable, when 
church and ſtate harmonize, in the convention of every 
ſuch council, | 


When convened, theſe eccleſiaſtic judicatories have no 


power to interfere in any thing civil, as ſuch, Chriſt's 
tingdom, whoſe officers they are, rs not of this world, 
His pattern directs them to avoid dividing and judging, 
in any thing civil t. Civil injuries however, not as c:- 
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willy hurtful ; but as finful, offenſive, and ſcandalous, 
come under their conſideration . No church-court has 
power to enact new laws, properly ſo called; one bein 

their Maſter and laugiver, even Chrift, To each of chess 
courts pertains a power to call before them, whatever 
church- member under their inſpection, the buſineſs to be 
conſidered concerns. To each pertains a power to hear 
and judge every cauſe regularly preiented to them; and 
to admit, cenſure, and ablolve, as is moſt conducive to e- 
dification. To congregations] feſfrons, it pertains to 1n- 
quire into the ſpiritual itate of thoſe under them; to ad- 
mit to, or ſuſpend from the ſacred ſeals ; to admoniſh, re- 
| buke, and abſolve, as is edifywg f. To preſoyteries, it 
belongs to ordain puſtors, and perbaps other church-oth- 
cers; to excommunicate notorious offenders; and to ma- 
nage and determine ſuch affairs, as are too hard for the 
ſeſſion T. 'To fynods, it belongs miniſterially to deter- 
mine controverſies of faith, and caſes of conſcience; to 
i», down rules for ordering the circumſtances of the puh- 
lic worſhip of God, and the government of his church; 
according to the maxims preſcribed in his word; and to 
receive complaints i in caſe of male-adminiſtration. The 
lawful ſentences of theſe courts, are to be received with 
reverence and ſubmiſſion z not only for their agreement 
with the inſpired word, but alſo for the power whereby 
they are made, as being an ordinance of God {. 


But does the heavenly warrant bear, that / Ins 


ought to be ſubordinate to pr efbyteries ; ; and theſe 
to (nods 2 It certainly doth. The very light of na- 
ture teacheth me, that if there is an higher court, I may 
appeal to it, if wronged by an inferior. A ſubordination 


of judicatories, in the Hebrew church, is from ſcripture 


abundantly evident ||. Is our danger and neceſſity leſs 
than theirs? Or did Jeſus leave them more complete re- 
medies for their diſorders? It were abſurd to think the 


one, 

Matth. xviii. 15, 20. Nb. xii, 179, 1 Theſſ. v. 
12, 13. Ezck.xxx'v. 4, Matth. «Vil. 6. 2 Th ff. i. 6, 14 15. 
x Cor. A. 27. jude 23. 1 Jim, iv, 14. 1 Cor, V. 45, 
Matth. xviil. 15,---20- Acts x". 15, gt. and x. 1. 


Matth. xviii. 17,20. Exo d. viii. 22 26. Deut. wü 
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one, or the other. The gradual aſcent of managing of- 
fences, preſcribed by himſelf, plainly confirms this ſub- 
ordination. His care for the whole church, cannot be 
leſs, than that for a ſingle member. If. then an inferior 
judicatory offend us, ought we not to carry the matter to 
theſe who have more influence and authority? If the 
offending judicatory neglect to hear this; ought not the 
offence to be told to the church in the higheſt ſenſe of the 
word? Who knows uot, that the Jewiſh church, whoſe 
forms are alluded to, and part of their rules quoted | in 
this ſacred form of proceſs, was repreſented, not only 
in their ſynagogic courts, but chietly in their eccleſiaſtic 
ſanhedrin *? This ſubordination too, 18 farther evin- 
ced from the churches, the preſbyterial aſſociations, of 
Antioch, Syria, and Cilicia, Cc. their referring an affair 
to the famous ſynod at Jerulalem, juſt now me: tioned, 
and their readily ſubmitting to its determination +, 


To deny this ſuhordinationof church-courts, is pregnant 


with the greatett abſurdity. It would import, that what- 
ever provillon Jefus, her head, has made to check or re- 
dreſs loſſer and perſonal evils; he has made none to re- 
dreſs the groſſer; herelies, ſchiſins, and ſcandals, where- 
in many are guilty, It would import, that a ſmall con- 
gregation, perhaps of ten or twelve, convened by them- 
ſelves, have more power, than when aflembled with a 
variety of ſuch congregations, and their rulers; there 
being ſuppoſed in the former caſe a power of juriſdiction; 
in the latter, no more but ſimple deliberation and advice. 


It would import an almoſt utter impoſfibility, for the 


whole Chriſtians in a kingdom to agree in any uniform 
plan of doctrine, worſhip, diſcipline, or government; 


each congregation being left to act entirely by itſelf. It 


would import, that every miniſter is paſtor merely to his 
own congregation z and hence cannot, go, as ſuch, to an- 
other; or to propagate the goſpel among Heathens and he- 
retics. It would import the molt abſurd tyranny over 
the paſtor 3 in that his whole dp&rine and conduct ſhall 
be merely ſubject to the cognifance of his own elders, or 
people. And, in fine, that the inſpired Paul quite miſ- 


took 


* Matth. xviii. 18. Deut. xix. 15 4 1 400 xv. 
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took himſelf, when he wrote, that the ſpirits of the pro- 
phets are ſubject to the prophets, 


LETTER XVIII. 


Or Scanpals and DisctiPLINz. 


12 prevent and redreſs the ſcandals of church-mem- 


1 bers, is one great end of her judicatures. No fin, 
however heinous, while it remains an abſolute ſecret, can 
de a ſcandal. It tempts none to tmitation. It can grieve 


the heart of none but the guilty. Every open and plain 


violation of the divine law, by omiſſion or commiſſion, is 
ſcandalous ; voluntary groſs ignorance of divine truth; 
apoſtacy from it; denial of the being of God: contempt 
of his word; neglect of his inſtituted worſhip ; 1dolatry 
ſuperſtition ; blaſphemy ; profanation of God's names, 
titles, attributes, ordinances, words, or works; breach 
of the Sabbath by idleneſs, carnal employments, or re- 
creations; want of natural affection; cruelty ; malice z mur- 
der; drunkenneſs; unchaſtity ; covetouſneſs; fraud; lying; 
reviling, and the like *. To impoſe indifferent things, as 
neceſſary, in religion; to do things indifferent, as the ea!- 
ang of fle/b, if it tend to the tempting of others to fin; or 
if it grieve the godly; and produce contention and diſor- 
der; is ſcandalous, ſinful, and murderous 7. Prayer, 
faſting, and other things good in themſelves, may be ren- 
dered offenſive in their circumitances, cauſe, manner, in- 
ſtrument, place, or time ; as prayer by a man drunk, 
or in the ſtreets, Oc. When the doing, and the not do- 
ing, of any thing not commanded of God, tends to offend 
on either fide; the character and number of the perſons 
offended may be of ſome uſe ta determine our conduct; 
but generally it is ſafeſt to forbear poing. By this 
means we are paſlive, in what offence is taken; in the o- 

ther we ſhould be active. 
The method of procedure, with ſcandalous offenders, 
is clear. If the offence be known to but one, or a few; ſe - 
| PITT ues; | | | cretly 
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cretly is he, or they, with Chriſtian meekneſs, plainneſs, 


and love, to tell the offender hir fault, If hearkening, 
he profeſs his ſorrow, and reſolution to amend; care- 
fully muſt the whole affair be concealed, the once offend- 
ed, with pleaſure reflecting, their offending brother is 
gained. If, after one or more ſuch ſecret reproofs, he 
continues impenitent, and defending his fault; one or 
two more Chriſtian brethren, grave, ſagacious, and meek, 
are to be taken along; and the offender dealt with, by, 
and in their preſence. If now, he appear to repent, the 
ſeveral perſons concerned in his reproof, are with care 
and pleaſure to cover his crime; leſt, by divulging it, 
they render themſelves wicked reproachers. If the of- 
fender contemn one or more ſuch private reproofs; or if 
his ſcandal be of ſuch a nature, as will neceſſarily become 
public; the affair is to be dilated to the church judica- 
tory, to which he is moſt immediately ſubject. To bring 


him to a due ſenſe of his fault, he is to be there dealt 


with, in a manner prudent, affectionate, plain, convin- 


eing. If after manifold ſuch dealing of the judicatures, 


he remain obſtinate, he 1s to be delivered up unto Satan, 
for the de/trudtion of his fle/h, .or ſinful corruption, that 
his fprrut may be ſaved in the day of the Lord; he is to 
be caſt out from the church, and held as an Heathen man 


and publican 5 under which ſentence - ratified in heaven, 


ik he die impenitent, it appears impoſſible he can eſcape 
the daranation of hell *. Such ecclefiaſtic cenſures are 
neceſſary to reclaim offending brethren ; neceſſary to de- 
ter others from the like offences; neceſſary to purge out 
the leaven of infectious ſcandals, which might otherwiſe 
leaven the whole lump, the whole church; neceflary to 
vindicate the honour of Chriſt, and holy profeſſion of the 
goſpel; and to prevent the wrath of God, which might 
juitly fall upon churches, ſhould they ſuffer his cove- 


nant, and ſeals thereof, to be profaned, by notorious of- 


fenders +. 


h-the caſe afithe loceflnous Corlnitiins, we dave a BY, 


tin& procedure unto excommunication 1. Nothing ap- 
pears extraordinary in the whole affair. It is not extra- 


ot = ordinary, 
* Matth. xviii. 15,--18. 1 Cor. v. 1 Tim. v. 20, 
Matth. vii. 6. 1 Tim. i, 20. x Cor, xi. 27e. Jude 23+, 
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ſcandalous crime; nor, that his obſtinacy ſhould render 
it neceſſary for the honour of God, and the purity of the 
church, to caſt him out from her fellowſhip, till he mark 
his repentance, - _ SOT at Ger eh 

To the rulers of the Corinthian church, met in the 


name of their head, is the whole affair apoſtolically com- 


mitted. By not the /; but the many, or chief ones“, 
as the word may be rendered ; it, in other places of the 


facred volume, being tranilated better, more, greater ; 


was this ſentence, this puniſhment, inflicted. To inflid 

ſuch cenſure, however, there muſt be a pretty general 
eonſent of private Chriſtians; otherwiſe it will ve to little 
purpoſe. They will not withdraw from the company of 
the excommunicated. The delivery of a ſcandalous pers 


ſon, obſtinate in his wickedneſs, ta Satan, is no extraor-' 


dinary thing; is no giving him up to be tormented of the 
devil, as ſeveral have fancied. It imports no more, but 
an ejection from the church, the viſible kingdom of Chriſt, 
into the world, the viſible kingdom and family of Satan, 
The gathering of men to the church is called a. turnin 
them from Satan to God. The ejection of them m 
therefore be a re-delivery of them to Satan. Here is no 
hint of bodily torment; but of the Corinthians caſting out 
from their church-fellowſhip, that wicled perſan; and of 
much grief in him, as the fruit of it. "The caſe of the 
daraned for ever, marks, that Satan's torment of the body 
tends not to the ſaving of the foul. Beſides, a man's body 
is not deſtroyed, but ſaved in the day of the Lord, as 
well as his penitent foul. In fine, if the affair had been 
miraculous, how could the inſpired Paul reprove the Cor 
rinthians, for not doing it ſooner ? or how could he call 
them to do it forthwith ? Working of miracles was none 
of their bufin es. 1 
To render a man excommunicable by us, neceſſarily 


ſuppoſes his connection with us in church-fellowſhip. To 


caſt out theſe never in immediate Chriſtian communion 
with us; or, to pretend to deliver corruptions to Satan, 
as if they had been church-members, and Satan a purger 
| * 2 Cor. ii,6 f Matth, vi. 25. Mark ii. 38, 43. Matth. 
XII. 41, 42. 8 15 


ordinary, an unwary profeſſor ſhould fall into the moſi 
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from fin; is too ridiculous to deferve a confutation. To 
render one excommunicavle, he muſt be obſtinately ſcan- 
dalous. No where doth Jetus allow us to reject the moſt 
notorious herete, till he is contemned a firft and a ſe- 
cond admonition * To excommunicate the apparently 
penitent, how grols ſoever their crime, is to miſrepreſent 
the goſpel ; overthrow the deſign of the ſentence and re- 
je& theſe, we have reafon to believe the Lord Chriſt 
has received. A prudential ſuſpenſion from the ſacred 
ſeals, which ſome call the leſſer excommunication, even 
of a penitent offender, for a time, may indeed be neceſ- 
fary to promote edification. But no warrant from God, 
under pretence of deterring others, or vindicating the 
church, to caſt out ſuch an one unto Satan, appears mark. 
ed in the ſacred volume. Divine ordinances are too im- 
portant, to be made bugbears. Nor can it be a diſho- 


| nour for a church, to embrace a penitent, who, in the 


judgment of charity, is purged by Chriſt. 

To render one a proper object of excommunication, 
his offence muſt be a ſin, condemned by the light of 
nature, or the plain declaration of the Holy Ghoſt: ſuch 


2 fin, as the divine Spirit witnefleth, men cannot be faved 
in a courſe of; for the works of the fleſh are manire/l.. 


Never doth the fcripture inſtance its infliction, but where 
the original ſcandal was glaringly wicked; inceſt, blaſ- 
phemy +, Ce. In matters of doubtful diſputation, 
Chriſtians are required to bear one with another. In 
theſe, a ſenſible and conſcientious perſon may be incapa- 
ble to diſcern his miſtake: and fo can never be truly ob- 
ſtinate therein. To apply this tremenduous cenſure, 
where the libelled offences are not, cannot be madeevident 
to be ſinful, to every indifferent beholder, is to fruſtrate 
the end of the ſentence, and bring it to contempt. Peo- 
ple cannot conſcientiouſly withdraw from the perſon where 


they cannot ſee his offence to be a real and plain breach 


of the divine law. It tends to blaſt the fucceſs of eccle- 
ſiaſtic diſcipline; tempting theſe who deſerve, to ridicule 
it. In the Saviour's name, it proflitutes his ordinance 
into a curſed engine of partiality, cruelty, pride, hatred, 


and ſpiritual murder of brethren; perhaps dear to Chriſt. 
e 5 | | Not 
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be betrayed for no carnal advantage. 
ſpired apoſtle's giving no advice to the Galatian and Co- 
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Not only muſt the offence be notoriouſly finful; but the 
fact mult be proven, by the judicial confeſſion of the par- 
ty, or the teſtimony of, two or three witneſſes, proper 
for the purpoſe . Repeateda dmonition, attended with 
patient expectation of ſucceſs, muſt be duly premiſed +, 
To neglect, and eſpecially to refuſe converſe with the 
ſuppoſed offender, upon the ſubje& of his alledged of- 
fence,” argues a murderous unconcern, and a malicious 
fear, leſt the ſentence ſhould be prevented by repentance, 
With evident Kindneſs and compaſhon to the offender, 
mult the admonitions be given, and the caſe of obſtinacy 
zudged in. Without this, his ſpirit is provoked, and 
the whole amounts to a murdering his ſoul and character, 
in the name of Jeſus Chriſt. | 
This ſentence is to be adminiſtered, with ſolemn and 


_ earneſt prayer: without this, it is but a raſh, a profane 


curſe f. With tender compaſſion to the offender, and 
deep ſorrow and lamentation over his crime? under a ſo- 
lemn impreſſion of the future judgment, which  repre- 
ſents, and to which the adminiſtrators muſt quickly ac- 


count; it muſt be diſpenſed. With affectionate concern, 
and earneſt prayer for his recovery; and dealing with his 
_ conſcience as occaſion offers; but declining all common 
_ converſe with him, as far as natural relation permits; 
muſt it be followed 9. 


Without theſe, be his crimes as 
they will, our infliction of the cenſure, can but amount, 
to an hateful deſtruction of our brother, in the Saviour's 
name. pe OD - 1 | | 

Should this dreadful cenſure, be juſtly ancurred; no 
carnal motive, no conſideration of trouble, to the object, 
or diſpenſers, ſhould {top it. Let the ordinance of God 
But from the in- 


rinthian churches, to excommunicate the heretics and 
falſe apoſtles, while in great vogue, and followed by 
many; whom, notwithſtanding, he withed cur orr, and 
was in readineſs to REVENGE, when the obedience of 
theſe churches ſhould be fulfilled? it appears manifeſt, 
+ 1 Cor. v. 4. 


* Matth. xviii. 16. + Tit. iii. 19. 
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that, while deſervants of this cenſure, have a ſtron 
party in the church, it is not for edification to in- 
GARE. | | 


LETTER NIX. 
Or Cnvrcu FELLowsSHIP AND SEPARATION. 


f maintain the peace, and purity of the church, is 
1 to be earneſtly intended, by every member thereof. 
To purchaſe peace, unity, and mutual affection among his 
people, the divine Saviour laid down his life +; he pleads 
it in his unceaſing interceſſion f; he promiſes it in his 
word ; the purchaſed peace, he bequeathed to his church. 
Nothing is more warmly recommended in his oracles, 
than to exert ourſelves, praying for, and every other way 
promoting the peace of l J. Nothing is repre- 
lented as more plainly hurtful to men, or diſhonouring to 
God, than contention and diviſion in the church“. It 
ſprings from ignorance, ſelfiſhneſs, pride, paſſion, jeal- 
ouſy, neglect of important duties, ſtiff peremptorineſs and 
the like ++. It marks the anger of the Lord tf. It eats ' 
out the life of religion; produces reviling, confuſion, and 
every evil work, It murders, it tears x Pg the myſti- 
cal body of an adored Redeemer, and hinders others to 
join her; how ſhocking the crime! | 
'Fhat there may be umon and communion, with mini- 
ſters and Chriſtians, who, in many things not fundamen- 
tal, differ from us; and who are chargeable with many 
imperfections, infirmities, and faults, perſonal ; with a 
church where ſundry ſcandals are not confeſſed z and 
| where not a few corruptions in doctrine, worſhip, diſci- 
pline, and government, are entertained, but not impoſed 
for approbation, the man acquaint with the oracles of 
God, muſt readily grant, Many-and grievous, were the 
EET I corruptions 
„Gal. v. 12. 2 Cor. X. 6. 3 John to. + Eph. ii. 15, 16. 
Col. i. 20. 1 John xiv. 7. ß John xvil. 11, 21, 23. 
Jer. xxxii. 39. Ezek. xi. 19. and xxxvii. 17. I Rom. ii. 
9, 10, 16, 18. Heb. x'li. 1. and xii. 14 Rom xv. 1, 6. Eph. iv. 
2 3, 32. Pſa). cxx ii. b. and Cxxxi't, Zech. viii. 19. Jar. iii. 


157 16. 1 Cor, in. 1. Mark iii. 24. ++ Rom. xv. 1, 2. Prov. 
Tüll. 1e. and xv. 8, and x. 12. 1 Lam. iv. 16. | | 
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corruptions at Corinth ; Galatia ; Pergamos ; Tbyatira ; 
Sardis; and Laodicea. For theſe, God ſharply rebukes 


them, in their reſpective epiſtles; but, becauſe not obſti. 


nate in their evil way; no where are the gudly among 
them, adviſed to withdrawment ; but to bed faſt the 
truth they received; and to endeavour the purging out 
of corruptions *. A variety of evils not purged out; 
a variety of inadvertant flumblings in a church pointing 
towards reformation, though never to be approved, war- 
rant no ſeparation, Nor will ſimple apoſtacy from re. 
formation once attained, warrant it. We muſt /e 
with our mother, plead; till it plainly appear, nothing 
is gained by our pleading, but rather made worſe+. 

Suppoſe the greater part of a church appear determi- 


ned and obſtinate in their apoſtacy to corruptions, noto- 


rious, and ruining to the very eſſentials of Chriſtianity ; 
the ſcripture warrants our ſeparation. To contend 
earne/ily for the faith once delivered to the ſaints ; to 
turn away, to withdraw from brethren that walk dif- 
orderly; to come out of a corrupt church, and be /e- 
parate, leſt we be partaters in her plagues ; to mart 
them, who, by their ſcandalous conduct, cauſe diviſion- 
and offences, contrary to the docirine we have received; 
to ceaſe hearing the inſtruction, that cauſeth to err from 
the words of knowledge ; to beware of falſe guides; to 
beware of the legal /zaven of the Phariſees, and of 
the leaven of Herod; to beware of receiving an heretic 
into our houſe, or bidding him God ſpeed ; to beware 
of being unequally yoked; or of having communion with 
darkneſs, or the unfruitful works thereof; is expreſsly 
required in the ſacred page f. To flee from hireling 
paſtors, who run unſent of Chriſt; enter not by the door 
preſcribed in his word; and care not for the flock, but 
their own carnal advantage, is divinely marked as the cha- 
racer of Jeſus? ſheep F. 295 | 
Abſurdly, my friend, you tell me of Jeſus and his + 
poſtles, prophets, and ſaints, their maintaining _ 
® Cor. i. 11. and v. 1, 2. and vi. 5. and viii, and xi. and 
Liv. ard xv. &c. Gal. iji. and iv. Rev. ii. and iv, f Hob 
V. 2. 4 Jude 3. 2 Tim. iii. 19---5. 2 Tbeſſ. iii. 6, Res. 
Aviii. 4. Rom. xvi. 17. Prov. xix, 27. Mark viii. 15. 21 
9-11. 2 Cor. vi. 14. S John x. 1,13. TO, 
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ſhip with the corrupt Jewiſh church. That they main- 


tained fellowſhip with the obſtinately corrupt party, you 
will find hard to illuſtrate, 
ciples to hear the ſcribes and Phariſees, as civil rulers, 
who ſat in the ſeat of Moſes, king in Jeſhurun, perhaps 


may be true. Yet the original Greek doth neceſſarily 
But that dying, he ordered them to hear the 
priels, as ecclefia/tic officers, ſitting in Aaron's, you 
cannot demonſtrate. 
in the civil Sanhedrin, after it condemned their adored 


infer it. 
That Nicodemus and Joſeph fat 


Maſter, you can never prove; ſuppoſe they had, you 
could not thence infer the lawfulneſs of fitting in cuuxcn 
judicatures with the molt obſtinate corrupters. Beſides, 
who knows not, that THEN, the qualification of church 
ofticers turned much upon natural lineage, ceremonial 
purity? . Do they ſo now? or not rather on moral en- 
dowments and works? 


was but one tabernacle, temple, Sc.? Jo have ſeparate 


from that, would have been, on the matter, to unchurch 


one's ſelf, Now it is the reverſe. I may withdraw 
from a national church, and yet have acceſs to every or- 
cGnanee of Chriſt. SEE 


To tell me, © Separation from a Chriſtian church in- 


* terpretatively condemns our adored Redeemer, ſhould 
he keep communion with any we leave behind; it de- 
* {troys the communion of ſaints; it weakens the honeſt 
party, and ſtrengthens the-bad” is never a whit leſ ab- 
lard, Am I in as little danger of infection by corrùpt 
churches, or diforderly walkers, as Chriſt? Chriſt's com- 
munion with fouls is a deep ſecret. Muſt I regulate my 
church-communicn by that, which, without becoming 
God omniſcient, to {earch the heart, and try the reins, 


| cannot certainly know! ſhocking! Chritt's commu- 


nion with ſaints is conſtant and uninterrupted : he waters 
them every moment, the moment of ſcandalous conduct 
not excepted. Suppoſe then at his peremptory call, I come 
out from Antichriit, that I may not ſhare in her plagues, 
while one faint, inadvertant, or diſobedient to his cora- 
mand, remains behind me; muſt this man's diſobedience 
render my OBEDIENCE. a blaſphemous condemnation of 
Chriſt, and a breaking the communion of ſaints? Was 
ever a thought more abſurd! Was, Sir, the ſeparation 


That he commanded his diſ- 


Who knows not, that ruEx there 
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fo monſtrouſly wicked; becauſe ſome pious ſoul came not 
along with them? According to you, it was: they weak- | 
ened the good party they left behind. Further, Sir, p! 
what reaſon have I to hope God will bleſs the aſſiſtance p! 
I give to a good party, in a way of diſobedience to his fe 
expreſs command ? al ALIEN 


Ihe grounds of ſeparation muſt be ſolid and weighty: | Pp 


L 
of Luther, Calvin, and Zuinglius, from the church of Rome, | pe. 
m 
m 


hereſy in doctrine, idolatry in worſhip, tyranny in go- ſ w 
vernment, violent intruſion of paſtors upon congregations | W 

of viſible faints, ſcandalous lives of the clergy, ſinful E 
terms of communion, ob/tinately tolerated or eſtabliſhed. a] 
Dear Amelius, would you really oblige me to continue * 

in.a Socinian ſynagogue, where, though I might believe a 

as I pleaſed, I thould be daily taught, that my adored Re- rc 
deemer is a mere man; and the Holy Ghoſt but a mere Ile 

ce .̃reature, or influence; that my repentance, and not my {o 

|  Saviour's death, is the true ſatisfaction for my fin, Oc.“ el 
| Would you have me to be a member of that religious aſ- fe 
ſembly, where I muſt believe a wicked man, intallible; | d 

and capable to forgive, or even indulge me in fin; where, cl 

| in receiving the Lord's ſupper, I muſt believe the ele- b. 
maents turned into the very body and blood of Chriſt, and 01 
| worſhip them as ſuch; where I muſt pray to images an- fl. 
| gels, and ſaints, Oc. or where I behoved 1dolatroully to ne 
| bow at the ſound of the name jxsvs, and to bow toward p- 
ö TE .. ro i | | | rc 
3 Were I in a church, whoſe ſupreme judicature, con- r 
trary to her own ſtandards, ſolemnly eſpouſed, determi- Pp! 

ned againſt the ſaints freedom from the law as a cove- || 01 

nant; the general offer of Chriſt as a Saviour, to ſinners 5 
zs ſuch; and which commonly ſcreened the erroneous, g 
the Arminians, or half Deiſts, from cenſure; ſlightly cen- r 


ſured Arianiſm; obſtinately refuſed to aſſert divine W 


truth, in oppoſition to hereſies proceſſed at her bar; but re 
rigorouſly proſecuted theſe who oppoſed her corruptions; to 
or would not execute the moſt tyrannic ſettlements : F 


ſuppoſe too, molt of her paſtors, on Sabbath, proclaimed F td 
from the pulpit, that the civil magiſtrate, as their ſpiri- Cc 
tual head, had power to enact new qualifications of her | 
clergy ; new terms of their ſitting in judicatures; ſup- P: 
poſe the moſt of her paſtars being intruders, or their ſup- d. 

| | | | porters, 
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porters, there ſhould be almoſt no acceſs to commit the 
miniſtry to faithful men; ſuppoſe I, with multitudes 
more, ſhould have impoſed upon us for paſtors, men 
plainly deſtitute of the gifts, qualificatipns, and behaviour 
preſcribed by Chriſt ; ſuch as thall habitually act in mani- 
feſt contradiction to their ordination-vows ; - ſuch, as 


through the week, and even on Sabbath, ſhall mak a 


pleaſure to accompany the {wearer, and to eat and drink. 
with the drunken; or ſpends his devoted hours about his 
well improven farm; and on Sabbath entertains us with 
Heatheniſm and Arminianiſm mixed; talks as if we had 


almoſt no need of a Saviour from fin, as if our por 
works recommended us to the favour of God; or uch 


as admit to the ſacred ſeals, every aſker; fo that I am 
rcadily obliged to fit at the heavenly table with ſome I 
ſhould be aſhamed to appear with in a common inn; per- 
ſons with whom God forbids me to eat; mull receive the 
elements from an elder, known to live in his family and 


ſecret, as a very Atheiſt; is a notorious {wearer and 
drunkard; and give them to a fellow-communicant of a 
character equally bad; and perhaps have the table ſerved 
by a paſtor whoſe family or cloſet ſeldom atteſt his el 


or morning worſhip of God; whole hands but lately ſhuf- 
fled his darling cards z who neither fears a minced oath, 


nor tlagon of wine: muit I diſhonour my God, ſtarve and 


poiſon my ſoul, from a ſuperſtitious concern to ſit under the 


root, and within the walls of the church! Ought I not 
ratner to repair to ſuch, if I can find them, who will 


preach me the goſpel of Chriſt ; aud in the general tenor 


of their conduct, behave themſelves as his ſervants? _ 
Ihe manner of ſeparation, when ſullicient ground is 


given, mult be ſerious and grave. 'To ſeparate raſhly 
rom churches, the moit corrupt on earth; to ſeparate 
without conſidering our conduct, and crying for the di- 
rection of Heaven therein; to ſeparate without eagerneſs 


to enſure our communion with Chriſt, my ſoul abhors. 


For a ſmaller number of miniſters, balked in their deſigns, 
to make, an elopement, and claim the whole power of the 


court; for miniſters firſt to ſecure themſelves in a larger 
ſtipend, and then make their ſeceſſion; or to claim a 


paramount power to admit or ſeclude their | deſerted 
brethren's people, from the ſacred ſeals, at pleaſure, I 


quite 
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fy e Where pride or catching of lucre glare | 
rt 


h, it tempts me to ſuſpect, the work is not of God, 
If I withdraw from corrupt miniſters, but indulge cor- 
rupt luſts : if I withdraw not with knowledge, humility, 
meekneſs, and prudence : if I exclaim againſt fin in my 
neighbour z but hate not and watch againſt it in myſelf: 
if 1 exclaim again corruptions, I do not inwardly be- 
wall in the fight of God: if with carneſt affection, I pray 
not for the real welfare of thoſe I leave behind, in a cor- 
1upt church: if I rejoice at their fall; or for ſome ſmall 
difference, bid my brother fand by, for I am hotter than 
_ thou : if ] bear witneſs to my own fancies, as if the inſpira- 
tions of Heaven; if I regard divine truth, not ſo much for 
its infallible author, as becauſe it was the principle of my 
father, my paſtor, and my friend; if I baptize my preju- 
dice and calumnious raillery ; my ignorant and imprudent 
conduct, with the character of zeal for God, am I not 

ſeven- fold more the child of hell than before ? 

Abſurdly, Sir, you hint in your laſt, That, if you 


get a good ſermon, and be helped to ſtudy theſe 
* weightier matters of the law, mercy, judgment, and 
* faith, you do not mind miſſions, qualifications of mi- 


„ niſters, and forms of church-government ; no inquiry 
« will be made concerning them at the tribunal of 
Chriſt.“ My friend, will not God bring every wort 
into judgment, good or bad? every idle word; every 
deed done in our body! What Jeſus has written in his 
word, and ratified in his blood, think you unworthy of 
your notice? are you wifer and worthier than he? Do 
you care, even to anxiety, that your family be ruled in the 
manner you pleaſe; and that your ſervants run in your 
name, only when you ſend them? and care you not, 
how Jeſus? family be ruled; himſelf ſerved; and his ſer- 
voants ſent and act, according to his mind ? Have you the 
temper of a ſaint, while you prefer not Jeruſalem to your 
chiefeſt joy? Has Jeſus laid down his life for you? has 
he edified you? has he ſet a hedge about all you have! 
and do you thus requite him, with the hipheit contempt 
of his kingly honour? When his worſhip is polluted, 
his truth perverted, and the walls of his Zion broke 
down, care you for none of theſe things? Tell me not, 
© It is ſuſficient, the fundamentals of Chriſtianity re, 
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main.” Who told you, my friend, Jeſus had preſcribed 
things trifling and uſeleſs? an enemy certainly did it, 
Should I pull off your tiles; pluck out your windows, or 
even the pinnings of your wall ; ſhould I cut down the 
thorn-hedge of your garden; would you tell me, there is 
no hurt done? the foundation, the inward furniture of 
my houſe is ſafe ; my flowery beds and fruitful trees are 
unhurt? Would you not rather think your houſe and 
garden were ruined ? the furniture of the former expoſed 


to the chilling cold, the rotting rain, the robbing thief; 


the latter expoſed to the trampling beaſt, the miſchievous 
paſſenger ? Diſcipline and&,qqayernment are the roof of 
Jeſus? temple, the hedge of his garden, the church; how 

well the doctrine and worſhip, theſe weightier matters, 
remain in their glory, when theſe are deſtroyed and per- 
verted, the preſent ſtate of affairs can atteſt, How quick- 
ly do we ſeem to have a ſet of preachers and profeſſors, 
whoſe ſermons and life ſhall declare, they have not ſo 
much as heard, whether there be a divine law, ſpiritual 


and exceeding broad; whether there be a Chriſt, a Savi- 


our exalted, to give repentance and remiſſion of fins 
whether there be a Holy Ghoſt to quicken and ſanctify 

our ſoul? _ or nn dat he 
Neglect not, Sir, mercy, judgment, and faith; but, 
as Jeſus commands, leave not the tithing of mint, aniſe, 
and cummin undone, If you truly ſtudy theſe weightier 
matters of the law, will not your judgment diſcern the 
ſuperior value of Jeſus' ordinances, to all the inventions 
of men? diſcern the affronts done him, your glorious 
King? Will not your mercy pain your foul, for the in. 
Juries done your blefled Redecmer and God, and the laws 
of his houſe? Will not your faith embrace for divine, 
every one of his words; and work by love, oppoſing e- 
very thing contrary ? If you know not, how concern a- 
bout theſe, tends to your ids edification; blame your 
ignorance, not the ſtatutes of Heaven. 'The ancient pro- 
phet was charged to ſhew © Iſrael the houſe, that they 
might be aſhamed of their iniquities, and meaſure the 
pattern; to ſhew them the form of the houſe, and the 
faſhion thereof, and the goings out thereof, and the co- 
mings in thereof, and all the forms thereof, and all the 
ordinances 
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ordinances thereof, and all the forms thereof, and all 
the laws thereof; that they might keep the whole form 
thereof, and all the ordinances thereof, and do them. 
This is the law of the houſe; upon the top of the moun- 
tain, the whole limit thereof round about ſhall be Most 
HOLY: behold, this is the law of the houſe 1” 
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